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Robert Hart Weeks, U.S. Navy (Retired) 
 
WALLINGFORD - Captain Robert Hart Weeks, 78, U.S. Navy (Retired) of Wallingford, passed away 
on Sunday morning, October 5, 2008, at the Rutland Regional Medical Center. 
 
Bob was born April 1, 1930, in the village of Bay Shore, Long Island, New York, the son of Walter W. 
Weeks and Laura Alberta (Hart) Weeks. As a 1951 graduate of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 
Troy, New York, with a degree in mechanical engineering, he was commissioned an ensign in the 
United States Navy. His 23 years in the Navy saw wide-ranging service on submarines and 
destroyers. 
 
As a Naval officer, he initially served on the Sixth Fleet destroyer USS R H McCard (DD-822) in the 
Mediterranean Theater. After two years in destroyers, he reported to the Navy's Submarine School in 
New London, Conn., graduating in 1954. He then served on two diesel submarines and became 
director of the engineering department at the Submarine School. Following that tour, he was selected 
by Admiral Rickover to attend the Navy's Nuclear Power School. After graduation from this course, he 
served on two nuclear attack submarines, USS Skipjack (SSN-585) and USS Seadragon (SSN-584), 
and a nuclear fleet ballistic missile submarine, USS Thomas Edison (SSBN-610). 
 
In 1966, Bob commissioned and took command of the USS Henry L. Stimson (SSBN 655), a nuclear 
fleet ballistic missile submarine. At the time, he was the youngest officer ever to command a ballistic 
missile submarine. He spent five years commanding the Stimson, conducting Cold War strategic 
deterrent patrols in the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea. These patrols operated out of Rota, 
Spain, and the Holy Loch in Scotland. During his sea-going naval career, Bob was typically on a 
three-month patrol cycle followed by three months of shore-based training. 
 
In 1971, Bob was selected to be the strategic warfare officer on the staff of the commander-in-chief of 
U.S. Navy forces in Europe under NATO. He was the principal officer responsible for all strategic 
nuclear forces in the European Theater. During these years, Bob and his wife, Geraldine "Gerry," who 
wed on June 8, 1952, moved their growing family through various duty stations including Newport, 
R.I., Portsmouth, N.H., Honolulu, Hawaii, New London, Conn., Virginia Beach, Va., Windsor, Conn., 
Little Creek, Va., and Stuttgart, Germany. While stationed in Europe, he earned his MBA from 
the University of Utah. 
 

http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=cr&GRid=146631383&CRid=1972542&


Ultimately attaining the rank of captain, Bob's Navy commendations include the Meritorious Service 
Medal, Meritorious Unit Commendation Medal, Navy Expeditionary Medal (awarded twice), Navy 
Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal (awarded twice), the At-Sea Command insignia and 
the Fleet Ballistic Missile Deterrent Patrol insignia. 
 
After retiring from the Navy in 1975, Bob moved his family to Vermont. Here he served as the 
executive assistant to the president of Vermont Yankee. Before retiring from business, he was 
president of The Delta Group, a firm that he established to furnish management consulting and 
executive recruiting services to the nation's electric utilities.  
 
Bob served in the Vermont legislature from 1995 to 1997 where he was a member and clerk of the 
House Transportation Committee. He served a second term in the House from 2000 to 2002 as a 
member of the Institutions Committee. Most recently, Bob had served as a justice of the peace for the 
town of Wallingford. He was a director of the Wallingford Civic Association, chairman of the Rutland 
Regional Chamber of Commerce's Transportation Committee, a member of the Rutland Regional 
Transportation Council and a member of the Route 4 Bypass Advisory Committee. Bob was a 
founding director of the New England Dollars for Scholars program, establishing a chapter at Mill 
River Union High School. He also served on Vermont Governor Richard Snelling's Cost Control 
Council in 1977. 
 
Bob is survived by his wife, Gerry, who resides in Wallingford, Vt. They have five children: Mark and 
his wife Martine Lambert currently of Brussels, Belgium; Richard and his wife Laura currently of 
Brewster, Massachusetts; Carol and her husband Dan Murphy currently of Pawcatuck, Connecticut; 
Dean and his wife Patricia currently of Montgomery, New Jersey; and David and his wife Sandra 
currently of Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates; as well as seven grandchildren, Daniel, Ryan, Emmett, 
Jake, Sarah, Catherine and Nicolas. 
 
Friends may call on Friday evening from 6-8 p.m. at the Wallingford-Aldous Funeral Home. 
 
Funeral services will be held 2 p.m. Saturday, October 11, 2008, at the Wallingford Congregational 
Church. Burial with military honors will follow in the Green Hill Cemetery. 
 
Send private condolences through www.aldousfuneralhome.com. 
 
Memorial contributions may be made on Bob's behalf to Scholarship America (Dollars for Scholars), 
51 Main St., Stoneham, MA 02180 (www.scholarshipamerica.org); or the Gilbert Hart Library, 14 
South Main St., Wallingford, VT 05773-0069.  
 
View the guest book at rutlandherald.com/obits. 
 
Published in Rutland Herald from Oct. 7 to Oct. 8, 2008 
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Geraldine A. Weeks WALLINGFORD — From Gerry’s 
children: It is with very profound sadness, and extremely 
heavy hearts, we inform you that Geraldine Weeks took her 
last breath on May 2, 2023. She passed in the presence of 
adoring children after succumbing to a struggle to recover 
her natural vitality and vibrancy. On September 4, 1930, 
Gerry arrived as the second child of Arthur Byron and Nina 
Pearl Backensto (nee Lichtenwalner) in Troy, NY. She 
shared her childhood, and early life, with her older brother 
Arthur (Art) Backensto, Jr. She attended public schools in 
Troy, NY and graduated from Russell Sage College, with 
honors, in 1952. On June 8, 1952, Gerry married the love of 
her life Ensign Robert Hart Weeks (Bob). Bob and Gerry 
soon after began to develop their family; Mark (1952), Rick 
(1954), Carol (1955), Dean (1958), and David (1960). While 
Bob pursued his career in the US Navy submarine service, 
Gerry focused on applying her acquired secretarial and 
business administration skills. One of her most memorable, 

and unique, experiences was in the mid-1960’s as the personal secretary and archivist for Admiral 
Husband Kimmel (US Navy) as he prepared his defense for command failures during the surprise 
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. Gerry took great pride in supporting Admiral Kimmel’s effort. As her 
husband’s naval career progressed, Gerry was very often confronted with having to relocate her 
children, moving the family into their new homes, getting each of the children into new schools, and 
seeking new career opportunities for herself. Between 1952 and 1976, this effort spanned locations 
such as: Connecticut (four occasions), Virginia (two occasions), Hawaii, Washington DC, and 
Stuttgart, Germany. Among the most memorable locations Gerry resided in were Hawaii from 1962-



63, Connecticut 1965-71, and southern Germany 1971-74. Hawaii was her paradise, but she never 
relinquished her family obligations and personal pursuits. She, with her family, enjoyed what Hawaii 
had to offer (including the jellyfish and tsunamis). In Connecticut, Gerry and Bob engaged a local 
contractor to build a custom home that ideally suited a large, young family. The family moved into the 
partially finished home in late 1965, and it served as the family homestead for the next five years. It 
was a remarkable playground for the children, and a phenomenal location for Gerry and Bob to 
entertain their frequent guests. Gerry lamented having to part with this homestead. In 1971, Bob’s 
assignment to support the US Navy’s strategic nuclear objectives with the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) relocated the Weeks family to Stuttgart. This location provided tremendous 
opportunities for the family to travel extensively throughout Europe. The family learned downhill skiing 
in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland; and trips throughout Italy, Spain, Britain, and France. In 1973, 
the family travelled to Berlin, Germany and experienced the misfortunes of a divided city within a 
divided nation. Gerry found this profoundly unsettling. As she expressed then, “People need bonds, 
not walls”. Embedded in many of her family relocations was managing them while Bob was deployed 
on at sea. The typical Navy submariner’s duty cycle was 3 months at sea, then 3 months home-based 
for training, repeat.... While Bob was deployed, Gerry focused all available attention on her children. 
This was an extraordinary effort on her part as she also continued pursuing her own career 
aspirations. During the 60’s and 70’s these were not unusual circumstances for the wife of a “military 
family”; …Go where your husband must go, raise the children, and then address personal aspirations. 
Gerry admirably managed all the obligations of being married to a career military officer. When Bob 
and his crew were deployed, Gerry very capably, in addition to family and career obligations, 
accepted the added role of being a focal point providing social and emotional support to the wives 
and families of Bob’s shipmates. She was regarded by so many as a “great lady” for her efforts in 
helping others. This is a sentiment that many have expressed and continue to do so to this day. 
Despite her husband’s career advancement, with a small dose of her personal mirth, Gerry would 
periodically remind family and friends that during her time in Stuttgart, Germany, her secretarial 
position with the US Army afforded her a higher security clearance than that of her husband, who had 
been the commander of a nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine. Upon his retirement from the 
Navy in 1976, Bob and Gerry purchased what they would affectionately call the family homestead in 
Wallingford, VT. By this point most of their children were independently pursuing their own callings. 
This afforded Gerry the opportunity to more ardently pursue her calling. Over the course of the 
ensuing years, she engaged with a local dental practitioner to help him establish his practice in 
Wallingford; volunteered at the town’s public library; and also assisted local, county, and state political 
organizations to promote efforts for the benefit of area constituents. In October 2008, her beloved 
husband passed, but Gerry steadfastly committed to remain a resident and contributor to the 
Wallingford community. In this regard, her commitment persisted to her last day. Gerry is 
predeceased by both her parents and her brother. Sadly, she is also predeceased by the love of her 
life... Captain Robert Hart Weeks (US Navy)… Bob. Lamenting her passing are her survivors: Mark 
and wife Martine (Linkebeek, Belgium), Rick and wife Laura (Orleans, MA), Carol and husband Dan 
Murphy (Pawcatuck, CT), Dean and wife Sherry (Olive Branch, MS), and David and wife Leeanne 
(Proctor, VT); their children and their grandchildren. At the time of her passing, Gerry had been 
blessed with five children, nine grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. Gerry was a loving, 
caring wife, an exemplary mother, and an excellent grandmother and great-grandmother. For many, 
she was so much more than a great lady. She is already greatly missed. For all who were a part of 
her life, thank you for being so. Memorial services for Gerry will be held at the Wallingford First 
Congregational Church, 189 South Main St, Wallingford, VT at 11:00 AM on Tuesday, May 9th. 
Immediately following the memorial service Gerry will be reunited with Bob at the Green Hill 
Cemetery, 322 South Main St, Wallingford, VT. In lieu of flowers, her children would appreciate your 
consideration to make donations, in memory of Geraldine (Gerry) Weeks, to the following 
organizations: Gilbert Hart Library 14 South Main St, PO Box 69, Wallingford, VT 05773 Wallingford 
Rescue Squad 99 Maple St, PO Box 246, Wallingford, VT 05773 Wallingford Volunteer Fire 
Department 17 Railroad St, Wallingford, VT 05773 


