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From the Association President Tom Krauser, MM1(SS) B 72-74:
Is it Spring yet!!! I hope the
ground hog is right this year and
winter is almost over. Marie and I
went to Baton Rouge to see my
daughter Amy in January and I
worked on her ―Daddy Do‖ list for most of the time
I was there and still did not get it finished! Then
we went to Port Lavaca, TX to see my mother and
family. The weather was fairly good (around 70
compared to upstate NY).
Dick Young and the reunion committee have
the 2020 reunion in Cincinnati Ohio in good shape
and people are sending in their registrations. The
reunion will be here before we know it! Time to
start making plans to attend. Look for Dick‘s
updates in the newsletters.
Shipmates…every reunion we struggle to get a
shipmate to host the next reunion and only at the
last second does someone step up and volunteer.
We are NOW ASKING our shipmates to
consider hosting the next reunion in 2022. Please
consider and submit possible sites to me and the
board BEFORE this reunion so at the reunion we
only have to vote on the actual site.

STOREKEEPER / SHIPS STORE
Jim [Suzie] Weaver

In the past we have come close to cancelling
the association reunion because no one initially
volunteered to host the next reunion. This is your
time to shine.
If you have any questions or concerns for the
board, please feel free to contact us so we can
address them.
——————————————————————
REUNION CONTROL CENTER
2020 Stimson Reunion
October 7-11, 2020
Hotel: Holiday Inn
1717 Airport Exchange Blvd.
Erlanger, KY 41018
Shipmates,
First of all, some personal news. I‘m quitting
my job at VW and starting a new job, if you can
call it that on February 29. Here is a picture of my
new office:
I'll be working my dream job at the local county
golf course in the Pro Shop, its about 10 minutes
from the house. Our county has 6 golf courses
total. And I will be adding money to my retirement
fund since I retired from the county in 2001. All the
FREE golf I can play!!!
1

stimson655reunion2020@aol.com
——————————————————————
From the Association Historian/Memorabilia
Custodian - Larry Knutson, MMCS(SS) B 79-81
USSVI-Charleston Base:
If you were on the Gold Crew
during any portion Bob Weeks was
the CO you completed a check-in
card for him. The box of cards is
now held by our base secretary. If
you would like a copy of your card
sent to you please contact our
Secretary at 655webmaster@ssbn655.org.
——————————————————————
From The Editor
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Eternal Patrol (EP) Page Updates
One of my least favorite and most depressing
jobs to do in this newsletter is to add names of our
shipmates to the Eternal Patrol List. Before I add
anyone‘s name I do my best to verify the shipmate
has passed away. You would not believe how
many emails I receive saying that xxx has passed
and when I ask for more info the common story is
that so and so sent me an email, I saw it on
Facebook, or my favorite...I haven‘t heard from
him in a long time.
My verification methods include, online
obituaries from funeral homes, Legacy.com, the
USSVI National EP List, Stimson shipmates who
send me verifiable info, and family members who
have contacted me via email or phone call.
Additionally, I have been very fortunate to have
a super-sleuth who has helped me tremendously.

Reunion Info:
Shipmates, not much new to report on the
reunion. All the plans have been in place for
months. Check the 655 website for all of the
details. 34 registrations have been received so
far; you can view the attendance roster on the
web. Don't forget the deadline for the early
attendance prize of 2 free rooms is April 1st,
drawing to be held during the reunion. Your early
registration is appreciated and will be a big
help on planning. Also, check our ships
FaceBook site. I post a different plane that can be
seen at the WPAFB. Just type in USS Henry L
Stimson in the search bar.
Short and sweet, don't want to keep repeating
myself.
Please contact me if you have any reunion
questions. Our goal is to get our shipmates
together, relive old times, tell a few sea stories
and provide a good time for all.
Any Questions please feel free to contact me
using the Reunion email address. //Dick Young
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He has been doing a great service to our Stimson
Association with his computer searches to find
anything he can on our shipmates who have
passed away. Don Ort, The info he locates is
used extensively when setting up the shipmate‘s
memorial page on the website.
The process of entering any shipmate into the
Eternal Patrol List is as follows:
 Receive info from somewhere/someone of the
death.
 Verify - verify - verify
 Change the online Sailing List to indicate the
shipmate is on EP
 Add his name to our separate listing that is
used for our EP service during our reunions
 Add his name to our EP webpage
 Establish a memorial page on the website for
the shipmate. These can be found on the EP
webpage by clicking on the shipmate‘s name if
there is a link indicated.
 Remove his email address from my broadcast
email address book. In cases where he was
married, I will attempt to contact the widow and
see if she still desires to receive the
newsletter. If so I will send that to her each
month.
As you can see, this is a lengthy process and if
it wasn't‘ for the help of Don and other shipmates
it would be an impossible task.
I would also like to thank all of you who have
contacted me with EP info on our shipmates. I
hope I don‘t forget anyone but if I do, please know
that your input has been invaluable to our Stimson
Association.
Don Ort
Debbie Marzan
Steve Mauldin
Ray Kreul
Gerry Weeks
Tom Vaughan
Russ Kury
Jeff Bricmont
Todd Stowell
Bob Sands
Jamie Thurber
Alan Edmiston
Elliot Rada
Loree Riggs
Russ Kearney
Danny Sine
Janet Kelewae
Cindy Murray
Larry Hibert
Chuck Hladik
David Huckeba
Phil Bettencourt
John D. Fleming Jerry Blevins
Marietta Smith
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

LOST CONTACT WITH THESE SHIPMATES
After sending the October and November
newsletters I received bounces from the following
Stimson crewmembers. If anyone can give me a
current and good email address on these shipmates
I will very much appreciate it. LKA = last known
address
 Boggs, Charles ‗Chuck‘ [LKA: Largo FL]
 Wise, Bill [LKA: Philadelphia PA]
 Hobart, David ‗Dave‘ [LKA: Sweet Home OR]
 Brittingham, Richard [LKA: Two Rivers WI]
 Appel, Al [LKA: Stonefort IL]
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Sharing Pictures with Shipmates:
If anyone has pictures you would like to share
with your shipmates please follow the directions in
this link and I will be glad to put them in the
newsletter.
Picture Upload Instructions (to Dropbox)
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
——————————————————————
The Lean Submariner
Here‘s the latest posts on the blog. Still going
strong. The link to his blog is
 https://theleansubmariner.com/
*****
 Fast Attack Submarines in 1958 – Refining
the Concept by Mister Mac - In 1958, the race
to build better and faster submarines had
already been underway for a few years. Admiral
Rickover had previously stated that the Nautilus
design was only the beginning of the evolution.
By 1958, the world of underwater warfare was
rapidly taking shape IMPORTANCE OF
NUCLEAR PROPULSION – 1958 ALL HANDS
MAGAZINE Nuclear […] Read more of this
post
*****
 The Heart of Freedom by Mister Mac - The
Heart of Freedom It‘s interesting to see the
young people of today flocking to a man who is
a professed socialist. Bernie no longer even
makes a pretext of someone who embraces
traditional American values. He continues to
point out the difference between the ―classes‖
and the ―masses‖ which are all code words used
[…] Read more of this post
*****
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War in the Pacific – February 1945 by Mister
Mac - Originally posted on
theleansubmariner: The war in the Pacific
was raging at full force in February of 1945.
The battles in the Philippines were brutal and
costly for the warriors and the people who
lived there. Iwo Jima was about to be invaded
costing the lives of many brave American
Marines and Japanese defenders. Back…
Read more of this post
*****
 USS Pittsburgh SSN 720 Closing Remarks
from Admiral Douglas Perry by Mister Mac As part of the chronicling of the activities
related to the Inactivation of the USS
Pittsburgh, I reached out to the major
participants of the event. This is the last
installment and contains remarks made by the
guest speaker RDML Doug Perry, Commander
Submarine Group Nine. The Admiral was kind
to have the reception in […] Read more of
this post
*****
 Lost Boats – An occupational hazard
in 1920 by Mister Mac - Lord, your sea is so
great and my boat is so small A hundred years
ago, the relatively young US Navy Submarine
service was still experiencing a lot of growing
pains. Technology had already evolved
enough to provide a better means of
propulsion (diesel engines) and recent
upgrades in battery technology were certainly
great […] Read more of this post
——————————————————————

ETC(SS) Jesse Raymond Koontz ? 68-70
Departed on Eternal Patrol 24 August 2018
(Verified by USSVI)



MT?(SS) Kenneth E. Coffey G 76-79
Departed on Eternal Patrol 13 September 2004
(Info update by Steve Mauldin & Debbie Marzan)
=====
The direct link to the Association Eternal Patrol
page is: http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/
eternal-patrol.html
_______________________________________

WELCOME ABOARD: Found & Updated
Shipmates
(Shipmate has contacted us to be added or have
info updated on our Sailing List. Please check the
online Sailing List to for shipmates contact info.)
**********
LT(SS) Robert ’Bob’ Meyers B 86-91
(info updated by shipmate)
QM2(SS) Kenneth Binder G 76-79
(info updated by shipmate)
ET1(SS) George Birmingham G 69-74
(email updated by shipmate)
MM3(SS) Milton Hedglin B/SY1/G 70-73
SV MAL LM - 655 Assoc LM - VFW LM
(info updated by shipmate)
SN(SS) David Haynie G 81-82
(info updated by shipmate)
IC2(SS) Kim Allen Younger B 71-75
(info provided by shipmate)

The following Stimson Shipmates have
departed on Eternal Patrol.
=====
RMC(SS) Jimmy Legg B/G 70-76 & 78-80
Departed on Eternal Patrol 28 January 2020
(Verified by son)

Many of our shipmates are on FaceBook but are
not listed on our Sailing List. Please check the
new ‗Looking For‘ Sailing List on the website to
help locate these shipmates. When you see
shipmates on Facebook ask them if they are on
the Sailing List and please send them a personal
invite to contact 655webmaster@ssbn655.org to

STSC(SS) Joseph G. Zilker B ??-76
Departed on Eternal Patrol 21 April 1990
(Verified by son)
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be listed and become a member of the Stimson
Association.
—————————————————————
BINNACLE LIST
(if you would like to be placed on our Association
Binnacle List please send an email to
655webmaster@ssbn655.org)
====================================
William ‘Sandy’ Hastie, CAPT B CO 80 (OctDec)
Cards to: 365 Kenmure Dr., Flat Rock NC 28731
NO NEW UPDATES
1.9.2020: Sandy had his scheduled PET/CT scan
at Pardee Hospital on Sunday, January 5 and we
received the official results from his oncologist, Dr.
John Hill on Tuesday – and it was very good
news. One recent PET/CT scan showed the
mesothelioma had returned; and then the next
scan showed the mesothelioma was still visible
and had grown but not significantly, so the news
today that the cancer is decreasing was truly a
blessing. Specifically, the scan showed the
cancer is “visually slightly decreased and
demonstrates slightly less metabolic activity
compared with the prior study. And the previously
described nodule on the right is no longer
visualized.” Though the decreases are small, they
are never-the-less decreases and not increases. If
the scan on Sunday showed controlled growth or
a decrease, the Keytruda would be continued;
however, if not, it would have been stopped. So
this is another Glory Hallelujah Day for us!
After receiving the good news, Dr. Hill said
Sandy would continue to get infusions every three
weeks and a PET/CT scan every two months for
the foreseeable future. If the mesothelioma
remains controlled, we believe they will return to
the 3-month scan schedule. Sandy will receive his
next infusion January 28, 2020.
This has been a difficult six-months for Sandy
and me. Sandy had pneumonia in May, his
Keytruda was stopped because the symptoms
could have been caused by pneumonia or by the
Keytruda. When he recovered the Keytruda was
restarted, then two PET/CT scans 2 months apart
showed that the cancer had returned and
spread. We continued to pray but it would have
been easy to become discouraged with one set-

back after another.There was not a lot of
encouragement as we know mesothelioma
remission and mesothelioma recurrence often go
hand in hand. It's the good and bad news reality
of this rare and aggressive incurable cancer. So
the report on Tuesday was truly a gift from our
God that gives us the strength and wisdom to
carry on! During these uncertain times we helped
each other to remember that Faith moves
mountains and held this close in our
prayers. What a wonderful thing it is to have a
God who hears the prayers of His people!
Normally, when the cancer returns, by protocol
the immunotherapy is stopped. However, it is
promising that Sandy’s Keytruda infusions were
stopped for over six weeks and then restarted –
and the infusions appear to be starting to work
effectively as before. We are very
thankful Sandy’s doctors agreed to continue the
infusions. We are praying that this will give some
confidence to continue treatments for a period of
time for other mesothelioma patients once the
cancer returns. Sandy has friends that when the
cancer returned, the treatments are
stopped. Sandy’s experience may give some
confidence to continue treatment unless the
cancer shows significant growth.
We continue to downsize and prepare to move
the second week in February to Deerfield
Episcopal Retirement Community in South
Asheville, NC. Our new address will be 75
Lambeth Drive, Asheville, NC 28803. We look
forward to the next stage in our journey. We are
thankful for our family and many friends who have
shared our journey these past three years and for
your prayers that sustain us. We thank God for
His grace and mercy each day.
We close with incredible gratitude, Donna and
Sandy
==================
Jim Gray, MM1(SS) B 69-71
Cards to: 1 Rugby Ct., Toms River NJ 08757
No new updates
7.28.19: I met with my doctors at U of Penn. I
gave them permission to access my tissue
samples from my operation for checking my T
cells. Turns out I have a 95% chance that my T
cells will work to help attack the mesothelioma.
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Will be meeting with a doctor next week to find out
further details. I am feeling encouraged about this
new information, and keeping an open mind.
3.26.19: I have been having quite the time of
things with my mesothelioma. Mar 20, 2017 with 2
weeks in the University of Pennsylvania Hospital
all cleaned out of my left lung cavity lung sacks
still intact with an air pocket in the cavity outside
of the sacks (slight problem). Went through 3
cycles of the first rounds of chemo recommended
which end on July 26, 2018. CT scan showed that
it was mostly clean with a few traces of the
mesothelioma which raised concern. So we tried
the Keytruda (Immunotherapy) for its rounds. Ct
scans showed no improvement as a result of this
treatment. Now on the Gemzar chemo which is
wreaking havoc on my body more than the
previous IV Stuff. Hopefully this will be the
combination that will do it. Keeping my positive
attitude and praying that all will be better.
Thank you all for your concerns and prayers. I am
feeling those good wishes in my dreams. Betty
and I are blessed to have so many friends in our
life. //Jim Gray & Betty Trasko
6.20.18: I am still alive. Got out of the hospital
after the operation on Apr 2 after 2 weeks being
there. Started the chemo May 23 went fine no
problems. Then got my 2nd chemo on June 13
and all hell broke loose on evening of the day
after. Thursday, Friday and Saturday side effects
and humility. Father's day was quiet since I was
relaxing and sleeping. Monday another lesson in
humility. Yesterday and today moving toward
normal.
2.5.18: I have been recently diagnosed at my
local hospital as having mesothelioma.
==================
Bob Faulkner, MT1(SS) B/G 80-86 OVHL2
Cards to: 2901 N 82st Place, Scottsdale AZ
85251
No new updates
11.7.17: Remember Bob as he continues to find
the best result to manage Parkinson's Disease
symptoms.
——————————————————————
GREAT LINKS TO SPEND TIME WITH
(all links from “The Draft” will be on the
website)

**********
655 Association Website
www.ssbn655.org
**********
Submitted by George Birmingham, ET1(SS) G 69
-74, USSVI Piedmont Base, Assoc. Life Member
Ever miss those alarms we used to hear ?
I found this site with the various alarms we got
so used to hearing. Check this out:
http://www.ssbn657.com/subSounds.htm
Courtesy of our Brothers on the USS Francis
Scott Key SSBN-657. Pretty neat. //George B.
**********
Submitted by Jeff Morse, STS1(SS) B 87-91

Together We Served
Happened upon this today while looking up my
old NEC. Haven't seen this one before, but
thought might find it useful.
https://navy.togetherweserved.com/landing/
**********

Behind this door is "The Goat Locker". All Non
-Chief Petty Officers make sure to remove your
cover (hat) and knock before entering. The
Command Master Chief (CMC) is SKCM(SW/AW)
Ross Beverley USN Ret.
Thanks for stopping by and enjoy your visit.
You will find lots of useful CPO/Navy information
and links on the website. There are over 100,000
Chief email addresses in a searchable database
available to CPO's only. Lots of other CPO related
information including history and traditions,
anecdotes, graphics, cartoons, retirement info, a
private CPO only Forum and much, much more.
http://goatlocker.org/index.html
**********
This Day in Naval History

https://www.navy.mil/search/
display_history.asp
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members.
The DoD budget request for FY21 is consistent
with the bipartisan budget agreement Congress
passed in 2019. The agency's resources are
essentially unchanged from last year's amounts.
To compensate, Secretary Esper and our military
leaders are implementing reforms and
repurposing resources from lower priority
functions to programs essential to the National
Defense Strategy. The DoD has again requested
a 18,000-billet cut in military medical staff.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Report Recommends Some MTFs to Be
Closed to Retirees
A delayed report to Congress, mandated by
the FY2017 Defense Authorization Act,
recommends that 36 Military Treatment Facilities
(MTF) stop seeing retirees and their dependents.
FRA Director of Legislative Programs John Davis
and several other TMC members met with senior
Defense Health Agency officials about the report's
suggestion of rightsizing MTF utilization. The
report will go to Congress next week, and at that
time the specific MTFs will be released. In the
FY2017 NDAA, Congress mandated a rightsizing,
realignment and restructuring of the direct care
system. The DoD claims these changes are
needed to ensure the DHA has focus on combat
readiness of the military
<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
The DoD Announces Plan to Downsize Nearly
50 Hospitals and Clinics
As noted in last week's NewsBytes, the
Pentagon released a plan that, if fully
implemented, would significantly restructure the
military health system's responsibilities in the
continental U.S. over the next several years. The
list includes 50 existing Military Treatment
Facilities whose services would change in some
way. In the FY2021 Defense Health Program
budget proposal, the Pentagon estimated a $36
million savings during the first transition year by
moving some patients (retirees and families) from
MTFs to private providers in the DoD's TRICARE
system. The focus of these changes is to improve
readiness. The DoD wants to remove care that
doesn't contribute to the readiness mission and
move it into the TRICARE civilian network. The

——————————————————————

VETERANS AFFAIRS - RETIREE INFO - AARP
https://www.va.gov/
And FLEET RESERVE
<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
VA Gets Big Budget Boost, DoD Gets Small
Increase
FRA Director of Legislative Programs John
Davis and Assistant Director of Legislative
Programs Theo Lawson attended the Department
of Veterans Affairs budget briefing on the
agency's proposed FY2021 budget. It includes a
$22.6 billion increase (10.2 percent) from the
current budget. The proposed budget provides for
14,000 more employees, of which 7,000 are
medical staff. The VA anticipates more than
33,000 veterans to enroll in VA healthcare.
The VA budget also provides for $1.2 billion
increase ($485 million more than 2020) for the
Caregiver program, which includes the expansion
of the FRA supported program. The budget also
includes $137 million to support the processing of
Blue Water Navy disability claims. Since the first
week of January, the VA has received 14,000
BWN claims and has paid $7.5 million in
retroactive benefit payments to 218 veterans and
their survivors. The VA expects a total of 70,000
BWN claims. The proposed budget provides $2.6
billion to modernize the electronic health records
(EHR). The process will provide a seamless
transition to the VA for injured or wounded service
7

Defense Health Agency estimates that 84,000
active duty family members and 110,000 military
retiree beneficiaries will be impacted by military
treatment facility downsizing proposed.
Many TRICARE beneficiaries are worried
about the impact these changes will have on their
pocketbook. Retirees and their family members
who are switched from MTFs to the TRICARE
network care would face out-of-pocket cost
increases because they would have a co-pay fee
for most of their covered services.
The FRA would like to know your thoughts on
this issue. Please fill out the survey online.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
DoD Releases Fact Sheet on SBP Changes
The Department of Defense (DoD) has recently
released a FAQ for recent changes to the Survivor
Benefit Program (SBP) that were enacted in the
FY 2020 National Defense Authorization Act (S.
1790). This FRA-supported provision provides for
the elimination of the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP)/
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC)
offset for widows and widowers of service
members over three years. This offset, also
known as the "widow's tax," impacts
approximately 65,000 widows and widowers of
our Armed Forces.
Under the previous law, a surviving spouse
who receives DIC is subject to a dollar-for-dollar
reduction of SBP payments, which can result in
SBP being either partially or fully offset. The
repeal will phase-in the reduction of this offset
beginning on January 1, 2021 and culminating
with elimination of the offset in its entirety on
January 1, 2023. For the remainder of calendar
year 2020, surviving spouses remain subject to
the existing dollar-for-dollar offset of SBP
payments by the amount of DIC paid by the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).
To view the DoD publication online.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Veterans History Project
The Library of Congress, Veterans History
Project is an effort to preserve oral histories,
memoirs and collections of historical documents
of U.S. veterans from World War I to the present.
The FRA wants to provide an opportunity for
Shipmates to share and preserve their stories for

future generations of Americans. The Veterans
History Project no longer accepts online
registrations. Please submit your historical
materials along with the required forms found in
our Veterans History Project Field Kit. Be sure to
follow the provided guidelines. The kit and
additional information about the project are online.
You will need to copy and paste this URL into
your browser: http://www.loc.gov/vets/kit.html
<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
9 Ways to Fight Germs and Other Health
Hazards on a Plane
by Barbara Stepko, AARP
Where the danger zones are and how to avoid
getting sick when you fly. An airplane offers the
perfect petri dish for germs to thrive: close
quarters, frequent passenger turnaround and
recirculated air. And certain areas —
<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
What You Need to Know About the
Coronavirus 1:48min
Learn the symptoms of the novel coronavirus
and how you can help prevent spreading the
virus.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Thousands of free online user manuals
BY KOMANDO STAFF, KOMANDO.COM
FEBRUARY 4, 2020
It‘s so fun to bring home a new gadget, but in
all the excitement of unpacking and trying out
your new gizmo, the last thing you‘re thinking of is
carefully filing and saving the owner‘s manual.
Who needs the manual anyway? Your device
is brand new and running like a charm. But when
something does go wrong, or a setting needs to
be changed later, the instructions are nowhere to
be found.
ManualsOnline holds owner‘s manuals for
more than 700,000 products, many dating back
several years. You can search for major brands
and manufacturers like Apple, LG, Sony, GE and
more.
It has information on everything you‘ll need, from
your smartphone to your refrigerator. Best of all,
they‘re free to access! You can even upload your
manuals in your very own account, so you know
exactly where to find them the next time you have
a problem. MANUALSONLINE.COM
8

<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
5 Stomach Symptoms You Should Never
Ignore - What they can mean and when to call
the doctor
by Michelle Crouch, AARP, February 11, 2020
Everyone has stomach issues from time to
time, and occasional digestive discomfort is not
usually something to worry about. That said,
doctors note that there are a few gastrointestinal
symptoms that you shouldn't write off, because
they could signal something serious.
"I've seen many cases where patients have
waited way too long before seeking medical
attention,‖ says Christine Lee, a gastroenterologist
at the Cleveland Clinic.
Here are five symptoms you should never
ignore and what they may mean. READ MORE
<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
1 in 5 Insured Patients Hit by Surprise Medical
Bills After Surgery - Even when surgeons and
hospitals are in-network, assistants and labs
might not be
by Rachel Nania, AARP, February 12, 2020
What hurts worse than surgery? How about an
unexpected bill for thousands of dollars? That's
what one in five insured patients see after
undergoing popular nonemergency operations at
in-network hospitals or outpatient centers with
surgeons who accept their insurance.
The average surprise bill insured patients
receive after surgery is $2,011 — and that's on
top of any out-of-pocket balance a patient owes
(usually around $1,800) to meet insurance copays and deductibles, according to a report
published in the Journal of the American Medical
Association. READ MORE
——————————————————————
SOMETHING FROM OUR SHIPMATES:
SEA STORIES, COMMENTS, JOKES, ETC.
=====
Submitted by Pete Peterson, MM1(SS) B 70-72,
USSVI Member at Large

3 - You don't need anger management. You
need people to stop p-$$-ng you off.
 4 - Your people skills are just fine. It's your
tolerance for idiots that need work.
 5 - The biggest lie you tell yourself is, "I don't
need to write that down. I'll remember it."
 6 - These days, "on time" is when you get
there.
 7 - Even duct tape can't fix stupid - but it sure
does muffle the sound.
 8 - Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could put
ourselves in the dryer for ten minutes, then
come out wrinkle-free and three sizes smaller?
 9 - Lately, You've noticed people your age are
so much older than you
 10 - You thought growing old would take
longer.
 11 - Aging sure has slowed you down, but it
hasn't shut you up.
 12 - You still haven't learned to act your age,
and hope you never will.
And one more:
So you know you are growing old when "one
for the road" means taking a pee before you leave
the house.
=====
Submitted by Dave Violette, MM1(SS) B 73-76,
655 Assoc. Life Member


I came across an interesting article regarding
the actual fate of the crew on the CSS Hunley.
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/new
-explosive-theory-what-doomed-crew-hunley180974159/
The author makes a compelling point about
how the crew died. I believe she has the most
reliable answer to the crew's fate.
The only flaw in her theory would be that if her
analysis is correct the crew would have died
almost immediately after the attack - they had no
time to respond. This though is refuted somewhat
by claims that signal lights from the Hunley were
seen after the attack. The Hunley.org website
has some contradictory information as to whether
actual blue signal lights from Hunley were in fact
spotted.
Since you are in the Charleston area, do you
have any way to confirm whether signal lights

The 12 Commandments of Growing Old
 1 - Talk to yourself, because there are times
you need expert advice.
 2 - Consider "In Style" to be the clothes that
still fit.
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were in fact seen from the Hunley after the attack
on the USS Housatonic? Or, is the story about
signal lights being seen just folklore?

tools a bit less of a necessity and allowed saving
images directly to file instead of copying to the
Clipboard. It could be active using a hot-key
sequence from the keyboard. It was replaced by
the Snip & Sketch Tool in the Windows 10
October 2018. It can be downloaded for earlier
versions of Windows.
https://techjourney.net/install-or-enablesnipping-tool-in-windows-7-vista/

Editor Note: Answer concerning the ―Blue Light‖
theory is from Harry Nettles, QMCM(SS) G COB
91-92, USSVI Charleston Base, Charleston Base
H.L. Hunley Memorial Chairman
The best I can remember and I will verify this,
is that the only persons who believe they saw the
lights were soldiers at Battery Wagner (Breeches
Inlet) and that there was no lantern in the vessel
with blue lens. In my speech Monday I eluded to
the conclusion, my ideas only, that the crew was
so disoriented and starved for oxygen that they
died shortly thereafter. I just saw this article today
and believe it very plausible. It just makes sense.
Also, I just checked with my source and found that
there was one officer on the Housatonic who
claimed to have seen a blue light and the men
from Battery Marshall who also claimed to have
see it which is why they started the signal fire for
Dixon to navigate back to the Inlet.
———————————————————
The Computer Corner
By: George Birmingham, ET1
(SS), Gold 69-74

Here are links to several articles to help you use
this new utility more effectively.
https://www.techrepublic.com/article/how-totake-screenshots-with-windows-10-snipsketch/
https://www.askvg.com/tip-different-ways-toopen-screen-snip-sketch-in-windows-10/
https://www.digitalcitizen.life/how-editscreenshots-and-images-using-snip-sketch
And finally a word of caution if you are using
the tool to capture web-based pages for your own
content or articles you are creating for public
consumption. Be sure to annotate the captures
with the source of the information so that you can
provide appropriate attribution to the original
authors. Here are the Terms and Conditions from
the page displayed by the last link above:
Terms, conditions, and copyright
Except where otherwise noted, all content
is provided "as is," with no warranties and it
is licensed under Creative Commons
Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike
4.0 International. If you use materials
published from this site for non-commercial
purposes, you are kindly asked to mention
our site as the source and post a link to the
original article(s). Also, please be aware
that some of our pages might have different
copyright notices that apply to them. All
products mentioned on our website are
registered trademarks and trademarks of
their respective companies.

Windows 10 Snip and Sketch
Tool
As Windows users, we have
been aware for many years that the Alt-PrtScr key
sequence would copy whatever was on our
screen to the clipboard for use in other
applications like Word, WordPad, PowerPoint and
similar document creating applications. Most
popular browsers offered plug-ins and add-ons
that also allowed for capturing all or part of a web
page in a more user controller manner.
Windows 7, Windows Vista, Windows 8, and
the early releases of Windows 10 included a tool
called the Snipping Tool, which could take still
screenshots of an open window, selected
rectangular areas, a user selectable free-form
area, or even the entire screen. Snips could then
be annotated using a mouse or a tablet, and then
stored as an image file, an MHTML file, or emailed. This utility made the need for browser

Unfortunately, not all content is free to be
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special operations troops close in to shore.
Among North Dakota's Navy submarine
veterans, the christening of the ship also known
as SSN-784 is a point of pride.
Capt. Duane Sand, a naval reservist, is
regularly called back to active duty, training U.S.
and foreign crews in international submarine
rescue techniques.
Sand said the North Dakota will be the best of
the Virginia class subs to date. "We were overdue
for getting this submarine named after North
Dakota. It's a huge privilege," he said.
Opting for submarines involved good oldfashioned North Dakota hard-headedness, says
the Bismarck businessman, who grew up in
Fargo, Pembina, N.D., and Lancaster, Minn.
As a midshipman at the U.S. Naval Academy,
Sand was told by an instructor that he wasn't
smart enough to work on a sub.
"I wanted to prove him wrong, and I studied
really hard," to make it into the nuclear submarine
pipeline, Sand said. "I love challenges. I just
buckled down and stayed with it."
He served on the USS West Virginia and USS
Florida, both Trident class ballistic missile
submarines, and the USS Atlanta, a Los Angeles
attack submarine.
His worst experience underwater occurred off
the coast of Bosnia in 1998.
"We were at periscope depth for 35 days and
nights, and we almost got run over by a boat
running weapons for the Serbs," he said. "I was
the officer of the deck that night. We had our
torpedo tubes loaded with torpedoes and cruise
missiles. It's very stressful."
'Some awful tight spots'
Ken Larson is a happily retired 88-year-old in
Pelican Rapids, Minn.
But in March 1943, the then 17-year-old from
Oakes, N.D., wanted to get into the fight in World
War II.
He joined the Navy. A buddy then convinced
him that being a submariner was a good deal.
"It paid 50 percent more, and that sounded
pretty good," Larson said.
His first military school was in New London,
Conn. The training sub was a World War I
leftover.

used, so when you snip, be sure to check the
Copyright information on the page to make certain
you use it appropriately, and legally. The Snip &
Sketch tool, at present, does not capture that
information for you. Maybe in future releases it will
do so automatically.
As always, shipmates, comments and
suggestions for future topics are welcomed. I am
in need of topics for future articles, so please send
your ideas along to me. Contact me at
subvet_ssbn@bellsouth.net.
And if you have a difficult computer or network
problem you need help with, contact me. I‘m
always glad to help out if I can.
//George
===========
The Programmer Who Invented Ctrl+Alt+Del
Control Alt Delete has become a well-known
computer shortcut. Did your computer freeze?
Ctrl+Alt+Del. Is one of your programs acting up?
Ctrl+Alt+Del. But how did we get here and what
was the purpose of the quick command in the first
place? The story goes all the way back to a time
when our legs had warmers on them and
"Flashdance" was all the rage: the ‗80s. WATCH
VIDEO HERE
——————————————————————
Submitted by Tom Vaughan ET1(SS) B 76-81
Golden Corner Base and Jim Kinney LT G WEPS
67-69 Tarheel Base, Holland Club & 655 Assoc.
Life Member
Former submariners reflect on the 'silent
service' as sub set to take North Dakota name |
Grand Forks Herald
FARGO - North Dakota is far from the Atlantic or
Pacific oceans. But some of its sons and
daughters have long felt the tug of the sea, joining
the U.S. Navy to serve their country.
Today, the first warship to carry the state's
name in 90 years, the nuclear fast attack
submarine USS North Dakota, will be christened in
a ceremony in Groton, Conn.
The $2.6 billion submarine will be the most
modern warship of its kind. The 377-foot long,
7,800-ton boat is designed to be among the
stealthiest in the "silent service," with state-of-theart surveillance gear and the ability to deliver
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"They figured if you could stand it in that, you
could stand it in anything. They were crowded,"
he said.
Larson was then sent to Pearl Harbor in Hawaii
to learn how to run the control panel regulating
power from a sub's diesel engines.
In October 1944, he was assigned to the USS
Blackfin, boat No. 322. It was 310 feet long, with a
crew of 81 or 82. It had four large diesel engines
and two massive batteries allowing the sub to stay
submerged up to 18 hours.
"We had no way of making air and had to
come up to charge batteries," he said.
"I made five war patrols on that boat. And we
sank I think it was a cruiser, and then we sank
three or four merchant ships," Larson said.
"We got into some awful tight spots, which I
never did expect to come out of, but I'm here," he
said.
"We took a lot of depth-charging. At one point,
our boat was damaged quite heavily. We had to
go back to Pearl Harbor to get it repaired," Larson
said.
His last cruise on the Blackfin ended in March
1946. He then left the Navy.
After the war, he began wiring farms for
electricity, then got a job with Otter Tail Power
Co., working there for 37 years.
Larson would like to tour the USS North
Dakota, "but I wouldn't care to go for a ride. I don't
really like closed-in places anymore. I guess I got
out of that."
'Sharks of Steel' star
If you've watched the Discovery Channel, you
might have caught a glimpse of Steve Volk.
Volk served in the Navy from 1974 to 1995.
Back in the early 1990s, the 57-year-old from
Mandan, N.D., was a torpedo man on the USS
Topeka, an attack submarine. The pay was great,
the food was good, but the duty was hard
because of the long separations from family, he
said.
Besides the Topeka, he served on the fast
attack submarines USS Bergall, USS Guitarro,
and a ballistic missile boat, the USS Ohio.
For the Discovery show "Sharks of Steel," a
cameraman went into one of the Topeka's torpedo
tubes. When the hatch was opened, the video

was of Volk preparing to slide a torpedo into the
breach.
For a few moments, he was a star.
Volk, who rose to the rank of petty officer first
class, says much work on modern subs is
classified.
"If we were on a hairy mission, we always got
briefed first. Then we signed papers saying we
wouldn't talk about it. Then we got debriefed. And
signed papers again that we couldn't talk about it,"
he said.
Volk, now works for a railroad in the BismarckMandan area, and recently finished a yearlong
stint as state commander of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars.
'I miss those guys'
Ryan Johnson wanted to someday become an
engineer, and he also knew he wanted to serve
his country.
The solution?
After graduating from Lisbon (N.D.) High
School, he decided to sign up for a six-year hitch
in the Navy to become an electronics technician
for nuclear propulsion systems.
Between boot camp and rigorous technical
training, it was nearly two years before he was
posted to the USS Chicago, an attack submarine,
where he spent much of the next four years.
"It's a small space. The crew was 120 to 130
people," Johnson said.
The days ended up being 18 hours long, he
said.
"On long cruises, it can get tiresome because
you never get a weekend. You're always running,"
Johnson said. "It's like a small town. It's
completely self-sufficient. You can't go out and
have a shop do something for you when you're
out to sea."
The training paid off. The 39-year-old West
Fargo man now is an engineer with John Deere
Electronic Solutions.
"I'm glad I did it. The people that you serve
with become very close friends when you spend
that much time with them. I miss those guys," he
said.
'Get me down deep'
Phillip Johnston and his buddies almost met
some Russians the hard way.
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Johnston, a 67-year-old retired farmer from
Forest River, served in the Navy from 1967 to
1970. Trained as a sonar operator, he was
assigned to the "gold crew" for a "boomer," a
ballistic missile submarine named the Henry L.
Stimson.
Normally, the Polaris missile sub cruised
quietly in the ocean, fulfilling its role as part of the
nation's Cold War nuclear deterrent.
But things got exciting in the Mediterranean.
"We had been listening to an active sonar
(contact) for several days and it kept getting
louder and louder and finally we could hear it
through the hull," Johnston said.
"Commander (Robert) Weeks walked into
sonar on my watch. And he asked what we should
do. And I said, 'Sir, we've got a lot of tapes on this
guy. We're pretty sure he's a Russian. Let's go up
and see if we can take a peek and get a picture.'
"The skipper said, 'I think that's a great idea.'
So he walked out into control and said, 'Take me
to periscope depth.' So we went to periscope
depth," Johnston said.
"And then I heard him say.‘Get me down deep. All
ahead flank. Take me to 900 feet. And he came
back into sonar and his face was just as white as
the wall.
"I asked him what it was. It was the new
Russian (helicopter) carrier the Moskva. She had
been 250 yards behind us.
"So, we ran deep and fast for 24 hours. And
we came up and listened, and she was gone. In
my opinion, the Russians never knew we were
there," Johnston said.
Another incident drove home the fragility of
life.
"Young men tend not to believe that a sub is a
dangerous place to serve," he said. "We were on
patrol when the USS Scorpion went down. She
went down with all hands."
The Scorpion sank in May 1968 in the Atlantic
Ocean, killing 99 men. It is one of only two nuclear
submarines the Navy has ever lost.
'A close community'
Jerry Samuelson spent eight of his 21 years as
a Navy cook on submarines, ending up as a
senior chief petty officer. The 58-year-old
McKenzie County (N.D.) veterans service officer

said he drawn to submarines by the pay.
From 1980 to 1984, he served on the USS
Ohio, and then later served four years on the
older USS Will Rogers, a Polaris missile
submarine. He also did a short tour on the USS
Greenling, a fast attack submarine.
"The best part was the camaraderie. You're
there with (your crewmates) 24 hours a day for 70
days at a time," he said.
That extends to the families, too.
"It's such a close community. They take care of
their own," Samuelson said.
Normally, the ballistic missile subs cruised about
70 days submerged before returning to port.
But once, one of the boats had to extend its
cruise 10 days because another sub needed
repairs.
The subs are supposed to go out with 90 days
of food, but at the end of that cruise, when
Samuelson opened the freezer, they had one box
of meat.
"For a cook that can be career ending, running
out of food," he said.
Samuelson said it's important to support the USS
North Dakota and its crew.
"It's going to be our submarine for the next 33
years, as long as that reactor is there. We have to
support that crew," he said.
Humor on deck
Starting in 1979, Duane Kleven served 17
years in the Navy, eight of them on two attack
submarines, the USS Cincinnati and the USS
Pargo.
During his time on the Cincinnati, Kleven, now
a business analyst for Catholic Health Initiatives in
Fargo, learned how not to wake up a sub's senior
enlisted man, the chief of boat or COB.
Kleven, then a fire control man second class,
was the messenger on a night watch when the
officer of the deck ordered the ship to periscope
depth. But the diving officer had a difficult time
maintaining neutral buoyancy.
"The diving officer in his frustration, ordered
me to 'Go wake up the COB and thank him for the
wonderful trim he had left him,' " Kleven wrote in
an email.
"The COB was the diving officer on the
previous watch. Being the naïve country farm boy
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that I was, I did exactly what I was told. I went to
wake up the COB."
Kleven describes submarine bunks as coffinlike structures just big enough for someone to
sleep on their side, with a fluorescent light and a
privacy curtain.
"I dashed out the forward control room door,
down the ladder and forward to the 'goat
locker' (chief's quarters). I knocked on the door
and entered. Sure enough, the COB was asleep
in the top bunk ... I yelled 'COB!' with authority
and yanked his curtain open as fast as I could.
"I frightened the COB so badly, he attempted
to sit straight up in his bunk. He hit his head so
hard against his bunk light that he fell backwards,
bounced off the mattress and hit his head on the
bunk light a second time," Kleven said.
Kleven said he then knew fear.
"The sound that emanated from his bunk was
not of this world. I was stunned. The next 30
seconds were the longest seconds of my life. The
COB unleashed a verbal tirade using a
vocabulary and a tone of voice that seemed
humanly impossible.
"When the COB stopped to take a breath, I
saw my chance for a quick exit," Kleven said.
"As I entered the control room, everyone was
laughing so hard they were crying. Before I could
come to grips with what had just happened and
the fact the joke was on me, the COB came
storming into the control room behind me in his
skivvies, angry beyond belief," then proceeded to
dress down the diving officer and Kleven.
The incident earned Kleven 35 days of mess
duty, ensuring he'd meet each of his 120
crewmates every day.
"You can do a lot of self-reflection while
washing dishes," Kleven wrote.
After Kleven's sins were washed away, the
COB assigned him to his watch.
"As it turns out, the COB was a great guy. He
took me under his wing and taught me a lot about
leadership and how to be a submariner. He is a
man I will never forget," Kleven wrote
——————————————————————
Submitted by George Birmingham, ET1(SS) G 6974, 655 Assoc. Life Member, USSVI Piedmont
Base-Holland Club

CPO Standards
Contributed by: Mike McCaffrey, Admiral (retired
USN)
Never forget this, a Chief can become an
Officer, but an Officer can never become a Chief.
Chiefs have their standards!
Recollections of a Whitehat.
"One thing we weren't aware of at the time, but
became evident as life wore on, was that we
learned true leadership from the finest examples
any lad was ever given, Chief Petty Officers. They
were crusty old bastards who had done it all and
had been forged into men who had been time
tested over more years than a lot of us had time
on the planet. he ones I remember wore hydraulic
oil stained hats with scratched and dinged-up
insignia, faded shirts, some with a Bull Durham
tag dangling out of their right-hand pocket or a
pipe and tobacco reloads in a worn leather pouch
in their hip pockets, and a Zippo that had been
everywhere. Some of them came with tattoos on
their forearms that would force them to keep their
cuffs buttoned at a Methodist picnic.
Most of them were as tough as a boarding
house steak. A quality required to survive the life
they lived. They were, and always will be, a breed
apart from all other residents of Mother
Earth. They took eighteen year old idiots and
hammered the stupid bastards into sailors.
You knew instinctively it had to be hell on earth
to have been born a Chief's kid. God should have
given all sons born to Chiefs a return option.
A Chief didn't have to command respect. He
got it because there was nothing else you could
give them. They were God's designated hitters on
earth.
We had Chiefs with fully loaded Submarine
Combat Patrol Pins, and combat air crew wings in
my day...hard-core bastards who remembered
lost mates, and still cursed the cause of their
loss...and they were expert at choosing
descriptive adjectives and nouns, none of which
their mothers would have endorsed.
At the rare times you saw a Chief topside in
dress canvas, you saw rows of hard-earned, worn
and faded ribbons over his pocket. "Hey Chief,
what's that one and that one?" "Oh hell kid, I can't
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remember. There was a war on. They gave them
to us to keep track of the campaigns." "We didn't
get a lot of news out where we were. To be
honest, we just took their word for it. Hell son, you
couldn't pronounce most of the names of the
places we went. They're all depth charge survival
geedunk." "Listen kid, ribbons don't make you a
Sailor." We knew who the heroes were, and in the
final analysis that's all that matters.
Many nights, we sat in the after mess deck
wrapping ourselves around cups of coffee and
listening to their stories. They were light-hearted
stories about warm beer shared with their running
mates in corrugated metal sheds at resupply
depots where the only furniture was a few packing
crates and a couple of Coleman lamps. Standing
in line at a Honolulu cathouse or spending three
hours soaking in a tub in Freemantle, smoking
cigars, and getting loaded. It was our history. And
we dreamed of being just like them because they
were our heroes. When they accepted you as
their shipmate, it was the highest honor you would
ever receive in your life. At least it was clearly that
for me They were not men given to the
prerogatives of their position.
You would find them with their sleeves rolled
up, shoulder-to-shoulder with you in a stores
loading party. "Hey Chief, no need for you to be
out here tossin' crates in the rain, we can get all
this crap aboard."
"Son, the term 'All hands' means all hands."
"Yeah Chief, but you're no damn kid anymore,
you old coot."
"Horsefly, when I'm eighty-five parked in the
stove up old bastards' home, I'll still be able to
kick your worthless butt from here to fifty feet past
the screw guards along with six of your closest
friends." And he probably wasn't bullshitting.
They trained us. Not only us, but hundreds
more just like us. If it wasn't for Chief Petty
Officers, there wouldn't be any U.S. Navy. There
wasn't any fairy godmother who lived in a hollow
tree in the enchanted forest who could wave her
magic wand and create a Chief Petty Officer.
They were born as hot-sacking seamen, and
matured like good whiskey in steel hulls over
many years. Nothing a nineteen year-old jay-bird
could cook up was original to these old saltwater

owls. They had seen E-3 jerks come and go for so
many years; they could read you like a book.
"Son, I know what you are thinking. Just one word
of advice. DON'T. It won't be worth it."
"Aye, Chief."
Chiefs aren't the kind of guys you thank.
Monkeys at the zoo don't spend a lot of time
thanking the guy who makes them do tricks for
peanuts.
Appreciation of what they did, and who they
were, comes with long distance retrospect. No
young lad takes time to recognize the worth of his
leadership. That comes later when you have
experienced poor leadership or let's say, when
you have the maturity to recognize what leaders
should be, you find that Chiefs are the standard
by which you measure all others.
They had no Academy rings to get scratched
up. They butchered the King's English. They had
become educated at the other end of an anchor
chain from Copenhagen to Singapore. They had
given their entire lives to the U.S. Navy. In the
progression of the nobility of employment, Chief
Petty Officer heads the list. So, when we
ultimately get our final duty station assignments
and we get to wherever the big Chief of Naval
Operations in the sky assigns us, if we are lucky,
Marines will be guarding the streets, and there will
be an old Chief in an oil-stained hat and a cigar
stub clenched in his teeth standing at the brow to
assign us our bunks and tell us where to stow our
gear... and we will all be young again, and the
damn coffee will float a rock.
Life fixes it so that by the time a stupid kid
grows old enough and smart enough to recognize
who he should have thanked along the way, he no
longer can. If I could, I would thank my old Chiefs.
If you only knew what you succeeded in pounding
in this thick skull, you would be amazed. So,
thanks you old casehardened unsalvageable sonof-a-bitches. Save me a rack in the berthing
compartment."
Life isn't about waiting for the storm to pass.
It's about learning to dance in the rain.
——————————————————————
Navy Launches Nuclear Missile From
Submarine Cruising Off San Diego (TIMES OF
SAN DIEGO 13 FEB 20) ... Chris Jennewein
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The Navy said Thursday it conducted a
scheduled test flight of an unarmed Trident II
nuclear missile from the USS Maine, a ballisticmissile submarine submerged off the coast of San
Diego.
The test of a life-extended version of the
venerable nuclear-weapon system followed the
submarine‘s recent overhaul and refueling.
―The professional performance by the crew of
the USS Maine today demonstrated they are
ready to stand the watch for our nation‘s strategic
deterrence mission,‖ said James F. Geurts,
assistant secretary of the Navy, who was aboard
the submarine for the launch.
This launch on Wednesday marked the 177th
successful test of a Trident II missile.
―Today‘s test demonstrates the continued
reliability of our sea-based nuclear deterrent,
which is made possible by our sailors, civilians
and industry partners who bring expertise and
dedication to the mission that is unmatched by
any other country,‖ said Vice Adm. Johnny R.
Wolfe.
―These same teams are now developing the
next generation of the Trident strategic weapon
system, which will extend our sea-based deterrent
for the next 40 years,‖ he said.
More than two thirds of the nation‘s deliverable
nuclear warheads are on Trident missiles aboard
submarines.
The missiles have a range of over 7,500 miles
and each carries up to 14 independently targeted
nuclear warheads.
Trident missiles are deployed aboard
submarines used by both the United States and
the United Kingdom.
https://timesofsandiego.com/
military/2020/02/13/navy-launches-nuclearmissile-from-submarine-cruising-off-sandiego/
——————————————————————
A Kitsap-Based Sub Just Tested One Of The
Most Powerful Weapons On The Planet —
Twice (KITSAP SUN 20 FEB 20) ... Josh Farley
SAN DIEGO — Gazing out toward the Pacific's
horizon, David Ellingson watched on Feb. 12 as a
missile suddenly popped like a cork above the
waterline. Before it could fall, its rockets fired,

propelling it upward.
In a matter of minutes, the missile disappeared
into the atmosphere, with only a trail of smoke in
its wake.
It's the third time Ellingson, a retired engineer
who worked in the country's ballistic missile
programs over a 42-year career, has watched a
test of one of the world's most powerful weapons
launch from a submarine hidden below the
waves.
"It's always an incredible sight," said Ellingson,
who is president of the Bremerton-Olympic
Peninsula Council of the Navy League. "It couldn't
have gone better."
The submarine responsible for launching the
unarmed test missile, the USS Maine, recently
completed a $371 million overhaul at the Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard. Testing the weaponry is
its culmination of a modernization that extends the
boat's life 20 years.
The Maine is among 14 submarines whose
mission is to provide a stealthy nuclear strike
when the nation's leaders demand it. Its punishing
payload can contain warheads with the explosive
energy of 100 and 475 kilotons. By comparison,
the bomb dropped on Hiroshima, Japan, at the
end of World War II had the energy of 15 kilotons.
'Execute our enduring mission'
Over a little more than three decades, the
Maine and its Ohio-class sisters have launched
tests of the missile known as the Trident II 178
times.
And it fired not just one missile this month off
the coast of San Diego, but two. Following the
launch on Feb. 12, a second took place Feb. 16.
The missiles, which achieve a height five times
higher than the International Space Station, are
believed to have touched down thousands of
miles away near Wake Island, according to Hans
M. Kristensen, director of the nuclear information
project at the Federation of American Scientists, a
Washington D.C.-based think tank.
The nation's ballistic missile-carrying
submarines are known as the sea leg of the
country's "strategic nuclear deterrent triad," to
also include the Air Force's land-fired missiles and
nuclear-capable bombers. But the sea leg is
known as the most survivable because
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submarines are hidden under the waves. About
70% of the nation's deployed nuclear weapons lie
with subs — and Bangor is home to the country's
largest stockpile.
"I couldn‘t be more proud of the way they
executed both of the test launches," said Rear
Adm. Doug Perry, commander of the submarine
group that includes the Maine. "And I‘m excited to
get USS Maine back to executing our enduring
mission, providing the nation with the most
reliable and survivable strategic deterrent the
world has ever known."
https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/
news/2020/02/20/kitsap-based-sub-test-fires-2unarmed-nuclear/4806647002/
——————————————————————
Judge Orders Release Of USS Thresher
Disaster Documents (PORTSMOUTH HERALD
19 FEB 20) ... Hadley Barndollar
WASHINGTON, D.C. — A federal judge has
ordered the U.S. Navy to begin releasing
unclassified documents in relation to the USS
Thresher, the nuclear submarine that imploded 57
years ago, taking the lives of 129, and forever
changing submarine safety.
It was the country's worst nuclear submarine
disaster in history when Thresher (SSN-593) did
not surface while conducting deep dive exercises
220 miles off Cape Cod on April 10, 1963. The
vessel imploded, and its shattered hull remains
more than 8,000 feet underwater today.
Thresher was built and commissioned at
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in 1961.
Approximately two dozen families of the men lost
aboard the submarine still live in New Hampshire,
and a number of other families reside in Maine.
The 129 deaths sent shock waves through the
Seacoast community, and left families without
husbands, fathers, sons and brothers. It also
catalyzed modern day submarine safety, which
today takes the form of the SUBSAFE program.
Since the program's inception, just one submarine
has been lost, the USS Scorpion in 1968.
In July, retired Navy Capt. James Bryant, a
former Thresher-class submarine commander
who served 23 years on active duty, sued the
Navy for release of the investigative documents.
On Feb. 10, U.S. District Court Judge Trevor

McFadden ordered the Navy to begin reviewing
300 pages of documents per month starting in
April, with rolling productions of the documents to
begin before May 15, every 60 days.
There are approximately 3,600 identified
pages of records.
Bryant, who currently investigates and lectures
about the loss of Thresher in his retirement, wrote
in his initial complaint that he sought the nonexempt portions of certain U.S. government
records relating to the loss of the nuclear
submarine. He filed the federal lawsuit after the
Navy denied expedited proceedings for his April
2019 Freedom of Information Act request, and
then "improperly withheld agency records," he
alleged.
"This FOIA lawsuit seeks disclosure of the
requested records in order to better inform the
public about the activities of the Navy and U.S.
government with respect to the loss of the
Thresher and the officers, sailors and civilians
onboard," the suit states, originally requesting
disclosure of the documents ahead of the
memorial dedication for the Thresher at Arlington
National Cemetery last September.
Bryant's complaint outlines the conflicting
theories about the Thresher's sinking that have
emerged over the years, including an electrical
failure and flooding in the engine room. The
documents could lend more clarity, he said in the
lawsuit.
In August, the Navy answered Bryant's
complaint stating it had not improperly withheld
any records under his FOIA request, and that it
was working on an ongoing classification review.
In a previously filed joint status report, the
Navy said its team would require approximately
240 hours to review for line-by-line
declassification purposes, with an additional 120
hours of FOIA exemption review and redaction,
over the course of 12 months.
But at the Feb. 10 hearing, McFadden was not
convinced by the Navy's review plans, and
ordered the first set of documents be released by
May 15.
Last fall, a long-awaited memorial for the
Thresher crew was dedicated at Arlington
National Cemetery, a process beginning in 2012
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requiring six levels of approvals. Senators and
members of Congress joined the push for a
Thresher memorial at Arlington National
Cemetery, including New Hampshire Sens.
Jeanne Shaheen and Sen. Maggie Hassan,
Maine Sens. Susan Collins and Angus King, and
Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren.
https://www.stripes.com/news/navy/judgeorders-release-of-uss-thresher-disasterdocuments-1.619256
——————————————————————
How The Navy Wants To Fix Its Woefully
Antiquated Computer Systems (NAVY TIMES
19 FEB 20) ... Geoff Ziezulewicz
The Navy‘s information technology is
antiquated and unable to provide sailors, Marines
and civilians with basic resources that any private
sector employee with a computer can access,
according to a report issued Wednesday by the
sea service.
The 15-page report ―Information Superiority
Vision‖ offers a prescription for how the Navy can
cure its IT and cyber security woes.
It also details how one of the world‘s most
advanced fighting forces fell so far behind other
large enterprises, at least when it comes to
technology.
Basic functions of modern networks are not
currently available in the Navy systems, forcing
many users to work around the system to get their
jobs done, according to the report.
―Simple capabilities such as file sharing, cloud
collaboration, chat, voice, and video are not
available to users,‖ the report states. ―Forwarddeployed (sailors) and Marines must manually
contextualize raw data from multiple unintegrated
systems.‖
Designed in the 1990s, the Navy‘s ―antiquated
network structures‖ open lanes of vulnerability for
adversaries who can get into the network through
simple phishing attacks and then wreak havoc.
―As technology changes, our network no longer
forms a linear battlespace simply defended by a
Maginot line of firewalls,‖ the report warns.
The Navy and Marine Corps have also been
stymied in recruiting, developing and retaining a
modern day information workforce.
―Our checklist-based security culture, outdated

information systems, and industrial age processes
stifle innovative thinking and give a false sense of
security,‖ the report states.
Acting Navy Secretary Thomas Modly wrote in
the report‘s introduction that everyone in his
agency ―must become a Cyber Sentry.‖
Sailors, Marines and civilians often head out
the door and into the IT private sector where they
are better paid, work with more newer technology
and hone their skills, the report warns.
To fix that, the Navy hired industry veteran
Aaron Weis last fall as its chief information officer.
Weis helms the sea service‘s information
management reform efforts.
He told Fifth Domain last month that he was
shocked by the ―day-to-day technology‖ provided
to sailors and Marines to do their jobs.
―I would say on a broad basis, as compared to
industry, what we provide to sailors and Marines
and civilians is about 15 years behind where
private industry is at,‖ Weis said.
The plan comes after troubling reports in
recent years about the vulnerability of Navy
networks to hacking and intrusion by foreign
adversaries such as Russia and China.
Last March, an internal audit presented to
Navy leaders and leaked to the Wall Street
Journal revealed that the Navy and its industry
partners face a ―cyber siege‖ by hackers who
have in past years stolen vital national security
secrets after exploiting critical weaknesses.
―We are under siege,‖ the Journal quoted a
senior Navy official as saying. ―People think it‘s
much like a deathly virus — if we don‘t do
anything, we could die.‖
This week‘s release of the unclassified public
plan — first reported by the Journal — doesn‘t
fully detail how the service is addressing
deficiencies.
But a key reform involves embracing artificial
intelligence to analyze and curate vast troves of
data, freeing sailors and Marines from the
repetitive drudgery of machine-oriented tasks.
As AI algorithms continue to learn and
develop, the Navy‘s future networks will change
some aspects of fighting wars, moving ―from
humans identifying and classifying every target to
approving target classifications…and finally to
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verifying automated classifications,‖ the report
states.
―This automation increases the speed at which
warfighters can absorb information, make
decisions, and act.‖
The report emphasizes that automation won‘t
remove a human from the loop when choosing to
engage a target.
In the meantime, unclassified, classified and
top secret networks must be revamped to exploit
two decades of technological advancements, and
everyone from a warship‘s crew to Marines in
battle will use flexible networks that can adapt to
the available bandwidth in a contested
environment, or no bandwidth at all, according to
the report.
The Navy must avoid its ―rich history of
building duplicative information systems,‖ and
everyone with a common access card, or CAC,
should have a single user identity from ―hire to
retire,‖ the authors added.
Digital innovation centers will allow teams of
nimble sailors and Marines to develop and share
new solutions across multiple teams so that
others don‘t find themselves ―‘relearning‘ the
same lessons.‖
Sailors, Marines and civilians also should
expect regular red team testing of their cyber
security knowledge.
―If we find vulnerabilities, we take corrective
action, no different than grounding an aircraft or
welding a ship to the pier,‖ the report states.
―Security becomes a state of being and
readiness.‖
Those who show aptitude for IT will be fasttracked and promoted, and everyone in the force
will have IT tenets drilled into them at all levels of
their career, the report states.
―Our future leaders need to come from within,‖
the report adds. ―The future (Navy Chief
Information Officer) is a junior Sailor, Marine, or
civilian today.‖
The report offers no timeline for reaching these
goals but the authors acknowledge all
modernization efforts will be paced by the
resources provided to fuel them, with other
government agencies and the defense industry
enlisted to help.

And the process will constantly evolve to
respond to new technologies that give adversaries
an edge.
―Transformation for competitive advantage will
never be ‗done,‘‖ the report warns.
https://www.navytimes.com/news/yournavy/2020/02/19/how-the-navy-wants-to-fix-itswoefully-antiquated-computer-systems/
——————————————————————
Clive Cussler's Life Honored with Senate
Resolution
Cussler led the expedition that found the
Hunley in 1995 and passed away this week. Now
the State Senate has issued a resolution honoring
his life.
New York Times best-selling author and
Friends of the Hunley board member Clive
Cussler passed away Tuesday at his home in
Arizona. The world recognizes him as a famous
author but in Charleston, South Carolina he is
also known for leading the National Underwater
and Marine Agency (NUMA) expedition that found
the legendary submarine Hunley. The finding
made worldwide news and led to a chain of
events that resulted in the raising of the Hunley as
well as an unprecedented excavation effort that
found many 19th century artifacts and the remains
of the eight-man crew.
Today the South Carolina Senate passed a
resolution honoring his life, his contribution to
literature, and maritime discovery and
preservation. The resolution can be found here.
<https:HUNLEY.us19.listmanage.comtrackclick?
u=c5f80f077a144d400d34dc093&id=21f206436
a&e=9d41c8fb4e>
Kellen Butler, Friends of the Hunley Executive
Director, said, ―Clive was the heart and soul of this
project. His commitment to maritime history was
contagious and he had a deep love for the team
he worked with to find the Hunley. My fondest
memory is from the day the Hunley was raised in
2000. At that time, I was a television journalist
and was interviewing him on the press boat. He
told me he wanted to be with his friends on the
NUMA boat and not with the media. Right before
the submarine came out of the ocean, he
suddenly jumped off the double-decker boat and
19

swam to his friends to toast the historic day. You
never knew what to expect with him, which was
part of his charm.‖
His love of adventure will be missed as we
honor a life well-lived. Godspeed sailor.
Two old friends meet again. This picture of
Clive Cussler was taken during a 2014 visit to the
Hunley lab at the Warren Lasch Conservation
Center.
*The Hunley Project*
On the evening of February 17, 1864, the H. L.
Hunley became the world‘s first successful
combat submarine by sinking the USS
Housatonic. After signaling to shore that the
mission had been accomplished, the submarine
and her crew of eight mysteriously vanished. Lost
at sea for over a century, the Hunleywas located
in 1995 by Clive Cussler‘s National Underwater
and Marine Agency (NUMA). The innovative hand
-cranked vessel was raised in 2000 and delivered
to the Warren Lasch Conservation Center, where
an international team of scientists are at work to
conserve the submarine for future generations
and piece together clues to solve the mystery of
her disappearance. The Hunley Project is
conducted through a partnership with the
Clemson University Restoration Institute, South
Carolina Hunley Commission, Naval History and
Heritage Command, Charleston Naval Complex
Redevelopment Naval Base Museum Authority,
and Friends of the Hunley.

——————————————————————
Two retired Master Chiefs had been shipmates
and friends for many decades. They eventually
found their way to both living in the same
retirement facility. Over the years as shipmates,
they had shared all kinds of activities and
adventures, however since moving into the facility
their activities had been limited to meeting a few
times a week to play cards..
One day, they were playing cards when one
looked at the other and said, 'Now don't get mad
at me ..... I know we've served together and have
been friends for a long time, but I just can't think
of your name! I've thought and thought, but I can't
remember it. Please tell me what your name is....
His friend stared at him for at least three
minutes -- he just stared and stared at him.
Finally, he said, 'How soon do you need to know?
——————————————————————
DO YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE
WEARING THIS SHIRT???

<https:HUNLEY.us19.listmanage.comtrackclick?
u=c5f80f077a144d400d34dc093&id=c806693c3
c&e=9d41c8fb4e>
<https:HUNLEY.us19.listmanage.comtrackclick?
u=c5f80f077a144d400d34dc093&id=daba89595
f&e=9d41c8fb4e>
<www.HUNLEY.org>
Copyright © 2020, Friends of the Hunley, All rights
reserved.
*Mailing address is:* 1250 Supply Street, North
Charleston, South Carolina 29405
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Print a copy, complete and mail with your check to the address below:

Event Registration 655 Reunion #11
7 – 11 October 2020
Holiday Inn Cincinnati Airport
1717 Airport Exchange Blvd.
Erlanger, KY 41018
888.294.5067
www.holidayinn.com/cvg-airport
Call the hotel number above or reserve on their website.
Reserve Group Rates using either:
Henry L. Stimson 655 Reunion OR Block Code R65
Hotel Reservation Deadline SEPT 16, 2020
Hotel Reservation is the responsibility of the individual.
Reunion Registration Deadline SEPT 16, 2020
http://ssbn655.org/reunions/2020_Reunion11
Please complete (print legibly), print the form and return along with a check payable to: Henry L. Stimson Reunion
Mail to: Dick Young, 7209 Austin Woods Ln., Cincinnati OH 45247 Email: stimson655reunion2020@aol.com
Shipmate Name: _________________________________________
Guest Name: _________________________
Relationship: ___ Spouse
___ Significant Other ___ Family
___ Friend
Street Address: _________________________ City: ________________________ State: ______ Zip: __________
Phone: Home: _______________________ Cell: _______________________ Work: ________________________
E-mail: Home: ___________________________________
Work: ______________________________________
Number who will be attending this event in your group: _________
# Patrols on STIMSON: __________
Total # Patrols on all boats: __________
Dates Onboard
Rate
Crew
Dates Onboard
Rate
Crew
_______________
__________
__________
_______________
__________
__________
Special Needs: _________________________________________________________________________________
(Event attendance will be through advance payment only.)
I am registering for the following per person (Association Member and all guests):
Registration Fee: (required for all)
$45.00 ea Number: _____ = __________
Saturday Banquet: (if attending)
$35.00 ea Number: _____ = __________
Wright Patterson AFB Tour (if attending)
$30.00 ea Number: _____ = __________
Ohio River Cruise/Meal (if attending)
$75.00 ea Number: _____ = __________
Total Enclosed _____________

REUNION USE ONLY
Check # _____________
Date Rcvd ___________
Registration # ________
Hotel Resv: __________

Two are two scheduled events. Please indicate your interest. Include fees with your check for the reunion.
1. Thursday: Wright Patterson AFB Museum Tour in Dayton OH. This is a 70 mile trip (just over an hour) and
we will go by coach bus/s. Cost for the tour/transportation is $30.00 per person.
(Include the fee in your check for registration.)
2. Friday: Ohio River Cruise and Meal. The cruise departure is less than a 30 minutes from the hotel and we
will go by coach bus/s. Cost for the Cruise/Meal and transportation is $75.00 per person.
(Include the fee in your check for registration.)

The Association has established a refund policy for reunion registrations and it is located within our
Bylaws in Article V.g. You can view this policy at:
http://ssbn655.org/association/bylaws/1610%20655BylawRev.pdf or on the back of this form.

Print a copy, complete and mail with your check to the address below:

g. Cancellation of reunion registration and the refund of monies paid will be based on the timing of the
cancellation. Registration cancelled prior to the reunion registration cutoff date will result in refund of
monies paid minus the registration/office fee. For cancellation after the registration cutoff date, there
will be no refund of monies paid.
Cincinnati is located in Southwest Ohio and just across the Ohio River is Northern Kentucky where
the reunion will be held. It‘s only 10 miles from Indiana. There are 3 Interstates that lead to Cincinnati:
I-74, I-75 and I-71. We are located a day‘s drive (8-10 hours) from most of the East Coast. There will
be plenty of free parking at the hotel for cars and RV's.
If you are flying there are 7 major airlines that service Cincinnati (CVG) and several are discount
airlines. They include Air Canada, Allegiant, American, Delta, Frontier, Southwest and United. A free
shuttle service from the airport (1.5 miles) is provided by the hotel.
Along with the planned activities here are a few activities that you can do on your own if you arrive
early or stay late or don’t plan on going to the Wright Patterson AFB Museum on Thursday.
The baseball season will be over but the Reds have one of the best Museums in the Professional
Baseball and it‘s located next to the Great American Ball Park. The Museum is free to veterans.
https://www.mlb.com/reds/hall-of-fame
Our Zoo and Botanical Gardens are second to none with a White Tiger display and Baby Fiona, a
hippo raised from birth at the zoo.
http://cincinnatizoo.org/
Tthe Creation Museum is about 7 miles from the hotel. It‘s a state of the art Adventure through biblical
history with stunning exhibits, botanical gardens, planetarium, zoo, zip lining …and dinosaurs. In the
Bible??? For real??? You gotta see it to believe it.
https://creationmuseum.org/
The Ark Encounter is 20 miles south and has a real wooden Ark based on the size described in the
bible; it is huge.
https://arkencounter.com/
Kentucky Horse Park is about 45 miles away near Lexington Kentucky.
https://kyhorsepark.com/
The Cincinnati Museum Center is near the downtown area and housed in the old Art-Deco Union
Terminal Train Station. It has a natural history museum and the Cincinnati History Museum. You can
also tour the old railroad control station housed on the top floor. It also features an IMAX theater.
https://www.cincymuseum.org/
The Hofbrauhaus in Newport, KY features the best German food outside of Munich.
https://www.hofbrauhausnewport.com/
You may want to check out the restaurant on the top of the Radisson Hotel located in Covington, Ky
(5 miles from the hotel) on the Ohio River. It sits on the 18th floor of the hotel and revolves once
every 45 minutes, giving a great view of the downtown area, and the food is delicious.
https://www.restaurantcovingtonky.com/

