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From the Association President -  

Tom Krauser, MM1(SS) B 72-74: 

     As we get ready to close out 2018 

and welcome in 2019, Marie and I 

would like to wish everyone a very 

happy holiday season.  Hopefully, we 

will all be able to get together with 

our families and friends to share the 

holidays with them. 

     As part of the Stimson family, Marie and I 

enjoyed reuniting with our shipmates from when 

we were on the Stimson and meeting new friends 

who were on at different times than us at the 

Oklahoma City reunion.  As part of the Stimson 

family we are all connected by a special bond. 

     So have a happy and safe holiday season. 

 ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

From the Association Chaplain - The Rev. 

John K. Morris, LT G/ENG 66-69 

(Jake to yôall)       

     With Thanksgiving already behind 

us, we are clearly into the holiday 

season.  I want to wish you all a 

joyful, safe, and blessed season.  I 

would ask that you remember those 

less fortunate than ourselves who live among us.  

Remember also those who, separated from their 

loved ones, stand watch at sea. //Jake  

********* 

Little Susie concluded her prayer by saying, ñDear 

God, before I finish, please take care of Daddy 

and Mommy, take care of my baby brother, 

Grandma and Grandpa é. And please take care 

of yourself or weôre all sunk! 

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

From the Association Storekeeper - Jim 

Weaver, SK2(SS) B 68-69; USSVIï Corvina 

Base:  

     The ships store has patches, 

decals and challenge coins ($5/ea + 

$1 flat mailing fee). Email or text if 

interested.  775-750-6891 

jweaver2845@gmail.com 

Some links to websites catering to 

our Submariner needs. If you have used a 

website to order submarine items from please 

send this info to me: 

¶ SubmarineShip.com - this is where the shirts 

and hats were made for the reunion 
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¶ Designed for Submariners - a website 

developed specifically for "Qualified 

Submariners" and their families. The products 

for sale on the site are all customizable.   

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

From the Association Historian/Memorabilia 

Custodian - Larry Knutson, MMCS(SS) B 79-81 

USSVI-Charleston Base: 

     I hope everyone who attended 

the reunion had a chance to view 

the selection of Association 

Memorabilia that was there. I was 

unable to attend and Gordon Long, 

who was going to transport the 

items with him, also had to cancel attendance at 

the last minute. Gordon was able to ship the items 

for arrival on Thursday and Nick brought 

everything back to Charleston with him. 

    Donôt forget the box of check-in cards Captain 

Weeks had on every Gold Crew member of his 

command. Several have asked for and received a 

copy of their card. If you were on Bobôs crew and 

would like a copy just send an email to our 

Secretary 655webmaster@ssbn655.org.  

     I will be continuing to place one picture each 

month from our collection of items that have been 

donated to the Association.  

  

HY80 Steel piece of hull provided by CAPT(SS) 

William Fitzpatrick CDR(SS) B/G CO 81-84 

OVHL 2 to the Association  

 ððððððððððððððððððððð 

From the 2018 Reunion Committee Chairman -  

Chuck Hladik, TM2(SS) G 67-70; USSVI ï USS 

Oklahoma City Base: 

     As noted in the last newsletter, 

each person who registered and 

attended the reunion received a 

very nice YETI-type cup. No, it 

wasnôt a Yeti but it still has all the 

features.  

     I am down to 3 blue tumblers 

and 6 red. It may be your last opportunity to have 

one of these very nice tumbler to display your 

pride of having served on the Stimson and the 

proceeds go to the 2018 Stimson reunion fund. 

These will be sold on a first come-first served 

basis for $17 each (shipping and handling 

included). Contact Chuck Hladik as soon as 

possible if you are wanting one of them. They will 

go fast!!! 

chkjoy1@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.designed4submariners.com/
mailto:655webmaster@ssbn655.org
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From The Editor 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Important Links: Throughout the month, 

shipmates will send me many links to add to the 

newsletter. All these links are good, most are 

informative and some are just downright great! 

Please try to take time during the month to re-read 

the newsletter and check out the links. You may 

be amazed at the interesting things you find. 

 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

2020 Reunion: Beginning in Januaryôs newsletter, 

the 2020 Reunion Chairman, Dick Young (SN(SS) 

G 70-71, USSVI Cincinnati Base, Association Life 

Member), will be placing articles in the newsletter. 

His goal is simply to let the Association know as 

much as he can and as far in advance as possible 

about the next reunion.  

 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Donation to St. Marys Submarine Museum: 

     During the Association Reunion Business 

Meeting it was approved to donate $2000.00 to 

the St. Maryôs Museum. The following note was 

received from the Director, Keith Post. He is also 

a Honorary Member of the 655 Association. 

Please note this info on using Amazon Smile to 

help support the Museum. 

ðð- 

     Wanted to let you know we 

received the check from your 

Treasurer. THANK YOU again so 

much for your support of the 

Museum. I will get a formal letter 

off to thank you and all the members that you can 

share by email. 

Please look for us on FACEBOOK! 

     Friends please help Support the St. Marys 

Submarine Museum. When you Shop Amazon, 

please use the Amazon Smile Website and make 

us your charity of choice!  The Amazon Smile 

Foundation makes quarterly payments to the 

Museum based on a percentage of total sales at 

this website when you select the Museum as your 

charity. 

http://smile.amazon.com/ 

Keith F. Post, Executive Director  

St. Marys Submarine Museum 

102 St. Marys Street West 

Post Office Box 5640 

St. Marys, GA  31558-5640 

912-882-ASUB (2782)  

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT  IMPORTANT 

FEDVIP OPEN SEASON 

November 12 ï December 12 

TRDPïtoïFEDVIP Transition 

     The TRICARE Retiree Dental Program (TRDP) 

ends on December 31, 2018. Most of those who 

use this Retiree Dental Insurance Program know it 

as Delta Dental. 

     If you are currently enrolled in a TRDP plan, you 

will not be automatically enrolled in a FEDVIP plan 

for 2019. You must enroll during open season. 

     The first opportunity to enroll in FEDVIP will be 

during the next Federal Benefits Open Season, 

which runs from November 12 through December 

10, 2018 (ET), with coverage effective January 1, 

2019. 

     Use the following link to access all the 

information you will need about the various plans 

that will become available to you when open 

enrollment occurs. If you have a regular dentist, talk 

to them before enrolling in one of the programs. Not 

all dentists will take all of the coverage programs. 

https://tricare.benefeds.com/InfoPortal/

containerPage?

EventName=transition&ctoken=Xy3C5dRF 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

STIMSON Association Life Membership:  

     IAW Article 1.VI.a. of our Bylaws, there is an 

option for our shipmates to obtain a Lifetime 

Membership (LTM) in our Association.  

     The Bylaws state: At any time, a member may 

make a one-time payment of $100.00 for Lifetime 

Membership. Special recognition and a separate 

roster of all Lifetime Members shall be established 

and maintained by the Secretary and posted on the 

Web Site by the Webmaster.  

 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

https://www.facebook.com/StMarysSubMuseum/
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://tricare.benefeds.com/InfoPortal/containerPage?EventName=transition&ctoken=Xy3C5dRF
https://tricare.benefeds.com/InfoPortal/containerPage?EventName=transition&ctoken=Xy3C5dRF
https://tricare.benefeds.com/InfoPortal/containerPage?EventName=transition&ctoken=Xy3C5dRF
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Sharing Pictures with Shipmates: 

     If anyone has pictures you would like to share 

with your shipmates please follow the directions in 

this link and I will be glad to put them in the 

newsletter. 

Picture Upload Instructions (to Dropbox)  

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

The Lean Submariner 
     Hereôs the latest posts on the blog. Still going 

strong. The link to his blog is  

§ https://theleansubmariner.com/ 

***** 

§ Global Undersea Warfare Champions - As 

Veterans Day 2018 approaches, I wanted to 

say thanks to the winning team that has given 

so much to the nation. On December 7th, 

1941, unforeseen circumstances changed the 

role of submarines forever. Gone was the role 

of coastal protection and scouting for the fleet 

and our submarine force has never looked 

back. Sheer [é] Read more of this post 

§ It takes a thief - In the late nineteen sixties, 

there was a TV series starring Robert Wagner 

called ñIt takes a Thiefò. Wagner starred as a 

reformed thief who used his powers for good 

instead of evil. The series was loosely based 

on an old English proverb that said "Set a thief 

to catch a thief". (Or as is [é] Read more of 

this post 

§ I never planned on becoming an 

old veteran  As Veteran's Day approaches 

once more, my thoughts turn to how many 

veterans I have known in my life. My Dad, of 

course, comes to mind immediately. He served 

during the last year of World War 2 in the Navy 

and returned to an America that was 

fundamentally changed from the country he 

had grown [é] Read more of this post 

***** 

§ Reporters noted: ñThere is a typical 

submarine smellò Stories from the U 

111 Archives - This week was the annual 

Veterans Day remembrance in the United 

States and around the world. Of course, this 

year was the Centennial of the original 

celebration of Armistice Day when the land 

armies in Europe stopped fighting on 11-11 -

1918 at 11:00 AM. The Navy's involved did not 

have the same cease fire. In a few [é] Read 

more of this post 

***** 

§ Whatôs it like to live on a submarine? - 

Arguably one of the most asked questions 

most Submariners hear once they reveal their 

sordid past: What's it like living on a 

submarine? Every generation probably has 

their own version of life on board. A Diesel 

Boat sailor would certainly have a very 

detailed description of what is was like to 

never be able to [é] Read more of this post 

***** 

§ The unluckiest day - Sailors by and large are 

a very superstitious lot. The things that set a 

sailing man or woman on edge are as ancient 

as the sea itself. I am not sure if it is the 

dangers they know they will face once they are 

divorced from the shore or just a strong feeling 

that fate [é] Read more of this post 

***** 

§ 12572 -Thanksgiving Weekend 1942 - 

Washington DC the headlines on the front 

page of the Washington Evening Star on 

November 28th, 1942 were focused on the 

recent events in the Battle of Tunis in Northern 

Africa. Thanksgiving was just completed and 

the Navy football Team was lauded for a 

surprise win over Army in the annual [é] Read 

more of this post 

***** 

§ Winning the Dollar Bet ï Every Submariner 

Understood What Losing Meant - Buried 

Treasure: One of the great things about 

researching old books and documents is 

finding the odd story buried in one of them. 

Taken by itself, the fact or story would not 

mean much but pulled out and given 

perspective, it gives an insightful vision to 

something that happened along the way that 

would have [é]  Read more of this post 

***** 

§ Tigers of the Sea ï Nerves of Iron and Steel 

- I've heard submarines called many things in 

http://ssbn655.org/Instructions%20for%20ssbn655%20pic%20uploads.PNG
https://theleansubmariner.com/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/01/global-undersea-warfare-champions/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/03/it-takes-a-thief/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/03/it-takes-a-thief/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/09/i-never-planned-on-becoming-an-old-veteran/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/12/reporters-noted-there-is-a-typical-submarine-smell-stories-from-the-u-111-archives/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/12/reporters-noted-there-is-a-typical-submarine-smell-stories-from-the-u-111-archives/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/12/whats-it-like-to-live-on-a-submarine/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/13/the-unluckiest-day/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/15/12572/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/15/12572/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/16/winning-the-dollar-bet-every-submariner-understood-what-losing-meant/
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my life but this was the first time I have ever 

heard the term "Tigers of the Sea". Itôs been 

over a hundred years since ñTHE MARVEL 

BOOK OF AMERICAN SHIPSò, by Captain 

Orton P. Jackson, U.S.N., and Major Frank E. 

Evans, U.S.M.C. was published. The term is 

[é] Read more of this post 

***** 

§ 1899 ï 1900 The Epidemic of Submarines - 

1899 - 1900 The Epidemic of Submarines 

Chief, Bureau of Construction and Repair, 

Commodore Philip Hichborn ï July 1893-

March 1899,  Rear Admiral Philip Hichborn ï 

March 1899-March 1901 If you have never 

heard of Admiral Hichborn, donôt be too 

surprised. He had a long and glorious career 

but has faded into obscurity over the last [é] 

Read more of this post 

***** 

§ There are no GBF pins to be found 

anywhere (but I could be wrong) - DBF - but 

not for you sailor I was a sailor on board five 

nuclear powered submarines. Like many 

young men of my day, I had asked for an 

assignment to a diesel boat out of Key West 

Florida (or at least San Diego) but the Navy 

needed my skills (and those of most of [é] 

Read more of this post 

§ ***** 

§ óHere take us; you have won the game only 

too brilliantly.ô German Naval Surrender 

November 20, 1918 - The day the German 

High Seas fleet was surrendered - November 

20, 1918 From the diary of a German Naval 

Officer "Monday, Nov. 19 - The undefeated 

German fleet is going out to meet the enemy 

who anxiously avoided it for four years and 

says to him, ' Here take us; you have won the 

[é] Read more of this post 

***** 

§ Have you driven a Ford (submarine) lately? 

(Probably not and thereôs a good reason 

for it) - 1915 - The world at war In September 

of 1915, the war in Europe was over a year 

old. The combatants had long ago determined 

that the war was not going to be brought to a 

quick conclusion. The British Fleet 

successfully blockaded Germany and her 

allies while the German U-Boat war was fully 

implemented [é]  Read more of this post 

***** 

§ Youôre a Nuclear Submariner? How did you 

get such a cool job? (1963) - By January 

1963, the United States Navy submarine force 

was growing at an amazing pace. The Soviet 

launching of Sputnik had sparked a fire in the 

Defense Department and the government as a 

whole to find ways to counter the perceived 

threats of an unbridled Soviet Union. The 

answer of course was to capitalize on [é] 

Read more of this post 

***** 

§ Happy Thanksgiving 2018 - I hope you and 

your family have a very meaningful 

Thanksgiving Five years ago, I posted the 

story about The First Thanksgiving. Itôs 

amazing how many things have changed in 

just those five years. Here is a repost of the 

original story with updates The Blog is doing 

pretty well this year. Since we began, [é] 

Read more of this post 

***** 

§  ñWho you calling Bubblehead?ò - I was 

having a fun filled conversation about the head 

on a submarine that included the operating 

procedures and the sanitary tanks this week 

with a very good friend. To be fair, who else 

would you have such a conversation with? My 

friend was a ground pounder back during the 

countries extended excursion into South [é] 

Read more of this post 

***** 

§ ñIn my spare time, I went to Harvardòé 

how they kept from being bored on a 

boomer in ô65 - November has been 

submarine month at theleansubmariner. 

Probably a large part of that is the nostalgia of 

looking back over the last 45 years and my 

own experiences on the boats. I got a chance 

to share some of my memories as well as 

stories from the archives that highlighted 

submarine development since the early [é] 

Read more of this post 

http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/17/tigers-of-the-sea-nerves-of-iron-and-steel/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/18/1899-1900-the-epidemic-of-submarines/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/19/there-are-no-gbf-pins-to-be-found-anywhere-but-i-could-be-wrong/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/19/here-take-us-you-have-won-the-game-only-too-brilliantly-german-naval-surrender-november-20-1918/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/20/have-you-driven-a-ford-submarine-lately-probably-not-and-theres-a-good-reason-for-it/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/21/youre-a-nuclear-submariner-how-did-you-get-such-a-cool-job-1963/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/22/happy-thanksgiving-2018/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/23/who-you-calling-bubblehead/
http://theleansubmariner.com/2018/11/28/in-my-spare-time-i-went-to-harvard-how-they-kept-from-being-bored-on-a-boomer-in-65/
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ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

 
The following Stimson Shipmates have 

departed on Eternal Patrol. 

===== 

TM2(SS) Robert óRobô John Carman B 86-88 

Departed on Eternal Patrol 10.5.2018 

(notified by JD Fleming TMC(SS) B 83-87 & Russ 

Kury MM2(SS) B 84-88; verified by Legacy.com)

  

MMCS(SS) Jackie Yarber G 75-76 

Departed on Eternal Patrol 7.22.2003 

(notified by Jamie Thurber MM2(SS) G 73-76) 

===== 

The direct link to the Association Eternal Patrol 

page is: http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/

eternal-patrol.html 

===== 

If any of you have any information about any of 

our shipmates being on Eternal Patrol please 

send it to me at 655webmaster@ssbn655.org as 

soon as possible.********* 

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

BINNACLE LIST 

(if you would like to be placed on our Association 

Binnacle List please send an email to 

655webmaster@ssbn655.org)  

==================================== 

Michael Welch, YN1(SS) G 75-76 

Cards to: 104 Wilcox Ct., Summerville SC 29483 

11.19.18: Mike went home from the rehab facility  

on Thursday, Nov. 15th. He is doing well, working 

at PT and rehab and the numerous doctorsô visits 

he much make. 

10.25.18: Jennifer Welch sent this: Thanks you for 

all your prayers now my husband is recovering 

and will receive visitor. His room#201 @ 2600 

Elms plantation  North Charleston SC 29406. 

Thanks again and God bless.  

9.24.18: Mike Welch had his surgery for artery 

replacement in his left leg on Sept. 19th. The 

surgery took around 3 hours. After he was home 

for a day his defib went off 13 times. He had a 

heart cath to see what the problem was. On 26 

September he had a 6-way bypass. While in ICU 

after surgery he got pneumonia which set him 

back some. His recovery is slow but he seems to 

be doing better each day. 

8.7.18: It looks as if I will be unable to attend the 

reunion. I am currently scheduled for artery 

replacement of my left leg with a bypass at Roper 

on September 11. I have no idea how long and 

extensive the rehab will be at this time. I have 

very little circulation in my left leg and it pains me 

constantly. I will provide an update when my 

doctor gives me one. Thanks shipmate.  

==================================== 

William óSandyô Hastie, CAPT B CO 80 (Oct-

Dec) 

Cards to: 365 Kenmure Dr., Flat Rock NC 28731 

11.22.18: We are very please that the treatments 

are working. Thanks be to God. You certainly may 

use our message in your newsletter. Please let 

people know that we appreciate their prayers. //

Donna & Sandy 

11.20.18: Friends, Sandy and I hope your 

Thanksgiving is filled with peace, love, great joyé 

and great food!  We are well, and hope that is true 

for you and your family. 

     We have not sent an update for a while and 

wanted to let you know that Sandy is doing 

well.  He has had eight Keytruda infusions and 

two PET/CT scans since June and the 

immunotherapy continues to control (and 

eliminate)  the mesothelioma cancer.  As long as 

this continues,  he will have an infusion every 

three weeks and a scan every three months to 

ensure that the Keytruda continues to 

work.  Keytruda causes significant inflammation in 

the body and this in turn causes joint pain.  Sandy 

has had continued joint pain and is taking 

prednisone to help control the pain.  He is working 

to take a minimum dose because of the possible 

side effects of steroids; however,  the joint pain is 

severe at times and we are looking for something 

that will help the pain without increasing the 

steroid.  This is the only side effect of the 

immunotherapy he has experienced and he feels 

blessed because there are other side effects 

http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/obits/CarmanRobertJohn.pdf
http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/obits/YarberJackie.pdf
http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/eternal-patrol.html
http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/eternal-patrol.html
mailto:655webmaster@ssbn655.org
mailto:655webmaster@ssbn655.org
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noted in studies that are so severe the 

immunotherapy is stopped. 

     Sandyôs quality of life is good, has a good 

appetite, we walk often and we work to keep 

healthy.  A good friend mentioned to him that God 

is doing His job by giving Sandy this time; and 

Sandyôs job is to do all he can to stay 

healthy. ñThanks be to God for His indescribable 

gift!ò (II Cor. 9:15)  

     We have learned the process of getting better 

and now we are learning the process of 

maintaining, and we are grateful every day for our 

blessed life, enjoying our time together that we 

value each day.  We are both happy to be in our 

"happily ever after place," the beautiful Western 

North Carolina mountainsò and our Kenmure 

community.  

     We wish the peace and joy of family and 

friends be with you this thanksgiving time.  As we 

all enjoy this day of thanksgiving, letôs take a 

minute to say thanks to the brave men and 

women of our armed forces, away from home in 

harmôs way,  protecting our safety and to our first 

responders who face danger to help us stay safe. 

     We hope each of you is with those you love 

this Thanksgiving and are able to count many 

blessings ï we know we count you as some of 

ours.  Your prayers are felt and appreciated. 

     We continue to be sustained with hope, peace, 

and gratitude. //Donna and Sandy 

10.26.18: I will be getting a PET scan this 

Sunday, October 28. I will give you the results 

then. The treatments seem to be going well. The 

PET scan should give us a definitive answer on 

whether the Keytruda infusions continue to 

work. //Sandy 

7.25.18: Friends, four months ago we received 

devastating news, first a CT scan at Duke showed 

that the mesothelioma had returned in force; the 

following week Sandy had a PET scan at Pardee 

Hospital that showed the cancer had 

metastasized to his abdominal/hepatic region, 

chest wall and lymph nodes.  Dr. John Hill, his 

local oncologist, started Sandy on Keytruda 

immune therapy infusions immediately and he 

received an infusion every three weeks.  Sandy 

had a PET/CT scan at Pardee Hospital on Sunday 

(July 22) to determine if the treatment was 

working to reduce or at least stabilize the growth 

of cancer.  Today we received the best possible 

news.  Not only has the large nodule in his chest 

been reduced by 75% but the remaining cancer 

nodules are no longer evident.  

================== 

Joe Mueller, CAPT Gold CO 77-81 

Cards to: 3825 Colonel Vanderhourt Cir, Mt. 

Pleasant SC 

11.1.18: Iôm still dealing with leukemia with no end 

in sight, pretty much confined to the house. Just 

started a new chemo pill which I hope will work. //

Joe 

9.21.18: Not good news at my cancer center 

today. A recent bone marrow test result showed 

that my cancer treatment is no longer effective.  

There is not a backup plan right now except for a 

pill that has shown some good tests results, but I 

will need the systems approval to use it.  My 

oncologist thinks that may come in October. Will 

update this when there is more info. Best, Joe 

8.4.18: My treatment at Hollings cancer institute is 

going reasonably well. I donôt have a long leash to 

be able to travel but am hanging in there. Say 

hello for me. Best, Joe 

6.3.18: Ióm in a chemo trials at Hollings that has 

put the leukemia in partial remission. 

4.1.18: Iôm in treatment for leukemia at the MUSC 

Hollings Center, so wonôt be able to make this 

reunion. 

Iôm making good progress so am hopeful. Will 

miss the 

gang, Joe 

================== 

Jim Gray, MM1(SS) B 69-71 

Cards to: 1 Rugby Ct., Toms River NJ 08757 

No new updates 

6.20.18: I am still alive. Got out of the hospital 

after the operation on Apr 2 after 2 weeks being 

there. Started the chemo May 23 went fine no 

problems. Then got my 2nd chemo on June 13 

and all hell broke loose on evening of the day 

after. Thursday, Friday and Saturday side effects 

and humility. Father's day was quiet since I was 
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relaxing and sleeping. Monday another lesson in 

humility. Yesterday and today moving toward 

normal.  

2.5.18: I have been recently diagnosed at my 

local hospital as having mesothelioma.  

================== 

Bob Faulkner, MT1(SS) B/G 80-86 OVHL2 

08757 

Cards to: 2901 N 82st Place, Scottsdale AZ 

85251 

No new updates 

11.7.17: Remember Bob as he continues to find 

the best result to manage Parkinson's Disease 

symptoms.  

 ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

  
WELCOME ABOARD: Found & Updated 

Shipmates 

(Shipmate has contacted us to be added or have 

info updated on our Sailing List. Please check the 

online Sailing List to access the shipmates contact 

info.) 

**********  

YNC(SS) Henry óJackô Jackson B 75-77 

USSVI Groton Base & Holland Club Member 

(email updated per his request) 

 

CS?(SS) Douglas óDougô Blevins G 70ôs 

(info provided by Olive Blevins, sister-in-law) 

 

EM1(SS) David óDaveô Pellinen B 77-81 

(info received from shipmate) 

 

MMC(SS) Mike Morris G 83-88 

(info received from shipmate) 

 

QMC(SS) Bob Brand B 77-81 

(info received from shipmate) 

 

QM2(SS) Steve Ball B 72-76 

(change of address received from shipmate) 

 

MS1(SS) Bill Reece B 74-76 

Retired as MSCS(SS) 

(info received from shipmate) 

Many of our shipmates are on FaceBook but are 

not listed on our Sailing List. Please check the 

new óLooking Forô Sailing List on the website to 

help locate these shipmates. When you see 

shipmates on Facebook ask them if they are on 

the Sailing List and please send them a personal 

invite to contact 655webmaster@ssbn655.org to 

be listed and become a member of the Stimson 

Association. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

GREAT LINKS TO SPEND TIME WITH  

(all links from ñThe Draftò are on the website)  

**********  

655 Association Website  

www.ssbn655.org  

**********  

Submitted by Jeff Morse, STS1(SS) B 86-90 

SSBN 655 Christmas 1989  

By Andy Sierra  

Published on Dec 29, 2014 

Video of Henry L. Stimson SSBN 655B Christmas 

in Kings Bay GA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=mZSpFQpJCqY  

**********  

Submitted by Robert óPeteô Peterson, MM1(SS) B 

70-72 

The Day You Got Your Dolphins 10.3.18  

By Bobby Reed 

Published on Oct 3, 2018 

This Video is dedicated to all those who have 

been tested for their exorbitant knowledge of 

submarining and demonstrated their abilities to 

perform unimaginable jobs under extreme 

pressure situations in the depths of the oceans. 

As a result, you have earned the title ñQUALIFIED 

IN SUBMARINES.ò Letôs be honest, unless you 

have endured the arduous passage, you will 

never get us. No matter what, ñWEò are truly, 

ñBrothers of the óPhin.òBobby Reed 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=CKDnWizaNLc 

**********  

Submitted by Chuck Hladik, TM2(SS) G 66-70 

World Famous Body Bearers: The Last To Let 

You Down 

mailto:655webmaster@ssbn655.org
http://ssbn655.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHlxYt2q8Y5hQaazdgZPBog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZSpFQpJCqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mZSpFQpJCqY
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh1yA0RwPf5erv3OkJq-YRw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKDnWizaNLc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKDnWizaNLc
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http://www.espn.com/core/video/iframe?

id=25231107&endcard=false  

**********  

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

SEA STORIES & COMMENTS  

From Our Shipmates 

===== 

This month we have a question from Melvin 

Pennington, MS1(SS) G 76-80 / Association Life 

Member 

Question: Does anyone know if President Jimmy 

Carter ever visited the Stimson? Melvin 

===== 

Submitted by Pat Cota, IC2(SS) G 65-68 Plank - 

SV Hoosier Base - Holland Club 

Question: How many still have this cup and coin? 

Is it from the Commissioning?  Donôt recall when I 

got this but had to be 1967or 1968.  

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

VETERANS AFFAIRS - RETIREE INFO 

https://www.va.gov/ 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Flu Shots for Veterans 

FRA Newsbytes November 2, 2018 

     The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and 

Walgreens are national partners, providing no-

cost quadrivalent flu shots to veterans enrolled 

the VA health care system. During the program, 

which runs from August 15, 2018 through March 

31, 2019, enrolled veteran patients nationwide 

have the option of getting their no-cost flu shot at 

any of Walgreens' 8,200 locations in addition to 

their local VA health care facilities. No 

appointment is required; simply go to any 

Walgreens, tell the pharmacist you receive care at 

a VA facility, then show your Veterans Health 

Identification Card and another form of photo ID. 

     Your VA immunization record will be updated 

in your local VA electronic health record. 

Walgreens has the capability to electronically 

send vaccination information to the VA. The VA-

Walgreens national partnership is part of VA's 

eHealth Exchange project. This national program 

ensured that many veterans got their flu shot at 

their local Walgreens, satisfying their wellness 

reminder because they either found it more 

convenient or did not have a scheduled 

appointment at a local VA health care facility. 

Patients will also be asked to complete a vaccine 

consent form at time of service. 

     You may receive a no-cost flu shot during any 

scheduled VA appointment, if you are admitted to 

one of the VA health care facilities, or at one of 

the convenient walk-in flu stations. Many other 

local retail pharmacies offer flu shots that may be 

covered by private insurance or programs such as 

Medicare. There may be a charge for your flu shot 

at these locations. If you do not have insurance, 

there will usually be a charge. For more 

information on the flu shot program go online.  

<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 VA Websites Get Major Redesign  

13 Nov 2018 

Military.com | By Jim Absher  

     If you've visited va.gov in the last few days 

you may have noticed some changes.  

The website, along with the pages for all the 

business lines, have been redesigned to make 

them more user friendly, according to a press 

release from the VA. 

     You may have trouble finding the information 

you need, since everything has been redesigned. 

Luckily, there are still some old pages floating 

around, though the old stuff will probably be 

redesigned soon. 

     For example, the GI Bill page has been moved 

http://www.espn.com/core/video/iframe?id=25231107&endcard=false
http://www.espn.com/core/video/iframe?id=25231107&endcard=false
https://www.va.gov/
http://track.outreach.bgov.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmEuZ292L0NPTU1VTklUWUNBUkUvcHJvZ3JhbXMvdmV0ZXJhbnMvaW1tdW5pemF0aW9uLmFzcA%3d%3d&j=327159096&e=8518&p=1&t=h&B23A9B0592884F5FBEEC469B23A734DF&h=ceee0ed5aae38ca5e9366528ccdafa84
https://www.military.com/author/jim-absher
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5143
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5143
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from https://benefits.va.gov/gibill/ to https://

www.va.gov/education/,  

     The compensation page has moved from 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/

compensation/ to https://www.va.gov/

disability/, 

     and the healthcare page has moved from 

https://www.va.gov/health/ to https://

www.va.gov/health-care/. 

     According to the press release, VA 

used feedback from more than 5,000 veterans, 

servicemembers, their families, caregivers and 

survivors to come up with a design that is more 

user-friendly. 

 

The Good 

     Apparently, the VA actually listened to the 

users this time. The redesign actually makes it 

easy to do most things you go to the VA website 

to do. 

     The new design is big on personalization; the 

main page has links like: 

¶ refill and track your prescriptions 

¶ apply for a home loan Certificate of Eligibility 

¶ apply for education benefits 

file for a VA disability increase 

     The VA finally got rid of vets.gov, visiting that 

website now takes you directly to the va.gov page. 

This is good, it was pretty confusing before.  

 

The Bad 

     The whole redesign is supposed to be 

personalized, however when I signed in to the 

main VA page and then attempted to view my 

benefits I had to sign in to eBenefits again. 

Hopefully this will be fixed in the future, but having 

first-hand knowledge on how VA security and IT 

systems work I wouldn't hold my breath. 

     If you are looking for things like the 

compensation rates, they are pretty hard to find, 

but of course military.com has them for you in 

an easy-to-understand format. 

 

The Ugly 

     Really not a lot of ugly on the new website, it 

displays pretty good on mobile devices, and cuts 

out a lot of the right hand and left hand menus 

that drive me crazy when I'm trying to find 

information. 

At first glance, the new design may appear 

familiar, it looks fairly similar to the eBenefits 

website.  

     The redesign has also added some neat stuff. 

For example, when I try to find the nearest facility 

while using the website on my phone it uses my 

location and will even load google maps with 

driving directions or let me call the local clinic by 

just tapping my screen. Welcome to modern 

times! 

 

The Conclusion 

     While the redesign of VA's website will be 

confusing at the start, it will be better than the old 

one, they got it right this time. 

                 

É Copyright 2018 Military.com. All rights reserved. 

 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Your VA Health Records Anywhereé Anytime 

View, download and print your records 

All you need is a computer or mobile phone with 

internet connection and access is yours. Having 

your VA health record can help you better 

manage your health, avoid medical errors, and 

save time. Learn more. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Do You Know Your VA Prescription Options? 

Do you receive VA prescriptions and know all your 

refill options? VA provides you with safe and 

effective ways to refill prescriptions. By phone, 

mail, or even online, receive your prescriptions 

from VA today. Learn more. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Can I Get Travel Costs for VA Health Care? 

During the holidays, we know that money can be 

tight. Did you know that you can be repaid for 

travel costs related to VA health care services 

through The Beneficiary Travel program? This 

program helps eligible Veterans receive mileage 

reimbursement. Learn more. 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

https://benefits.va.gov/gibill/
https://www.va.gov/education/
https://www.va.gov/education/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/compensation/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/compensation/
https://www.va.gov/disability/
https://www.va.gov/disability/
https://www.va.gov/health/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/homepage
https://www.military.com/benefits/veterans-health-care/va-disability-compensation-rates.html
https://www.military.com/benefits/veterans-health-care/va-disability-compensation-rates.html
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/homepage
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/homepage
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMTA3Ljk3MjQ5ODExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTEwNy45NzI0OTgxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTYxNzA0JmVtYWlsaWQ9amVuaWNob2xzQG5ldHplcm8ubmV0JnVzZXJpZD1qZW5pY2hvbHNAb
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMTIxLjk3OTQ3NzMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTEyMS45Nzk0NzczMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTY2NDU4JmVtYWlsaWQ9amVuaWNob2xzQG5ldHplcm8ubmV0JnVzZXJpZD1qZW5pY2hvbHNAb
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMTIxLjk3OTQ3NzMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTEyMS45Nzk0NzczMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTY2NDU4JmVtYWlsaWQ9amVuaWNob2xzQG5ldHplcm8ubmV0JnVzZXJpZD1qZW5pY2hvbHNAb
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Navy Creating Attack Sub Aggressor Unit to 

Train to Fight Against Russia, China 

Megan Eckstein, USNI, November 7 

https://news.usni.org/2018/11/08/submarine-

forces-china-russia 

     ARLINGTON, Va. - The U.S. Navy submarine 

force is creating an aggressor squadron as one 

initiative to ensure all subs are combat-ready as 

the service trains to take on China and Russia, 

the commander of Naval Submarine Forces said 

on Wednesday. 

     Vice Adm. Charles Richard, who took 

command in August, drew attention during the 

change of command ceremony by telling the force 

to "prepare for battle." 

     He has backed up those words with actions in 

the months since, moving ahead with a plan - 

updated in March to reflect the National Defense 

Strategy - that includes refocusing training and 

certification on combat and developing new tools 

and concepts to support high-end warfighting. 

     The plan - called the Commander's Intent for 

the United States Submarine Force and 

Supporting Organizations - led to an overhaul of 

training for the attack submarine force, Richard 

said today while addressing the Naval Submarine 

League at its annual conference. 

     "We have restructured and retuned the fast 

attack training period to ensure that we're ready 

for that high-end fight, including restructuring what 

we used to call the Tactical Readiness Evaluation, 

and it is now a Combat Readiness Evaluation to 

ensure we're focused on warfighting," he said. 

     "We've updated the deployment certification 

process to eliminate duplication, put the right 

focus in the right place. I'll tell you that I am 

driving to put competition in everything we do 

inside the submarine force. I want to produce 

winners and losers just like we do in battle; it does 

you no good to be at standards if your opponent is 

more at standards than you are. You still lose, and 

in this competition, you may not come home." 

     The new aggressor squadron fits in with the 

desire to create more high-end sub-on-sub 

competitions and ensure the Navy is ready to win. 

Richard said the plan mimics what the naval 

aviation community has at "Top Gun." 

     Navy spokeswoman Cmdr. Sarah Self-Kyler 

told USNI News at the event that, unlike Top Gun, 

the squadron won't have its own submarines 

dedicated to training the squadron and fighting 

other submarines in training events. Instead, the 

squadron will include a yet-to-be-determined 

number of personnel - which Richard said would 

include active and reserve sailors and civilians - 

and that personnel would get to work with 

submarines and sub crews as allowed by 

operational and training schedules. 

     Richard, calling the new group "a cadre that 

does nothing but emulate red in all of our training 

and certification exercises, said "we're taking a 

page from naval aviation and we're establishing 

an aggressor squadron with a team that will 

become experts in employing our adversaries' 

potential capabilities and then set them up to be 

able to go head-to-head with our units so that 

we're always training against what we think is the 

highest fidelity simulation I can give them in terms 

of what they might be able to expect when they go 

into combat." 

     The Commander's Intent plan also outlines an 

Undersea Rapid Capability Initiatives (URCI) 

program that Richard said not only delivers "stuff" 

but also concepts of operations, tactics, 

maintenance strategies and more. 

     "I can't go into a lot of detail given the nature of 

the work - it is classified - but I am able to tell you 

that we are working on 26 major future projects, 

including the Navy's number-one priority of 

strategic deterrence; 13 URCIs; 11 operational 

initiatives; and a series of advanced workshops 

and military exercises designed to expand our 

capabilities in the undersea domain. We are 

pursuing next-generation weapons, multi-domain 

sensors, comms systems, navigation aids, and 

unmanned and autonomous technologies. In 

some cases, these capabilities are revolutionary 

and will inform future programs of record." 

     On the hardware side of this rapid 

development, Richard highlighted the work the 

Navy's Digital Warfare Office is helping them do to 

move full speed ahead with "the employment and 

https://news.usni.org/2018/11/08/submarine-forces-china-russia
https://news.usni.org/2018/11/08/submarine-forces-china-russia
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naval application of artificial intelligence and 

machine learning." He also cited DARPA and the 

Office of Naval Research and their work with 

prototypes of unmanned systems and advanced 

sensors that have made significant progress in 

development and testing in just the past couple of 

years. 

     Lastly, he cited the ingenuity of the fleet in 

embracing additive manufacturing as a means of 

boosting readiness and helping reduce their 

logistics footprint. 

     "Onboard our submarines, we are embracing 

the future of at-sea maintenance and repair. We 

are actively experimenting with additive 

manufacturing and working expediently to provide 

this capability to all of my ships - all of my boats 

will get 3D printers in the near-term," Richard 

said. 

     He noted that SUBSAFE standards would still 

apply but that the printers could still prove to be a 

useful asset to the crews. The crew of attack 

submarine USS Virginia (SSN-774) bought their 

own 3D printer and "in using that, built themselves 

a part at sea and helped keep their boat on 

deployment. It is that type of initiative and problem

-solving that happens daily across the force." 

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

Editor: I guess itôs all comes down to your 

viewpoint at the time of the prayeré 

The Best Way To Pray  

     A priest, a minister and a guru sat discussing 

the best positions for prayer,  

while a telephone repairman worked nearby.  

     "Kneeling is definitely the best way to pray," 

the priest said.  

     "No," said the minister. "I get the best results 

standing with my hands outstretched to Heaven."  

     "You're both wrong," the guru said. "The most 

effective prayer position is lying down on the 

floor."  

     The repairman could contain himself no longer. 

"Hey, fellas," he interrupted. "The best prayin' I 

ever did was when I was hangin' upside down 

from a telephone pole."  

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

Senators, advocates push for USS Thresher 

disaster memorial 

Adam Sexton, WMUR9 (New Hampshire), 

November 12  

https://www.wmur.com/article/senators-

advocates-push-for-uss-thresher-disaster-

memorial/25022139 

     A renewed effort is underway to memorialize 

the 129 sailors and civilians who were lost aboard 

the USS Thresher, a submarine that sank off the 

New England coast in 1963. 

     In the deadliest submarine disaster in U.S. 

history, the USS Thresher went down on April 10, 

1963, during deep-diving tests, sinking in 8,000 

feet of water about 200 miles off Cape Cod. 

     None of the 129 men aboard the Portsmouth-

based vessel survived. 

     "It was a national event," said Kevin Galeaz of 

the USS Thresher Arlington Memorial Foundation. 

"It was bracketed between the Cuban Missile 

Crisis of November 1962 and President John F. 

Kennedy's assassination that following November 

of '63." 

     A memorial stands at the Albacore Museum in 

Portsmouth, but for years, there have been efforts 

to erect a monument on the grounds of Arlington 

National Cemetery. 

     This month, five New England senators, led by 

U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., are 

encouraging the secretaries of the Army and Navy 

to allow the project to move forward. 

     "There are precedents that other memorials of 

specific incidents have been honored, and we 

think it's very important to recognize those lost on 

the Thresher," Shaheen said. 

     The Navy responded to the Thresher disaster 

by revamping submarine safety and quality 

assurance standards during construction, a legacy 

that would be honored on the proposed 

monument. 

     "It also recognizes what happened because of 

that horrible accident, that we made changes to 

our submarine programs that have saved so many 

lives," Shaheen said. 

     "Family members of the men lost aboard the 

Thresher have been trying to build a memorial for 

decades. They're now calling on veterans and 

https://www.wmur.com/article/senators-advocates-push-for-uss-thresher-disaster-memorial/25022139
https://www.wmur.com/article/senators-advocates-push-for-uss-thresher-disaster-memorial/25022139
https://www.wmur.com/article/senators-advocates-push-for-uss-thresher-disaster-memorial/25022139
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civilians to write letters to military officials in 

support of the effort. 

     "Myself and other submariners who have 

served since, we owe our lives to these men," 

Galeaz said. 

 ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

Photos show submarine "imploded" on 

seafloor, but Argentina can't reach it 

(Argentina) 

Staff, The Associated Press, November 19  

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/argentina-

unable-recover-submarine-ara-san-juan-

photos-imploded-atlantic/ 

     Hours after announcing the discovery of an 

Argentine submarine lost deep in the Atlantic a 

year ago with 44 crew members aboard, the 

government said Saturday that it is unable to 

recover the vessel, drawing anger from missing 

sailors' relatives who demanded that it be raised. 

      Defense Minister Oscar Aguad said at a press 

conference that the country lacks "modern 

technology" capable of "verifying the seabed" to 

extract the ARA San Juan, which was found 2,975 

feet deep in waters off the Valdes Peninsula in 

Argentine Patagonia, roughly 373 miles from the 

port city of Comodoro Rivadavia. 

     Earlier in the morning, the navy said a "positive 

identification" had been made by a remote-

operated submersible from the American 

company Ocean Infinity. The company, 

commissioned by the Argentine government, 

began searching for the missing vessel Sept. 7. 

     It remained unclear what the next steps could 

be. 

     In a statement to The Associated Press, 

Ocean Infinity CEO Oliver Plunkett said 

authorities would have to determine how to 

advance. "We would be pleased to assist with a 

recovery operation but at the moment are focused 

on completing imaging of the debris field," he 

said. 

     Navy commander Jose Luis Villan urged 

"prudence," saying that a federal judge was 

overseeing the investigation and would be the one 

to decide whether it was possible to recover a part 

or the entirety of the ship. 

     Without adequate technological capabilities, 

however, Argentina would likely need to seek 

assistance from foreign countries or pay Ocean 

Infinity or another company, potentially 

complicating its recent commitment to austerity. 

Argentina is currently facing a currency crisis and 

double-digit inflation that has led the government 

to announce sweeping measures to balance the 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/argentina-unable-recover-submarine-ara-san-juan-photos-imploded-atlantic/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/argentina-unable-recover-submarine-ara-san-juan-photos-imploded-atlantic/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/argentina-unable-recover-submarine-ara-san-juan-photos-imploded-atlantic/
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budget and concretize a financing deal with the 

International Monetary Fund. 

     Any move to recuperate the vessel would also 

be a logistically large and challenging undertaking 

based on the submarine's distance from the 

coast, its depth, and the kind of seabed upon 

which it is resting. 

     Relatives of crew members were determined to 

fight for it to be quickly surfaced. Isabel Vilca, the 

half-sister of crewman Daniel Alejandro Polo, told 

the AP that the discovery was just the beginning. 

     She said families need to recover the remains 

of their loved ones to know what happened and 

help prevent similar tragedies. 

     "We do know they can get it out because 

Ocean Infinity told us they can, that they have 

equipment," said Luis Antonio Niz, father of crew 

member Luis Niz. "If they sent him off, I want 

them to bring him back to me." 

     The sub's discovery was announced just two 

days after families of the missing sailors held a 

one-year commemoration for its disappearance 

on Nov. 15, 2017. The San Juan was returning to 

its base in the coastal city of Mar del Plata when 

contact was lost. 

     On the anniversary Thursday, Argentina 

President Mauricio Macri said the families of the 

submariners should not feel alone and delivered 

an "absolute and non-negotiable commitment" to 

find "the truth." 

     On Saturday, Aguad said that the vessel was 

found to be in an area that investigators had 

deemed "most likely." 

     Officials showed images of the submarine, 

which was located on a seabed with its hull totally 

deformed. Parts of its propellers were buried and 

debris was scattered up to 230 feet away. 

     The German-built diesel-electric TR-1700 class 

submarine was commissioned in the mid-1980s 

and was most recently refitted between 2008 and 

2014. During the $12 million retrofitting, the vessel 

was cut in half and had its engines and batteries 

replaced. Experts said refits can be difficult 

because they involve integrating systems 

produced by different manufacturers, and even 

the tiniest mistake during the cutting phase can 

put the safety of the ship and crew at risk. 

     The navy said previously the captain reported 

on Nov. 15, 2017, that water entered the snorkel 

and caused one of the sub's batteries to short-

circuit. The captain later communicated that it had 

been contained. 

     Some hours later, an explosion was detected 

near the time and place where the San Juan was 

last heard from. The navy said the blast could 

have been caused by a "concentration of 

hydrogen" triggered by the battery problem 

reported by the captain. 

     Macri promised a full investigation after the 

submarine was lost. Federal police raided naval 

bases and other buildings last January as part of 

the probe, soon after the government dismissed 

the head of the navy. 

     Argentina gave up hope of finding survivors 

after an intense search aided by 18 countries, but 

a few navy units have continued providing 

logistical support to Ocean Infinity. 

     On Saturday, Plunkett tweeted: "Our thoughts 

are with the many families affected by this terrible 

tragedy. We sincerely hope that locating the 

resting place of the ARA San Juan will be of some 

comfort to them at what must be a profoundly 

difficult time." 

     He also said: "This was an extremely 

challenging project and today's successful 

outcome, following the earlier search operations, 

firmly endorses our technology." 

     The company unsuccessfully searched for the 

Malaysia Airlines plane that disappeared in 2014 

over the Indian Ocean  

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 

A brief, but thoughtful, piece by a retired 

chiefé.. 

     The military experience made us the ethical 

persons we are and gave us a great sense of 

understanding of the people around us.  Like it or 

not it gave us an experience we will never forget. 

      Occasionally, I venture back to NAS, Meridian, 

where I'm greeted by an imposing security guard 

who looks carefully at my identification card, 

hands it back and says, "Have a good day, Senior 

Chief". 
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     Every time I go back to any Navy Base it feels 

good to be called by my previous rank, but odd to 

be in civilian clothes, walking among the 

servicemen and women going about their duties 

as I once did, many years ago. 

     The military is a comfort zone for anyone who 

has ever worn the uniform. 

It's a place where you know the rules and know 

they are enforced - a place where everybody is 

busy, but not too busy to take care of business. 

     Because there exists behind the gates of every 

military facility an institutional understanding of 

respect, order, uniformity, accountability and 

dedication that becomes part of your marrow and 

never, ever leaves you. 

     Personally, I miss the fact that you always 

knew where you stood in the 

military, and who you were dealing with.  That's 

because you could read 

somebody's uniform from 20 feet away and know 

the score. 

     Service personnel wear their careers on their 

sleeves, so to speak. When you approach each 

other, you can read their name tag, see their rank 

and, if they are in dress uniform, read their 

ribbons and know where they've served. 

I miss all those little things you take for granted 

when you're in the ranks, like breaking starch on a 

set of fatigues fresh from the laundry and standing 

in a perfectly straight line military formation that 

looks like a mirror as it stretches to the endless 

horizon. 

     I miss the sight of troops marching in the early 

morning mist, the sound of boot heels thumping in 

unison on the tarmac, the bark of drill instructors 

and the sing-song answers from the squads as 

they pass by in review. 

     To romanticize military service is to be far 

removed from its reality, because it's very serious 

business -- especially in times of war. 

     But I miss the salutes I'd throw at officers and 

the crisp returns as we criss-crossed with a "by 

your leave sir". 

     I miss the smell of jet fuel hanging heavily on 

the night air and the sound of engines roaring 

down runways and disappearing into the 

clouds.  The same While on carrier duty. 

     I even miss the hurry-up-and-wait mentality 

that enlisted men gripe about constantly, a 

masterful invention that bonded people more than 

they'll ever know or admit. 

     I miss people taking off their hats when they 

enter a building, speaking directly and clearly to 

others and never showing disrespect for rank, 

race, religion or gender. 

     Mostly, I miss being a small cog in a machine 

so complex it constantly circumnavigates the 

Earth and so simple it feeds everyone on time, 

three times a day, on the ground, in the air or at 

sea. 

     Mostly, I don't know anyone who has served 

who regrets it, and doesn't feel a sense of pride 

when they pass through those gates and re-enter 

the world they left behind with their youth. 

     I wish I could express my thoughts as well 

about something I loved -- and hated sometimes. 

     Face it guys - we all miss it...Whether you had 

one tour or a career, it shaped your life. 

     *A Veteran-whether active duty, retired, served 

one hitch, or reservist is someone who, at one 

point in his or her life, wrote a blank check made 

payable to "The Government of the United States 

of America", for an amount of "up to and including 

their life."  

     That is honor, and there are too many people 

in this country who no longer understand it.   

-Author unknown. 
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Whatever Happened To The Navy Midshipman 

Who Gave President Bush A Bear Hug? 

Discipline. Then Redemption. 

(VIRGINIAN-PILOT 21 NOV 18) ... Brock 

Vergakis  

     VIRGINIA BEACH ï Bobby Rashad Jones 

couldn't help himself. 

     He was the midshipman with the lowest grade-

point average in the Naval Academy Class of 

2001 ï known as the anchor ï and was 

overwhelmed with joy to receive his commission 

after spending years on academic probation.  

     President George W. Bush was the 

commencement speaker in Annapolis and 

cordially shook hands with each graduate. But as 

Jones walked across the stage at Navy-Marine 

Corps Memorial Stadium, the crowd roared in 

support for the "anchor."  

     Jones was a football player who was well 

known on campus, partly because tradition calls 

for each graduating midshipman to pay the class 

anchor $1. 

     He could've chosen a more glamorous life and 

played football at a powerhouse program like 

Florida. Or he could've done without the stress of 

military life by going to an Ivy League school. And 

he could've left the academy when it all seemed 

so overwhelming after his first semester to join 

friends at the University of North Carolina. 

     But he stayed because he wanted to be part of 

something bigger than himself ï and he had made 

it. 

     As he walked toward Bush, the excitement was 

too much to contain. 

     He jumped up and down. His head shook. He 

pumped his right fist in the air.   

     A presidential handshake simply wouldn't do.  

The former linebacker grabbed Bush's hand, 

pulled him in and hugged the commander-in-chief.      

And not just any hug; a bear hug that briefly lifted 

Bush off the ground as part of what Jones would 

later describe as an "out-of-body experience."  

     "I'm thinking it's not a serious hug, not realizing 

I just got through playing football. The president is 

not that heavy. I didn't realize I picked the man 

up," Jones said in an interview this week at his 

office at Joint Expeditionary Base Little Creek. 

     The academy's sports information department 

said he was listed as 6-foot-2, 235 pounds when 

he played football. 

     "My sister thought I was going to get shot, my 

mom was trying to take pictures and my dad was 

like 'What the hell is he doing?' " 

     A lot of people laughed. Navy leadership did 

not. An officer on stage physically pulled Jones off 

the president by his uniform.  

Images of Jones circulated in newspapers and on 

cable television broadcasts around the world.  

     Just days after one of the happiest moments of 

his life, Jones was called in for a meeting by the 

academy's leadership to learn there was a price to 

pay for his jubilation. First, he was yelled at by a 

Marine general who slammed down a copy of the 

Washington Post with Jones on its front page. 

     Then he learned his first assignment would no 

longer be in Annapolis coaching football at the 

academy's prep school like he planned. He was 

going straight to Japan. 

     But first he had to write apology letters to the 

Navy's top brass, from the Secretary of the Navy 

on down. He wrote letters for days.   

     "At first I was mad about it. I was very mad," 

said Jones. "But that was the other lesson I 

learned in the Navy and it stuck with me: 

accountability." 

     Another lesson? Perseverance.  

     Navy leaders never gave up on Jones. Neither 

did his parents. They saw potential in him even 

when he didn't see it in himself. He said he never 

thought about leaving the academy except during 

Christmas break his plebe year when he spoke 

with a friend playing college football elsewhere 

about how vastly different their experiences were. 

     "My parents didn't give me that option. I knew 

better. And looking back in retrospect, I'm kinda 

glad I stayed there and fought through it," he said. 

     He not only managed to graduate after 

struggling with time management between the 

classroom, football and military responsibilities, 

but he also bounced back from that rocky start to 

his career after graduation.  

     He was one of four graduates singled out by 
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Bush for praise four years later during the Class of 

2005's commencement address for serving 

aboard the dock landing ship USS Germantown 

while supporting anti-terrorism efforts in the 

Philippines.  

     "Bobby was the anchorman of the Class of 

2001. He was the guy that gave me that bear hug. 

Four years later, my ribs still hurt. So donôt get any 

ideas," Bush told graduates that day. 

     "Hereôs what Bobby says, 'Once I got to my 

ship after 9/11, it did not matter where I 

graduated. The expectations of Annapolis 

graduates never change. And Iôm proud to be a 

part of the elite and unique tradition of the United 

States Naval Academy.' I want to thank Bobby for 

his service and thank Bobby for witnessing your 

graduation today." 

     His reputation had been repaired enough at 

the academy that he even worked there as a 

recruiter for awhile before taking on a variety of 

assignments that included becoming a United 

Nations peacekeeper in Liberia and working at the 

Missile Defense Agency in Colorado as its lead 

war games planner. 

     He's achieved the rank of commander and is 

now married with two children. Jones said he's 

living the American dream and that he owes it all 

to the Navy. He got a free undergraduate and 

graduate degree. He married his wife at the Naval 

Academy chapel. His children were born at Naval 

Medical Center Portsmouth. He loves his job. 

     "Everything I needed to be successful in my 

adult life and not just be a citizen, but a 

contributing member of society, the United States 

Navy has given me," he said. "I don't know what 

I'd be doing without this." 

     Jones and Bush have kept in touch over the 

years. He still has the signed golf ball Bush gave 

him on his graduation day and pictures of the two 

when they later met in Annapolis that didn't land 

him in hot water. 

     He plans to invite Bush to his change of 

command ceremony in a couple of years when he 

takes over as the commanding officer of Coastal 

Riverine Squadron Four. The squadron provides 

harbor security, escorts high-value assets like 

submarines and aircraft carriers, and conducts 

maritime and security operations in coastal and 

inland waterways. 

     It will be his first tour as a commanding officer. 

He just reported as the squadron's executive 

officer a few months ago after a Navy career that 

included a deployment to the Middle East as the 

executive officer of the Norfolk-based guided-

missile cruiser USS Anzio and most recently as 

the executive assistant to the commander of 

Norfolk-based Military Sealift Command. 

     It's been a good career for someone who 

wasn't even sure he'd graduate on time until about 

a week before the ceremony. 

     But during Jones' graduation, Bush privately 

told him not to worry about his GPA. After all, 

Bush said, he had gotten Cs in college and he 

was the president. 

     These days, it's Jones offering similar 

reassurances to midshipmen and younger sailors.      

He's not ashamed of his GPA ï a 2.06 ï and uses 

it to inspire people going through a tough time, 

possibly for the first time. 

     "Ever since graduating there I've always met 

every year two or three midshipmen that are 

struggling through the place that think the world is 

going to end. And I'm like, 'Well, let me tell you a 

story.' And I tell them my story and I literally show 

them my grade-point average and they're like, 'Oh 

my god, you graduated with that?' I'm like, 'Yes.      

Yes, I did.' So it's not that bad." 

     If anyone needs proof, Jones can show his 

class ring from Annapolis. Each ring has "2.0" 

emblazoned on it: the GPA required to graduate. 

     It's not just midshipmen he inspires, either.  

One of his friends he went to grade school with in 

Atlanta would later say Jones changed her life 

when they met in the seventh grade. 

     She was one of the friends at the University of 

North Carolina that made him consider 

transferring there. She's Brooke Baldwin, a CNN 

anchor who produced a segment about their 

friendship and later visited him aboard the Anzio 

while it was deployed for another story.  

     Jones was one of only a handful of black 

students at their elite private school when they 
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met. She said they bonded over their different 

tastes in music and he taught her the importance 

of being open to different perspectives and being 

fair. Jones said that was also a lesson he had to 

learn as a student where he seemingly had little in 

common with his mostly white, more affluent 

classmates. 

     "I've learned you can't judge people who are 

well off just because they're well off," Jones said.  

     "You know, everybody has problems, no 

matter what your financial, socio-economic 

background is. The other thing, too, is when I 

went out for football my junior year is that you can 

define a family in more ways than just blood. The 

football team that I was there with took me in. 

     "And it's one of the influencing factors of why I 

went to Annapolis to go to school as opposed to 

some of the big state football schools at the time." 

     On the sidelines of that same high school 

football field was Baldwin, who was a cheerleader, 

watching and learning from him. 

     "He, without even probably realizing what he 

was doing, was teaching me. Rashad helped 

teach me ï and still does ï how to be a better 

human being," Baldwin said in her CNN segment.      

"How lucky am I?" 

https://pilotonline.com/news/military/local/

article_8099a1d2-ec31-11e8-ae76-

7b6f7cc1e399.html?

fbclid=IwAR3puAyaoveNc7HmFlyhnWwez-

XxLQpcpijdrIELypIWKbeLyZTIRcCwk0U 

The Computer Corner 

By: George Birmingham. ET1(SS) Gold ô69-ó74 

 

E-Mail Safety ï Using  Bcc: to protect your 

friends and Holiday e-Cards (that special gift) 

     Do you ever get e-mails that share a funny 

story or a relevant article of interest that also 

comes along with a long list of e-mail addresses 

included, most of whom you do not know? And 

now if those recipients collect the addresses into 

their e-mail address book and most e-mail clients 

will do that, you have the makings of a spammerôs 

paradise. All it takes is for one of those recipients 

to have their e-mail account breached and then 

you will become the spammerôs newest friend, or 

rather their target.  

     The following was taken from an article located 

at: https://www.howtogeek.com/185233/how-to

-hide-email-addresses-when-sending-to-

multiple-recipients-in-outlook-2013/ 

While this applies to Outlook 2013 in particular, 

the concepts can be applied to whatever e-mail 

client you are using. I happen to use Thunderbird 

on Windows. 

So letôs see how we can use our e-mail clients 

effectively to protect our friends and family from 

unwanted e-mails. 

     When you send email to multiple recipients, 

you have a few options for entering their email 

addresses. You can put multiple addresses in the 

ñToò or ñCcò (Carbon Copy) fields, but then those 

addresses are visible to everyone receiving the 

email. This is okay if itôs a small group where 

everybody knows each other, but if youôre sending 

out a message to a larger groupðor one where 

people may not know one anotherðitôs not such a 

good idea. Some might get upset if their email 

address gets shared with people they donôt 

know. This is where the ñBccò (Blind Carbon 

Copy) field and a contact named ñUndisclosed 

Recipientsò come in. 

     If you are a ñGmailò e-mail user, then here are 

the tips for using Bcc: in Gmail: https://

itstillworks.com/hide-contacts-emails-gmail-

21203.html  

     If you are a ñThunderbirdò e-mail user, then 

https://pilotonline.com/news/military/local/article_8099a1d2-ec31-11e8-ae76-7b6f7cc1e399.html?fbclid=IwAR3puAyaoveNc7HmFlyhnWwez-XxLQpcpijdrIELypIWKbeLyZTIRcCwk0U
https://pilotonline.com/news/military/local/article_8099a1d2-ec31-11e8-ae76-7b6f7cc1e399.html?fbclid=IwAR3puAyaoveNc7HmFlyhnWwez-XxLQpcpijdrIELypIWKbeLyZTIRcCwk0U
https://pilotonline.com/news/military/local/article_8099a1d2-ec31-11e8-ae76-7b6f7cc1e399.html?fbclid=IwAR3puAyaoveNc7HmFlyhnWwez-XxLQpcpijdrIELypIWKbeLyZTIRcCwk0U
https://pilotonline.com/news/military/local/article_8099a1d2-ec31-11e8-ae76-7b6f7cc1e399.html?fbclid=IwAR3puAyaoveNc7HmFlyhnWwez-XxLQpcpijdrIELypIWKbeLyZTIRcCwk0U
https://pilotonline.com/news/military/local/article_8099a1d2-ec31-11e8-ae76-7b6f7cc1e399.html?fbclid=IwAR3puAyaoveNc7HmFlyhnWwez-XxLQpcpijdrIELypIWKbeLyZTIRcCwk0U
https://www.howtogeek.com/185233/how-to-hide-email-addresses-when-sending-to-multiple-recipients-in-outlook-2013/
https://www.howtogeek.com/185233/how-to-hide-email-addresses-when-sending-to-multiple-recipients-in-outlook-2013/
https://www.howtogeek.com/185233/how-to-hide-email-addresses-when-sending-to-multiple-recipients-in-outlook-2013/
https://itstillworks.com/hide-contacts-emails-gmail-21203.html
https://itstillworks.com/hide-contacts-emails-gmail-21203.html
https://itstillworks.com/hide-contacts-emails-gmail-21203.html
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here are the tips for using Bcc: in Thunderbird: 

https://support.mozilla.org/en-US/kb/

addressing-email  

     If you are a ñMacOSò e-mail user, then here 

are the tips for using Bcc: in MacOS Mail: 

https://www.lifewire.com/add-bcc-recipients-

os-x-mail-1172783  

     If you are an ñiPhone/iPadò e-mail user, then 

here are the tips for using Bcc: on those devices: 

https://www.lifewire.com/how-to-send-mail-to-

bcc-recipients-in-iphone-mail-1172563  

     So there you have it. Be kind to your family 

and friends and protect the privacy of their e-mail 

address. They will appreciate your thoughtfulness.  

     This brings me to my next item for this month. 

óTis the season for sending holiday greeting cards 

to friends and family to let them know you are 

thinking of them.  The greeting card industry 

seized the opportunity to let you send greeting 

cards electronically, and you can subscribe to 

these sites for a small fee to do just that.  

Hallmark and American Greetings are some of the 

reputable sites doing that. Unfortunately, hackers 

and spammers also saw the same opportunity but 

in a much different way. Suppose they offered 

cards at a cheaper rate, but their cards also carry 

a surprise for the recipient. Malware is embedded 

in that e-card so when the recipient opens the 

card, it infects their computer while the card is 

being viewed. Several years ago, before I worked 

in computer security, a family member sent me a 

Thanksgiving Greeting card. I opened it, and while 

the little animated card played on my screen, my 

computer was infected with a boot sector virus. As 

a result, I had to reformat my hard drive and re-

install the operating system before I could restore 

from my backups.  I learned a valuable lesson, 

and I no longer open e-cards for any reason. I 

learned a bit later during my security training how 

they actually embed the virus in the e-card. 

     So I want to share this link as a reminder that 

even if it appears to comes from Hallmark, and 

even if your AV says itôs OK, itôs probably not. 

     https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/

info-04-2011/scam-alert-online-e-cards.html  

     In fact, as I prepared to write this column I got 

a Birthday Greeting Card from ñRayò via 

BirthdayAlarm.com. Now I know perhaps 3 or 4 

people with the first name Ray, none of whom 

have ever sent me an e-card. That was red flag 

#1. However the bigger red flag is that my 

birthday is not this month, or next month, but 

actually in April. Thatôs the big RED FLAG!!!  And 

to be sure I open it, the e-card site has now sent 

me 3 reminders to open it. Ooh, must be a really 

special card. I donôt have any e-card accounts, 

although the sender actually sent me the 

authorization codes for the card. How very 

thoughtful!  But there is no chance Iôm going to 

open itðever! 

     If you happen to be the Ray that sent this, 

thanks for the early birthday wishes, but please 

use plain old e-mail next time (and use that Bcc: 

feature). 

     Happy Holidays to all my shipmates.  May you 

all be blessed with the fellowship of friends and 

family during this holiday season. 

     //George 

ðððððððððððððððððððððð 
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