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2016 Stimson Reunion News! 
COMMISSIONING + 50 YEAR REUNION 

(C+50R) 
 

In less than two weeks 194 of our Stimson Shipmates 

and family members will be meeting in Charleston for 

the reunion. 
 

The registration deadline has passed and we can 

not accept any more registrations or walkins. We 

contracted with the hotel for 180 attendance and as 

you see we have exceeded that by 14. Thatôs our limit 

due to space considerations. 
 

The hotel reservations group rate has closed. I am 

very pleased to say that we exceeded the number of 

room nights we had committed for to the hotel. 
 

The official reunion days are Thur., Oct. 13th through 

Sat., Oct. 15th (checkout  on Sun., Oct. 16th). The 

hospitality room will be opening Wed. evening, Oct. 

12th for early arrivals.  
 

RAFFLES, SILENT AUCTION & DOOR PRIZES 

     As normal there will be a 50/50 raffle to be drawn 

on Saturday evening during the banquet.  

     There will be a raffle on Friday night for a finely 

crafted FBM Submarine Cribbage Board. This item 

was handmade and donated by Rodger Schmuck, 

MT1 G 69-71, and normally sells for several hundred 

dollars. Tickets will be $5 each or 6 for $25.  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

     The Saturday night raffle is for a Commissioning 

+50 Years Anniversary quilt donated by Joyce Hladik. 

If youôve attended other reunions you know the quality 

that is stitched into her quilts. This will be the last quilt 

Joyce will be offering at a reunion so letôs make sure 

weôre prepared to show her our appreciation. Tickets 

will be $5 each or 6 for $25.  
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     There will be a silent auction also. You can bid on 

one of two beautiful leather wrapped whiskey flasks 

donated by Barry Mathis, STS2 B 85-87. Both have 

the boat name and hull number. One has silver 

dolphins and the other has gold dolphins.  

     And there will be dozens of Door Prizes...you only 

need to be present to win.  

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

MARRIOTT REWARDS PROGRAM 

     Everyone in our group registered at the hotel for the 

reunion will be able to use the M Lounge each morning 

for breakfast. You should obtain a Marriott Rewards 

card/number which you can apply for online. It took me 

all of 5 minutes to do this. This makes it much easier 

to process at the front desk for any possible upgrades 

to club level rooms such as using the M Lounge. Be 

sure to have your Rewards number handy so it can be 

added to your reservation at hotel check-in. To sign up 

follow this link: https://www.marriott.com/rewards/

createAccount/createAccountPage1.mi?

segmentId=elite.nonrewards  

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

From the Association President Ray Kreul 

Association Officer Elections: 

     All present members stated their desire to stay on 

and serve another term, so the slate of officers for 

nomination will be as follows: 

President: Raymond Kreul  

Vice President: Tom Krauser 

Secretary: J.E. óNickô Nichols 

Treasurer: Ken Meigs   
 

Reunion Locations & dates 

     Questions have been asked concerning why do we 

hold reunions on the East Coast and when will the 

next reunion be scheduled? I have recommended to 

the board that we go back to once established Two- 

year cycle, holding the next reunion in 2018. We need 

a shipmate who is willing to step up and chair the next 

reunion and select his location. Article V of our bylaws 

discusses our reunions and that we have an 

established reunion start up fund to aid the local 

reunion committee with startup costs. In addition we 

have a vast amount of knowledge from previous 

reunion chairmen who will be happy to give advice and 

direction. The next chairperson is free to select his 

own team members and may also appoint a co-

chairman and team members from other locations to 

support him. 

     So shipmates think it over, bring your ideas to the 

reunion. You select the next port of call. 

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

From the Association Storekeeper: Rita Kreul 

     I will be selling the remaining hats, golf shirts, 

coins, patches and key chains at the reunion. Please 

bring your money and help us clear out our remaining 

stock so the next storekeeper can start fresh. 

     I am pleased to announce that a volunteer has 

stepped forward and will be appointed by the Board at 

the Association Meeting at the Reunion in October.  

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

From the Association Historian/Memorabilia 

Custodian: Loree Riggs 

     At the October Reunion Association Meeting, I will 

turn over the Historian/Memorabilia Custodian position 

to another Stimson shipmate who will be appointed by 

the Board. I want to thank all those shipmates over the 

years who have contributed to our outstanding 

collection of photos, film clips, and memorabilia. I have 

really enjoyed learning more about 655 than, probably, 

any other  shipmate. Your collection will be in good 

hands and available for your viewing at many more 

reunions to come. See you in Charleston, Loree Riggs, 

MM2(SS), Gold 66-69 

     Please check the pictures at the end of this 

newsletter. All of the pictures have some names listed 

but there are a lot of blanks. Weôre hoping that our 

shipmates can help complete the missing names for 

our historical archives. When naming the pictures if 

you know when they were madeé year, patrol, 

etc...that would help. Send the info to Nick Nichols, 

Webmaster, (655webmaster@ssbn655.org) 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

https://www.marriott.com/rewards/createAccount/createAccountPage1.mi?segmentId=elite.nonrewards
https://www.marriott.com/rewards/createAccount/createAccountPage1.mi?segmentId=elite.nonrewards
https://www.marriott.com/rewards/createAccount/createAccountPage1.mi?segmentId=elite.nonrewards
mailto:655webmaster@ssbn655.org
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EM2(SS) Donald George Mook G 69-71 

Departed on Eternal Patrol September 5, 2016 

[reported by Nick Nichols, FTCS(SS) B 85-89] 

 

ETC(SS) David T. Ralston B 68-71 

Departed on Eternal Patrol October 23, 2003 

[reported by USSVI National] 

 

MM1(SS) Charles F. Smith, G 69-74 

Departed on Eternal Patrol October 10, 2012 

[reported by Don Ort, MM1 G/B 69-74] 
 

If any of you have any information about the following 

shipmates being on Eternal Patrol please send it to me 

at 655webmaster@ssbn655.org as soon as possible. 

HM2(SS) George D. Hinds, B 76-78  

(possibly lost at sea) 

RMC (SS) Larry L. Crawford, G 76-??  

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 BINNACLE LIST 

(if you would like to be placed on our Association 

Binnacle List please send an email to 

655webmaster@ssbn655.org)  

 

==================== 

Art Wallace, QM2 G 67-71 

Art has been diagnosed with kidney cancer. 

********** 

Alan Reed, ET2(SS) G 68-71 

8.28.16 Alan would like to thank everyone for their 

prayers. The first couple of days home from the 

hospital were not good, but now things are very much 

better. He has been great at eating what he is 

supposed to and is ready to start cardiac rehab. 

Hoping to hear dates for that soon, but may need to 

recover more. Linda  

8.24.16 To the Stimson Association, This is Linda 

Reed, Alan Reedôs wife. We were planning to attend 

the reunion, in fact, very much looking forward to it. I 

just cancelled our room reservation. Alan had a 

massive heart attack last Thursday and was not 

expected to survive the first 24 hours. Thank God, he 

had a great cardiologist and did survive. He had 4 

stints put in a 100% blockage and Monday, had 2 

stints put in a 90% blockage. He will have cardiac 

rehab and is not allowed to do any traveling. In fact, as 

you can imagine lots of meds, lots of restrictions and a 

crappy diet. We hope the reunion is a big success and 

we will be thinking about all of you at that time. 

Sincerely, Linda Reed 

********** 

Carolyn Linhart, wife of Chuck, QM1(SS) G 68-74 

5.15.16 Carolyn has actually gained some weight and 

is up to 88 lbs. Keep the prayers going. Iôm convinced 

that is the only thing keeping her with me. 

4.25.16 Hospice has stepped in to help her to try to get 

back on her feet. We have a lot of people we would 

like to thank in person for their prayers and generous 

nature in helping us out. This tube feeding is not cheap 

and all help is really appreciated. 

2.9.16 My Submarine family: I donôt know how to thank 

you for all you help in the past, but Iôm coming to the 

altar one more time to pray for more help. Medicare is 

not paying for any of the feed tube needs, so itôs all out 

of pocket. Please read the whole story on the link and 

if you can find it in your budget to help, I will be forever 

grateful. Go to this link to better understand Carolynôs 

situation and to assist if possible: 

gofundme.com/5wb3wtpuw 

8.2.15 Since 2010 Carolynôs health has been steadily 

deteriorating. This has caused them severe financial 

difficulties. Chuck has started a GoFundMe page in 

hopes to pay for the required medical procedures 

Carolyn has had to have.  

********** 

Larry Hall, STS3(SS) B 65-69: 

6.10.15 Still awaiting a kidney and canôt travel to the 

reunions. They say that my kidney failure was caused 

by high blood pressure and diabetes though I'm not 

sure about that. In 2009 I had prostate cancer and had 

48 radiation treatments. In 2010 my kidneys failed. 

Since my diabetes is well under control and my blood 

pressure hasn't been high for 20 years, it seems a bit 

coincidental.  

 ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 WELCOME ABOARD & FOUND SHIPMATES!! 

(Shipmate has contacted us to be added or have info 

updated on our Sailing List. Please check the online 

Sailing List to access the shipmates email address.) 

**********  

EM2(SS) James óJimô Campbell B/G 81-84 OVHL #2 

STS2(SS) Thomas óTomô Fulginiti B 87-90 

MM1(SS) Richard J. óRicô Adams B 90-91 

MS2(SS) Peter T. ôPeteô Wimmer B 90-92 Decom 

QM2(SS) Charles Dozier B 90-93 Decom 

MS2(SS) Daniel M. Jaicks B 82-85 OVHL #2 

FTB2(SS) Christopher J. Crawford B/G 71-78 

QM3(SS) Rick Pannone G 75-79 

 

http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/obits/MookDonaldGeorge.pdf
http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/obits/RalstonDavidT.pdf
http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/obits/SmithCharlesF.pdf
mailto:655webmaster@ssbn655.org
mailto:655webmaster@ssbn655.org
http://www.gofundme.com/5wb3wtpuw
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Many of you are on FaceBook. I have taken the time 

to look at some names of shipmates who post or reply 

on a regular basis to the pictures postings. If you see 

any of these shipmates please send them a personal 

invite to contact 655webmaster@ssbn655.org so they 

can have their name place on our Sailing List and 

become a member of the Stimson Association. 

 

These shipmates do not appear on our Sailing List: 

     Kirby Bickford Christian Brewer  

     Owen M Duke Robert Duvall 

     Randy Dyson Robert Christopher Hayes 

     Paul Jansen Bill Lambert 

     Andy Larrivee Bob Luna 

     Vince McGinnis Dan Montoya 

     Robert Robinette Christopher Mullen  

     Glen Roser  Les Schott 

     Chuck Shepherd Roy Tolbert Jr. 

     Byron Trop  Rick Waligora 

     John Yarbro 

These are on our sailing list but we donôt have a valid 

email address for them to receive our newsletter and 

other information: 

     Joseph Cardin Anthony Wayne Johnson Sr   

     Mervin Miller  

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

LOOKING FOR SHIPMATE  

 

Carl Callender [ wn6v@centurytel.net ] is looking for 

info on another RM who was on the STIMSON with 

me ... RMCS(SS) Larry Crawford. His name doesn't 

appear. He was on board the Gold crew approx 76-78. 

********** 

Kimberly Blum-Hogle 

[ kimberly.hogle00@gmail.com ], daughter of 

YNCS(SS) Bert Blum B 87-89, is looking for STSC

(SS) Jack E. Craig from the blue crew. 

********** 

QM1(SS) Chuck Linhart, QM1(SS) G 68-74 

[ chucklinhart@gmail.com ] I would like to get in 

contact with ET1(SS) William óBillô Warren. 

 

STS3(SS) Robert óBobô P. Featheran, Jr. (G 81) 

[ SpritesDragon@gmail.com ] I would like to get in 

contact with STS2 Robert P. Cooley.  

********** 

EM1(SS) Paul Murray (G 65-69) 

[ pcmurray@optonline.net ] I am looking for former 

shipmates Ken Luken IC2(SS) 65-68? and Joe Carter 

MM1(SS) 65-68. 

********** 

QM2(SS) Robert Frizzola (G 82-86) 

[ frizzz688@yahoo.com ] I was on from 82-86 Gold. 

Iôm looking for a few shipmates and maybe you can 

help. MM1/SS Mike Alegretto and MM2/SS Willy 

Wilson, both Gold crew.  

********** 

YNC(SS) James Maddox (B 83-86) 

[ jgm401@msn.com ] is looking for YN2(SS) Mark 

Jackson (B). Also what has happened to MMCM(SS) 

Golightly. 

********** 

STS3(SS) Steve Searight (B 70-71) 

[ ssearight@verizon.net ] is looking for STS3 Eugene 

Manning who served during the same period as me. 

As I recall, he was from New York (Brooklyn). 

********** 

MM2(SS) Joe Civiletti (G 79-81) 

[ submarinemm1@aol.com ]  Does anyone 

remember/ know what happened to an MMCS/SS 

Golightly (A-Div Gold crew in 1979 when I came on 

board).  

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

GREAT LINKS TO SPEND TIME WITH  

(all links from ñThe Draftò will be on the website)  

**********  

655 Association Website  

www.ssbn655.org  

**********  

First Look at Sunken WWII-era Aircraft Carrier 

Scientists use a remotely operated vehicles to explore 

the USS Independence for the first time in 65 years. 

http://www.msn.com/en-us/video/wonder/first-look

-at-sunken-wwii-era-aircraft-carrier/vi-BBvYSyJ?

ocid=se 

**********  

U.S. NAVY RTC HALL OF FAME COMPANY 447 

YNSN(SS) James Maratta, B 67-68 submitted this 

video. ñI was  a member of the boot camp Tiger 

Company 447. We started our training on July 25, 

1966 and completed training on September 27, 1966. 

We met again 50 years later.... 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvURVgESJJQ 

********** 

"Homeward Bound, Coast of New England" 

Another of the great 1970s television commercials for 

the US Navy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kz0Yu4CnpZE 

**********  

1953 U.S. Navy Training Film, Submarine Escape 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=TuhWjHRAEPw 

**********  

Nice article about the Turtle...today in history 1776. 

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/worlds-

mailto:wn6v@centurytel.net
mailto:kimberly.hogle00@gmail.com
mailto:chucklinhart@gmail.com
mailto:SpritesDragon@gmail.com
mailto:pcmurray@optonline.net
mailto:frizzz688@yahoo.com
mailto:jgm401@msn.com
mailto:ssearight@verizon.net
mailto:submarinemm1@aol.com
http://ssbn655.org/
http://www.msn.com/en-us/video/wonder/first-look-at-sunken-wwii-era-aircraft-carrier/vi-BBvYSyJ?ocid=se
http://www.msn.com/en-us/video/wonder/first-look-at-sunken-wwii-era-aircraft-carrier/vi-BBvYSyJ?ocid=se
http://www.msn.com/en-us/video/wonder/first-look-at-sunken-wwii-era-aircraft-carrier/vi-BBvYSyJ?ocid=se
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvURVgESJJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvURVgESJJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kz0Yu4CnpZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuhWjHRAEPw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuhWjHRAEPw
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/worlds-first-submarine-attack?cmpid=email-hist-tdih-2016-0907-09072016&om_rid=e24fb21b6df68fa42ff4dae172c304dc73e2303132a1bce6828794fa766d1ff2&om_mid=87864647&kx_EmailCampaignID=7024&kx_EmailCampaignName=email-hist-t
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first-submarine-attack?cmpid=email-hist-tdih-2016

-0907-

09072016&om_rid=e24fb21b6df68fa42ff4dae172c3

04dc73e2303132a1bce6828794fa766d1ff2&om_mid

=87864647&kx_EmailCampaignID=7024&kx_Email

CampaignName=email-hist-tdih-2016-0907-

09072016&kx_EmailRecipientID=e24fb21b6df68fa4

2ff4dae172c304dc73e2303132a1bce6828794fa766d

1ff2 

**********  

Sunken WWII British Submarine Found Off the 

Coast of Denmark 

On April 10, 1940, British submarine HMS Tarpon and 

its crew of 50 were sent to Norway to intercept Nazi 

merchant vessels. They were was never heard from 

again. After 76 years, the sub has finally been found 

and an investigation of the remarkably well preserved 

vessel shows it didnôt go down without a fight. 

http://gizmodo.com/sunken-british-submarine-

found-off-the-coast-of-denmark-1786315713 

**********  

Great Map of Ships Sunk in WWII 

This includes the cause of sinking, date sunk and 

pictures. Copied from Bremerton Base newsletter. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?

mid=1x7Q2wEHD_NV-5MeFWcWB2BRH97Y 

**********  

The Juggler  

Do you remember?  It's worth another watch - even if 

you've seen it before. They just don't make them like 

they used to.  Only those of us over 50 would probably 

recognize the people in the front row (Speaker of the 

House, President and Senate Majority Leader). I don't 

think this would be possible in today's Washington! 

*NOTE:  You don't have to be over 50 to enjoy it! (Note 

the secret service behind the President trying not to 

laugh) 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/ n6mbW-jMtrY?

rel=0 

**********  

Navy Eliminating 241-Year-Old Rating System in 

New Enlisted Rank Overhaul 

https://news.usni.org/2016/09/29/navy-eliminating-

241-year-old-rating-system-new-enlisted-rank-

overhaul  

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Submarine Force Looking for Enlisted Women 

PO1 Daniel Hinton, DVIDS, September 29 JOINT 

BASE PEARL HARBOR HICKAM ï  

     The Enlisted Women in Submarine Task Force 

hosted a recruitment and conversion brief at Lockwood 

Hall Sept. 29, 2016. 

     The recruitment for this cycle of applicants comes 

on the heels of successful integration of female 

officers and senior enlisted Sailors onboard 

submarines that started in 2010. 

     In January 2013, Secretary of Defense Leon 

Panetta rescinded the 1994 Direct Combat Exclusion 

act which restricted women from serving onboard 

submarines. 

     Naval Administrative (NAVADMIN) message 19/15 

entitled, "Opening Submarine Force Billets to Enlisted 

Women," detailed the enlisted women integration plan 

and was formally approved in December 2014 for 

federal funding by Congress. 

     This year, NAVADMIN message 196/16 detailed 

requirements for female Sailors interested in applying. 

     Female Sailors in ranks Seaman Recruit to Senior 

Chief Petty Officer are eligible to apply. 

     Petty Officer and Senior Chief Petty Officer 

conversions are available for Information Systems 

Technician (ITS), Logistics Specialist (LS), Culinary 

Specialist (CS), and Yeoman (YN). 

     Petty Officer 1st Class and below conversions are 

available in Sonar Technician, Fire Control Technician, 

Machinists Mate-Weapons, Machinists Mate-Auxiliary, 

Missile Technician, Electronics Technician-Navigation, 

Electronics Technician-Communications, LS, ITS, CS, 

and YN. 

     This cycle of conversions will be for the initial 

enlisted integration of the USS Ohio (SSGN 726) 

submarine crews in Bangor, Washington in 2018. 

     Applications are due by April 1, 2017 and the 

selection process will begin in May 2017. 

     For more information on how to apply see your 

command career counselor and visit:  

http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/enlisted/

community/submarine/pages/

EnlistedWomeninSubmarines.aspx 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 
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https://news.usni.org/2016/09/29/navy-eliminating-241-year-old-rating-system-new-enlisted-rank-overhaul
https://news.usni.org/2016/09/29/navy-eliminating-241-year-old-rating-system-new-enlisted-rank-overhaul
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/enlisted/community/submarine/pages/EnlistedWomeninSubmarines.aspx
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/enlisted/community/submarine/pages/EnlistedWomeninSubmarines.aspx
http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/enlisted/community/submarine/pages/EnlistedWomeninSubmarines.aspx
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Electric Boat: New $2.7B attack sub Illinois 

delivered to Navy early and under budget   

New London Day, September 11  

     Electric Boat said that it has delivered the nuclear 

attack submarine Illinois to the Navy early and below 

budget. 

     The Illinois was delivered four days early, and more 

than $100 million below target cost, according to EB's 

director of communications, Tim Boulay. 

     The $2.7-billion submarine is the 13th ship in the 

Virginia class, the most advanced class of submarines 

in the world. 

     The Virginia program, which is built by Electric Boat 

and Newport News Shipbuilding, has been hailed as a 

success for the on-time and under-budget delivery of 

the submarines, despite setbacks when inspectors 

discovered unauthorized and undocumented weld 

repairs that affected at least three of the submarines. 

     Shipbuilding partners EB and Newport News 

already have delivered 12 Virginia-class submarines to 

the Navy, and 11 of the boats are in various phases of 

construction between EB's facilities in Quonset Point 

and Connecticut, and Newport News. 

     ñLike the previous ships of the class, Illinois has 

been designed specifically to incorporate new 

technologies that will provide the capabilities required 

to meet emergent threats,ò EB President Jeffry Geiger 

said in a statement. 

     "This enables the Virginia Class to make unique 

and significant contributions to national security for 

decades to come,ò he said. 

     Geiger credited the Navy, the shipbuilders and the 

supplier base for the cost and schedule achievements. 

     Virginia-class submarines displace 7,835 tons, with 

a hull length of 377 feet and a diameter of 34 feet. 

     They are capable of speeds in excess of 25 knots 

and can dive to a depth greater than 800 feet, while 

carrying Mark 48 advanced capability torpedoes and 

Tomahawk land-attack missiles. 

     The Illinois is slated to be commissioned in Groton 

this fall, at which point the ship will join the Navy's fleet 

of 52 attack submarines. 

     The submarine was christened Oct. 10, 2015, by 

ship sponsor First Lady Michelle Obama at EB's 

Groton shipyard. 

     The company, which currently has 14,500 

employees, has beefed up its labor force due to 

growing demand, led by the Virginia-class program 

now and the recently named Columbia-class program, 

a new class of ballistic-missile submarines that will 

replace the aging Ohio-class boats in the future. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

US Tests, Upgrades Nuclear-Armed, Submarine-

Launched Trident II D5s 

Kris Osborn, Scout, September 15  

     Nuclear-Armed Trident II D5 missiles rest in 44-foot 

long missile tubes built into ballistic missile submarines 

quietly patrolling the undersea domain - to ensure 

security and peace. 

     The US Navy is test-firing and upgrading its arsenal 

of Trident II D5 nuclear-armed submarine launched 

missiles designed to keep international peace -- by 

ensuring and undersea-fired second-strike ability in the 

event of a catastrophic nuclear first strike on the US. 

     Firing from the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of 

Florida Aug. 31, a specially configured non-armed 

ñtestò version of the missile was fired from the Navyôs 

USS Maryland. This was the 161st successful Trident 

II launch since design completion in 1989. 

     The missile was converted into a test configuration 

using a test missile kit produced by Lockheed Martin 

that contains range safety devices, tracking systems 

and flight telemetry instrumentation, a Lockheed 

statement said. 

     The Trident II D5 missile is deployed aboard U.S. 

Navy Ohio-class submarines and Royal Navy 

Vanguard-class to deter nuclear aggression. The three

-stage ballistic missile can travel a nominal range of 

4,000 nautical miles and carry multiple independently 

targeted reentry bodies.  

     The U.S. and UK are collaboratively working on a 

common missile compartment for their next generation 

SSBNs, or ballistic missile submarines. 

     The 130,000-pound Trident II D5 missile can travel 

20,000-feet per second, according to Navy figures. 

The missiles cost $30 million each. 

     The "Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists" further 

describes the weapon -- "The Trident D5s carry three 

types of warheads: the 100-kiloton W76/Mk-4, the 100-

kiloton W76-1/Mk-4A, and the 455-kiloton W88/Mk-5 

warhead, the highest-yield ballistic missile warhead in 

the U.S. arsenal." 

     Trident II D5 - Nuclear-Armed Missile Upgrade: 

     The Trident II D5, first fired in the 1990s, is an 

upgraded version of the 1970s-era Trident I nuclear 

weapon; the Trident II D5s were initially engineered to 

serve until 2027, however an ongoing series of 

upgrades are now working to extend its service life.  

     The Navy is modernizing its arsenal of Trident II D5 

nuclear missiles in order to ensure their service life 

can extend for 25 more years aboard the Navyôs 

nuclear ballistic missile submarine fleet, service 

leaders said. 

      ñSustaining and modernizing the nuclear enterprise 
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infrastructure is crucial to maintaining a strong, 

credible and flexible nuclear deterrent, which is 

essential to our national security and the security of 

United Statesô allies and partners,ò Adm. Cecil D. 

Haney, U.S. Strategic Command commander said in a 

written statement.  

     The 44-foot long submarine-launched missiles have 

been serving on Ohio-class submarines for 25 years, 

Vice Adm. Terry Benedict, director of Strategic 

Systems and Programs, said several years ago at the 

Navy Leagueôs Sea Air Space exposition. 

     The missiles are also being planned as the 

baseline weapon for the Ohio Replacement Program 

ballistic missile submarine, a platform slated to serve 

well into the 2080s, so the Navy wants to extend the 

service life of the Trident II D5 missiles to ensure 

mission success in future decades. 

     The Navy has been working on technical upgrades 

to the existing Trident II D 5 in order to prevent 

obsolescence and ensure the missile system remains 

viable for the next several decades. 

     Engineers have modernized the guidance system 

by replacing two key components due to obsolescence 

ï the inertial measurement unit and the electronics 

assembly, Benedict said.  

     Under the U.S.-Russia New START treaty signed in 

2010, roughly 70-percent of the U.S.ô nuclear 

warheads will be deployed on submarines. 

     Within the last several years, the Navy has 

acquired an additional 108 Trident II D 5 missiles in 

order to strengthen the inventory for testing and further 

technological development. 

     As part of the technical improvements to the 

missile, the Navy is upgrading whatôs called the Mk-4 

re-entry body, the part of the missile that houses a 

thermonuclear warhead. The life extension for the Mk-

4 re-entry body includes efforts to replace components 

including the firing circuit, Navy officials explained. 

     The Navy is also working with the Air Force on 

refurbishing the Mk-5 re-entry body which will be ready 

by 2019, senior Navy officials said. 

     Benedict said the Mk-5 re-entry body has more 

yield than a Mk-4 re-entry body, adding that more 

detail on the differences was not publically available. 

     The missile also has a larger structure called a 

release assembly which houses and releases the re-

entry bodies, Navy officials said. There is an ongoing 

effort to engineer a new release assembly that will 

work with either the Mk-4 or Mk-5 re-entry body.  

 

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

A Nuclear Sub in The Desert? 

Parts of the USS Phoenix await permanent home 

(ARIZONA REPUBLIC 20 SEP 16) ... Shaun 

McKinnon 

     More than 35 years after her grandmother 

christened the nuclear submarine USS Phoenix, Amy 

Rhodes Marshall smashed a bottle of champagne 

against the top half of the subôs sail Tuesday morning, 

launching a plan to build a memorial to the Phoenix in 

the city that lent the big boat its name. 

     Betty Rhodes, the wife of longtime Arizona 

Congressman John Rhodes, was the subôs original 

sponsor in December 1979 as the Los Angeles 

submarine was readied for its first trip.  The sub was 

part of the U.S. Navyôs Cold War-era buildup and 

sailed the Atlantic for much of its history. It was 

decommissioned in 1998 and moved to a Navy yard in 

Bremerton, Wash. 

     Early in its history, the Phoenix was informally 

adopted by the city of Phoenix and in the years after it 

left the seas, attempts were made to bring parts of the 

sub to Phoenix for a memorial. One group, under the 

"Save our Sail" banner, worked more than 15 years on 

plans to honor the sub. The Navy finally agreed and 

the parts - the subôs "sail," or conning tower, its diving 

planes and rudder, 65 tons in all - arrived at the 

Papago Park Military Reservation last month. The sail 

was cut in half for the trip, but could be reassembled 

later. 

     The city set aside a plot near the Veterans Home at 

Steele Indian School Park for a memorial and the site 

was dedicated in March. Backers will now finalize a 

design and start to raise money to pay for the 

memorial. 

     As she prepared to christen the sub's sail, Marshall 

noted that her grandmother was one of the sweetest, 

gentlest people she knew, "so it was a little ironic that 

she took such pride in her role as sponsor of this 

warship." 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix

-history/2016/09/20/nuclear-submarine-desert-parts

-uss-phoenix-cold-war-await-permanent-

home/90365540/ 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Navy Exploring Successor To Sub-Launched 

Nuclear Missile 

Marc Selinger, Defense Daily, September 22 

     The U.S. Navy is in the ñvery early phasesò of 

exploring what the successor to its Trident II D-5 

ballistic missile will look like, a service official said 

Sept. 22. 

     Navy engineers ñhave begun evaluating the 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix-history/2016/09/20/nuclear-submarine-desert-parts-uss-phoenix-cold-war-await-permanent-home/90365540/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix-history/2016/09/20/nuclear-submarine-desert-parts-uss-phoenix-cold-war-await-permanent-home/90365540/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix-history/2016/09/20/nuclear-submarine-desert-parts-uss-phoenix-cold-war-await-permanent-home/90365540/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/phoenix-history/2016/09/20/nuclear-submarine-desert-parts-uss-phoenix-cold-war-await-permanent-home/90365540/
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technology areas that need to be examinedò to 

develop the new submarine-launched, nuclear-armed 

missile, said Vice Adm. Terry Benedict, director of 

Navy Strategic Systems Programs. The service has 

also had preliminary discussions with high-level 

decision-makers, including the Joint Staff, the 

Pentagonôs acquisition and policy offices, and U.S. 

Strategic Command. 

     First deployed in 1990, the Lockheed Martin [LMT] 

D-5 is undergoing a life extension program. But a new 

missile will be needed in the ñ2040-ishò timeframe, 

when the Navyôs inventory of D-5s is projected to fall 

below required levels, Benedict said. 

     Another conference speaker, Lt. Gen. Jack 

Weinstein, Air Force deputy chief of staff for strategic 

deterrence and nuclear integration, said his service is 

pursuing ñsmart commonalityò between its future 

Ground Based Strategic Deterrent (GBSD) and the 

Navyôs nuclear missile efforts. The Air Force also is 

looking for commonality with the Missile Defense 

Agencyôs long-range, ground-based interceptors and 

with space systems. 

     GBSD will replace the aging Boeing [BA] 

Minuteman 3 ICBM. The Air Force issued a request for 

proposals for GBSDôs technology maturation and risk 

reduction phase in July, and bids are due in October. 

     Jamie Morin, director of the Pentagonôs Office of 

Cost Analysis and Program Evaluation (CAPE), said 

DoDôs nuclear triad modernization programs are on 

the ñright footing.ò The Navyôs Ohio Replacement 

Program, for instance, ñwas founded on a pretty 

rigorous scrub of requirementsò and is poised to 

develop a submarine that minimizes risk by using 

existing state-of-the-art technology instead of the ñnext 

decadeôs technology," he said. 

     According to Benedict, the Common Missile 

Compartment (CMC), which the Navy is developing 

with the United Kingdom for new nuclear-armed 

submarines, ñis shifting from design to production in 

both the U.S. and the U.K. The U.S. just celebrated its 

ócut steel,ô and the United Kingdom is about to do that 

imminently.ò The Navy has awarded a contract to 

General Dynamics [GD] Electric Boat for the first 17 

missile tubes and is preparing to issue a contract for 

the second purchase, Benedict added. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

After a 7-year Search, a Missing German U-boat is 

Lost no Longer 

Michael E. Ruane, The Washington Post, August 

31 

     OCRACOKE, N.C. ð The sonar ñtargetò first 

appears as a green and yellow streak on Randy Holtôs 

computer screen. Up ahead, nothing can yet be seen 

through the dark water 700 feet below the ocean 

surface.  

     Holtôs submersible, Nomad, glides over the sandy 

bottom, fighting the current and searching. With each 

sonar sweep, the image grows more distinct on the 

screen. ñVery good,ò Holt says. ñWeôre real close to 

this thing.ò 

     Then he spots something outside and switches off 

the lights: ñSee the shadow?ò A large black silhouette 

emerges from the gloom. ñYeah,ò Holt says. ñThis is 

our U-boat.ò 

     Itôs the German submarine U-576, resting on its 

side, right where it sank in 1942. Its wooden deck 

plates have rotted away after 74 years underwater. But 

its hull, conning tower and deck gun ð nicknamed 

ñPeterle,ò little Peter ð are still there. 

     The encrusted hatches are all closed. And almost 

certainly entombed within are the skipper, Hans-Dieter 

Heinicke, and 44 German sailors, including one 

Herbert Sprissinger, who perished on his 20th 

birthday. 

     On Aug. 24, after a seven-year search, the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) got 

the first look at U-576 since the sub went down in a 

wild battle off North Carolinaôs Outer Banks on July 15, 

1942. 

     NOAAôs Office of Ocean Exploration and Research, 

along with the University of North Carolinaôs Coastal 

Studies Institute and the federal Bureau of Ocean 

Energy Management, had been looking for the sub 

since 2009 in the area where the battle had taken 

place. 

     With the help of sonar and other devices, it was 

found in August 2014. One of the merchant ships it 

sank in the battle had been found nearby the year 

before. 

     But last month was the first time anyone had 

actually seen the sub since it was shelled and depth-

charged to the bottom that Wednesday in 1942, eight 

months after the United States entered World War II. 

     In partnership with a marine research outfit called 

Project Baseline, the University of North Carolina 

Coastal Studies Institute and SRI International, 

scientists made a series of dives from the 146-foot 

vessel Baseline Explorer.  

     Operating from within the thick plastic bubble of two

-person submersibles, they studied the wrecks of the 

U-boat and its victim, the Nicaraguan freighter 

Bluefields, which had a huge torpedo hole in its side. 

(The crew of the freighter survived.) 

     On one dive Thursday, a reporter went along. 
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     The Unterseeboot 576 rests about 35 miles east of 

here, out in the Gulf Stream, where German subs 

savaged merchant shipping during the war, sinking 

scores of vessels and killing hundreds of people. 

     Itôs in 721 feet of water, well below the ñcrush 

depth,ò where the enormous pressure would collapse 

its inner hull, NOAA experts said. 

     Itôs an eerie, lonely place. The seafloor is barren. 

And the few fish around the wreck have a sickly gray 

pallor. 

     Inside the 2Ĳ -inch-thick sphere of the submersible, 

the only sounds were the whirring of the carbon 

dioxide scrubber, the occasional hiss of air, and Holtôs 

voice as he radioed depth and bearing to the surface. 

     ñItôs sort of unreal,ò said NOAA maritime 

archaeologist Joe Hoyt, the chief investigator on the 

project, who was among the first to glimpse the boat 

on Aug. 24. 

     ñI knew the story, [but] the moment that we get in 

there and it comes out of the gloom at you . . . it was 

humbling,ò he said. 

     At that great depth, the boat remains substantially 

intact. ñItôs all there, just as it went down in 1942,ò he 

said. 

     ñOne of the things weôre looking for is what 

happened to the crew,ò he said. ñDid they try to get out 

the escape hatches? Did the ship flood 

catastrophically? Were they on the seabed for some 

period of time, disabled with air still in the sub?ò 

     ñAll the hatches we were able to see . . . were 

dogged down, closed,ò he said. ñSo, you see those 

hatches closed and the moment you kind of see that . .

. youôre immediately aware that itôs a tomb.ò 

     ñThereôs 45 guys inside of that thing,ò he said. ñAnd 

no matter the exact circumstances of their demise, it 

had to just be horrifying.ò 

     óA dangerous situationô 

     On the afternoon of July 15, 1942, Kapitªnleutnant 

Heinicke had to make a crucial decision. 

     He was in a crippled, unlucky boat that had been 

damaged and nearly sunk by an aircraft attack a day 

or two before. 

     The attack had affected a ballast tank and 

hampered the boatôs ability to dive and surface. 

Heinicke had signaled his superiors that the boat could 

not be repaired. 

     ñUnder normal circumstances, thatôs the end of the 

operation,ò said retired National Archives expert and U

-boat historian Timothy Mulligan. ñIf you canôt dive, or if 

you dive and you donôt know youôre going to come 

back to the surface . . . youôre in a dangerous 

situation.ò 

     Heinicke was 29, the son of a German cavalry 

officer who had been killed on the Eastern Front in 

World War I. He was an experienced, observant 

commander who had been in the Navy for almost a 

decade. 

     He was on his fifth patrol with a year-old boat but 

had bagged only three ships and was plagued with 

engine trouble. 

     One of his victims, the armed British freighter 

Empire Spring, had gone down off Nova Scotia with all 

55 hands aboard, according to the website Uboat.net. 

     Another, the Norwegian vessel Taborfjell, sank off 

Cape Cod so fast that only three of its 20-man crew 

survived. 

     But in the case of the American freighter Pipestone 

County, torpedoed off Cape Henry, Va., in April 1942, 

Heinicke surfaced near the lifeboats. He gave the 

survivors provisions and apologized for sinking the 

ship. There were no fatalities. 

     U-576 had a young crew. No one was older than 

29, according to a crew list provided by NOAA. 

Seaman Egon Gablick was 18. Heinz Beckers, Kurt 

Bauer, Willi Steuer and Erwin Schlussler were 19. 

     The oldest on board was another kapitªnleutnant, 

August Bohnenkamp, who would have turned 30 in 

November. 

     On the 29th day of the patrol, the damaged sub 

was headed east, perhaps toward home. Heinicke 

reported that he had made 16 miles, running on the 

surface in moderate seas. 

     ñThatôs the last communication,ò Mulligan said. 

     At some point after that, the boat encountered an 

irresistible target. 

     It was an Allied convoy, designated KS-520 ð 19 

merchant ships and five escorts, bound from Hampton 

Roads, Va., to Key West, Fla. 

     Heinicke had spotted another convoy a few days 

earlier, but had lost contact with it. 

     He had also found one back in the spring, a group 

of seven troop transports. It was a potential feast for a 

U-boat. But he had been out of torpedoes and could 

do nothing. 

     Now he had to decide: Should he take the hobbled 

U-576 into battle or continue toward his home base in 

France? 

     ñWhat does he do?ò Mulligan said in a recent 

interview. ñHe tries to go after the convoy.ò  

     Heinicke got into position and fired four torpedoes. 

Two hit and damaged the Chilore, an American 

freighter, according to NOAA. One hit and damaged 

the big Panamanian tanker J.A. Mowinckel, and the 

fourth sank the Bluefields. 
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     But after firing the torpedoes, the U-boat 

inexplicably bobbed to the surface in the middle of the 

convoy. Patrolling airplanes and gunners on one of the 

convoy ships pounced. 

     The Navy seaplanes dropped depth charges, one 

of which slid off the subôs hull before exploding, 

according to National Archives records Mulligan 

examined. 

     Debris flew up. The U-boat headed down, and 

black oil spread over the water. 

     Three days later, German headquarters asked U-

576 to report. There was no reply. Headquarters tried 

to reach the boat again on July 19 and again on July 

21. 

     Nothing was heard. 

      óTorpedo Junctionô 

     Few people realize that desperate fighting raged 

just off the East Coast during World War II as U-boats 

torpedoed Allied shipping and U.S. forces fought back, 

NOAA said. 

     German subs sank 600 ships off the coast, often 

using the glow from U.S. towns to backlight their 

targets at night, according to historians. 

     The heavily traveled area off Cape Hatteras, N.C., 

was such a grim killing ground that it became known 

as ñTorpedo Junction.ò 

     It is what NOAA calls an oceanic battlefield. And 

the federal agency said it is working to determine 

exactly what happened there, just as historians would 

on a land battlefield. 

     NOAA is also considering expansion of its nearby 

Monitor National Marine Sanctuary, which protects the 

wreck of the famous Civil War vessel, to include the U-

boat, the Bluefields and other historic shipwrecks in 

the area. 

     An estimated 90 vessels ð including U-576 and 

three other subs ð were sunk there between January 

and July 1942, NOAA said. And 1,600 men ð 1,100 of 

them merchant seamen ð were lost. 

     This week, the U-boat project had to be suspended 

because of bad weather, said David W. Alberg, 

supervisor of the Monitor sanctuary. He said the 

scientists hope to be back at the site this weekend. 

     The submarine is still technically the property of the 

German government, and the United States has 

agreed to care for it. NOAAôs aim is to conduct an 

underwater laser scan of both wrecks and produce 

exact 3-D models for posterity.  

     Last Thursday, as the submersible drifted through 

the dark water around the boat, Holt noted that the 

subôs forward and aft dive planes were set as if the 

stricken vessel was struggling to surface. 

     It was one of the few outward clues to the subôs 

end. There was also a patch of the outer hull that was 

peeled away near the front of the boat. Holt said that 

might be where a depth charge exploded, fatally 

weakening the structure. 

     It may have been that the crew sealed off flooded 

compartments but the boat was too heavy to rise, he 

said. ñMaybe they just waited it out till the end,ò he 

said. 

     An hour and a half after submerging, Nomad was 

cleared to ascend, and it slowly rose toward the 

surface and the sunlight, leaving U-576 behind in the 

dim underwater battlefield where it met its end. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Submitted by Gerry Weeks wife of Bob Weeks 

Commissioning GOLD Commanding Officer 64-71 

 

MILITARY THEN and NOW 

 

1945 - NCO's had a typewriter on their desks for doing 

daily reports. 

2016 - Everyone has an internet access computer, and 

they wonder why no work is getting done. 

  

1945 - we painted pictures of girls on airplanes to 

remind us of home. 

2016 - they put the real thing in the cockpit. 

  

1945 - your girlfriend was at home praying you would 

return alive. 

2016 - she is in the same trench praying your condom 

worked. 

  

1945 - if you got drunk off duty your buddies would 

take you back to the barracks to sleep it off. 

2016 - if you get drunk they slap you in rehab and ruin 

your career. 

  

1945 - you were taught to aim at your enemy and 

shoot him. 

2016- you spray 500 bullets into the brush, don't hit 

anything, and retreat because you're out of ammo. 

  

1945 - canteens were made of steel, and you could 

heat coffee or hot chocolate in them. 

2016 - canteens are made of plastic, you can't heat 

anything in them, and they always taste like plastic. 

 

1945 - officers were professional soldiers first and they 

commanded respect. 

2016 - officers are politicians first and beg not to be 

given a wedgie. 
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1945 - they collected enemy intelligence and analyzed 

it. 

2016 - they collect your pee and analyze it. 

  

1945 - if you didn't act right, the Sergeant Major put 

you in the brig until you straightened up. 

2016 - if you don't act right, they start a paper trail that 

follows you forever. 

 

1945 - medals were awarded to heroes who saved 

lives at the risk of their own. 

2016 - medals are awarded to people who work at 

headquarters. 

  

1945 - you slept in barracks like a soldier. 

2016 - you sleep in a dormitory like a college kid. 

  

1945 - you ate in a mess hall, which was free, and you 

could have all the food you wanted. 

2016 - you eat in a dining facility, every slice of bread 

or pad of butter costs, and you better not take too 

much. 

  

1945 - we defeated powerful countries like Germany 

and Japan. 

2016 - we come up short against Iraq and Afghanistan. 

  

1945 - if you wanted to relax, you went to the rec 

center, played pool, smoked and drank beer. 

2016 - you go to the community center, and you can 

play pool. 

  

1945 - if you wanted beer and conversation you went 

to the NCO or Officers' Club. 

2016 - the beer will cost you $2.75, membership is 

forced, and someone is watching how much you drink. 

  

1945 - the Exchange had bargains for soldiers who 

didn't make much money. 

2016 - you can get better and cheaper merchandise at 

Walmart. 

 

1945 - we could recognize the enemy by their Nazi 

helmets. 

2016 - we are wearing the Nazi helmets. 

  

1945 - we called the enemy names like "Krauts" and 

"Japs" because we didn't like them. 

2016 - we call the enemy the "opposing force" or 

"aggressor" because we don't want to offend them. 

  

 

1945 - victory was declared when the enemy was 

defeated and all his things were broken. 

2016 - we havenôt a clue as to what victory is or what it 

takes to achieve it. 

  

1945 - a commander would put his butt on the line to 

protect his people. 

2016 - a commander will put his people on the line to 

protect his butt. 

  

1945 - wars were planned and run by generals and 

Admirals who knew how to fight and win. 

2016 - wars are planned by politicians who havenôt a 

clue about fighting or winning. 

  

1945 - we were fighting for freedom, and the country 

was committed to winning. 

2016 - we don't know what we're fighting for, and the 

government is committed to social programs and 

political correctness. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

The Time a Single Soviet Officer Averted a Nuclear 

War 

Avery Thompson, Popular Mechanics, Sept 27 

     In 1962, at the height of the Cold War, the Soviets 

began moving nuclear missiles into Cuba. When the 

Americans found out, it triggered a diplomatic and 

military crisis on an unprecedented scale. The Cuban 

Missile Crisis was the closest the world has ever come 

to full-scale nuclear war, and for a brief moment, only 

one man stood between the world and nuclear 

annihilation, his name was Vasili Arkhipov. 

     The story starts a year before, when the U.S. tried 

to stage a coup in Cuba to oust the newly elected Fidel 

Castro. The Bay of Pigs Invasion was a failure and an 

embarrassment for the American government. In 

response, Cuba asked the now emboldened Soviets 

for assistance. The U.S.S.R. began sending nuclear 

missiles to Cuba. When the U.S. found out, it set up a 

blockade. The Soviets viewed this as an act of 

aggression, and diplomatic ties between the two 

countries began to break down. Nuclear war was 

looking more and more likely every day. 

     In this environment of heightened tensions, a group 

of U.S. Navy ships located a Soviet submarine in the 

waters off Cuba. The Navy ships dropped a depth 

charge to force the sub to the surface. The sub, the 

Soviet B-59, was too deep to receive any radio 

communications, and the crew suspected that war had 

already broken out. 

     The captain, Valentin Savitsky, decided to launch 

the sub's nuclear missiles toward the United States. 

#US#US
#US#US
#US#US
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Launching the missiles required the unanimous vote of 

the three senior officers: the captain, the ship's political 

officer Ivan Maslennikov, and the first officer, Vasili 

Arkhipov. 

     Both Captain Savitsky and Maslennikov voted to 

launch the missiles, but Arkhipov did not. An intense 

argument broke out among the three men, but 

Arkhipov managed to convince Savitsky to surface. 

This action likely averted a nuclear war. In the end, 

Arkhipov's actions allowed the U.S. to negotiate peace 

with the Soviets and end the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Sailor served aboard converted WWII sub 

Gordon Jackson, The Brunswick News, Sept 27 

     Millard Allenôs first duty assignment after he 

graduated the Naval Academy was as a combat 

information officer aboard a cruiser. Six months later, 

his service aboard surface vessels ended when Allen 

learned he was accepted to submarine school. 

     ñI put in the request with no idea Iôd get it,ò he said. 

ñI wanted submarine service because itôs all volunteer. 

If you want teamwork, serve aboard a submarine.ò 

     Submarine service exceeded his expectations, 

Allen said. He was assigned to the USS Threadfin, a 

World War II-era diesel-powered submarine home 

ported in Key West, Fla. 

     ñI wanted Key West because I donôt like cold 

weather,ò he said. 

     He served as supply officer, a typical duty 

assignment for an officerôs first deployment aboard a 

submarine. He earned his Gold Dolphins Badge in 10 

months, which is considered very fast for an officer 

because they are required to have a more 

comprehensive understanding of all the boatôs 

systems. 

     The boat underwent modifications before he was 

assigned to the crew that included the installation of a 

better sonar system to track Soviet Union submarines 

off the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico. 

     ñWe looked for them all the time,ò he said. ñOne 

time we found a Russian sub in the Florida Straits.ò 

     He was aboard in 1959 when the boat was headed 

to Pakistan to provide support for President 

Eisenhowerôs visit there. It never reached its 

destination. 

     During the transit through the Suez Canal, a Greek 

freighter following too closely collided with the 

Threadfin. The freighterôs captain claimed his ship lost 

power. 

     Damage to the sub included a bent propeller shaft, 

a twisted propeller and a dented hull. 

     ñWe had to transit the Suez on one screw,ò he said. 

ñIt took seven weeks of repair.ò 

     He was later assigned to the USS Marlin, an 

experimental submarine that was later used for 

training exercises. 

     He left active duty after five years as a lieutenant 

and immediately signed up for the Navy Reserve, 

where he served another 15 years before retiring as a 

commander. 

     ñI love the military and I love the Navy,ò he said. óIôd 

do it over again in a nanosecond.ò 

     Awards: National Defense Service Medal; Naval 

Reserve Ribbon; Gold Dolphins badge 

     Duty stations: Long Beach, Calif., New London, 

Conn.; Charleston, S.C.; Key West, Fla. and aboard 

USS Threadfin and USS Marlin. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 
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1969 Shipmates at Scotland Bar 

1 STS3 Dale Evans EP   2 ??? ??? Young 

3 STS3 Steve Searight   4 MT2 Dennis McFadden 

5 MT? ??? Smith  

                            3                   

 

  1            4               5 

 

        2 
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1970 Patrol Wardroom  

 

1 CDR David Selby Cruden  2 ________________________ 

3 ________________________ 4 LT óHootô Gibson 

5 ________________________ 6 LCDR ?? Walker, XO 

7 LT ?? Berhliner    8 ________________________ 

9 ________________________ 10 LCDR Tom Conrey, NAV  

11 ________________________  
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                  10            9   

 

                                                                

                                                       11 

 

 

Missile Div Stimson Blue 32  
(names supplied by Dennis Wolk) 

 

1 MT2 David Merrit   2 MTC ?? Van Dyke 

3 MT3 Ray Cullum   4 ?? Mark Schemmerhorne 

5 MT3 Tom Holder   6 _________________________ 

7 MT2 Dennis Wolk  8 MT1 ?? Frederick 

9 MT3 ?? Reedy   10 MT2 Christopher Gibson 
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            2                 4                            8 

      1            3               5       6       7             9 

        10        11         12        13         14        15 

CPO Mess for Decommissioning 

Transit through the Panama Canal Atlantic to Pacific for Decommissioning 
 

1 HMCS(SS) Raymond Capaul  2 FTCS(SS) Donald Lotspeich 

3 MMCS(SS) Mike Thomas   4 FTCS(SS) Michael Wyckoff 

5 _________________________  6 STSC(SS) Michael Haakenson  

7 ETC(SS) James Shirley   8 _________________________ 

9 SKC(SS) Robert K. Fey, Sr.  10 ________________________ 

11 ________________________  12 ________________________ 

13 ICC(SS) Reggie Lewis    14 ________________________ 

15 _________________________ 
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655B IC DIVISION DEC provided by Jerry Blevins, Blue Crew, 1976 

 

1 LT TOM DIGAN     6 _______________________________ 

2 LT JERRY BLEVINS     7 HARRY óTHE DOGô HARRIS 

3 LT BILL MOORE, CHIEF ENGINEER  8 DAVID KELLY 

4 GLENN EMERICK     9 _______________________________ 

5 WILLIAM SMITH     10 HENRY TARDIFF 
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655B Wardroom Aug 76 provided by Jerry Blevins, Blue Crew, 1976 

 

1 LCDR DON LACHATTA, XO   7 GERALD RAMSEY, NAV 

2 LT JERRY ôDUKEô BLEVINS   8 LT MARK BARNER, AWEPS 

3 LT MIKE RUSSELL, AWEPS   9 LT CHARLES HARDIN, WEPS 

4 CDR WILLIAM POWELL, CO         10 (FIRST NAME ?) DOUGHTERY, CHOP 

5 LT TOM DIGAN     11 LT JIM TANGEN, DCA  

6 LT ROBERT óBOBô BROWNLEE   12 LCDR JOHN W. MOORE III, ENG 

        13 LT MIKE RADER 


