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From the Editor: 

     Welcome to Summer! I hope all of you missed the 

newsletter last month é had a few shipmates email 

me to ask what happened to it. To make a long story 

short, I retired the last Friday in May. The month of 

May was tied up in getting things ready and then 

turning over to my relief in the office. The months of 

June and July have flown by as I tried to adjust to 

having 6 Saturdays and 1 Sunday each week. Iôm just 

about adjusted now é NOT 

     I would like to thank a couple of people who have 

worked very hard to help with updating our Association 

Website. Jim Shirley (ETC, G Decom, 90) sent me a  

lot of really good info concerning the crew that 

decommissioned the Stimson. I have updated the 

Decommissioning page on the site here: 

http://ssbn655.org/decommissioning-crew/

decommissioning-crew.html 

     Don Ort (MM1, G, 69-74) has been indispensable 

in assisting with the Eternal Patrol page. The goal is to 

eventually have some individual page for each of our 

shipmates now on Eternal Patrol. The page would 

include pictures of the shipmate and his headstone, 

location of burial, obituary and anything else of interest 

we could put on the page. Please take a close look at 

the page and you will be astounded at the amount of 

information it contains about our departed shipmates. 

Using his abilities in genealogy searches, Don has 

found things that no one else could have found. These 

have been added to the memberôs page. You can find 

the Eternal Patrol page here:  

http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/eternal-patrol.html 

 

2016 Stimson Reunion News! 

I know that everyone is anxiously awaiting news about 

the 2016 Reunion. Hereôs what I can tell you now. 

     1. The committee has just signed a contract with 

the hotel. It is the same place we held the 2011 

reunion. At the 2011 reunion it was the Sheraton. At 

the 2016 reunion it will be the Marriott. 

     2. Dates are October 13-16 same dates as 2011.  

     3. Room rates are $129+13.5% = $146.42 / night 

     4. Hotel registration will not be available until 

October 13th of this year. Individuals will be 

responsible for making their own reservations. 

     5. Expect to see registration forms available on the 

website and it this newsletter in October 2015. 

      Although the óofficialô first day of the reunion will be 

on Thursday 13 October, the hospitality room will be 

open beginning at 1600 on Wednesday 12 October for 

early arrivals.  

     The committee is working hard to make the 2016 

Commissioning + 50 Years Reunion the very best!!! 
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ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

From the Association President & Storekeeper: 

Ray & Rita Kreul 

     The Association Shipôs Store will be closed from 

mid August until 1 Jan 2016. Our current inventory 

consists of: 70 coins, 24 ship patches, 49 ships key 

rings, 6 hats with silver dolphins no crew, 3 hats silver 

dolphins blue crew and 1 hat silver dolphins gold crew. 

If you would like to order any of these prior to the 1st 

of August please check out our website link for 

directions on how to order and pay: http://ssbn655.org/

ships-store/ships-store.html 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

From the Association Historian: Loree Riggs 

     In my archives, I have many pictures of crew with 

no names. In many cases I only know who sent them 

to us. At the end of this newsletter there are several 

pictures that I have on file but with no names. The 

accuracy of our historical documents would be greatly 

enhanced if each of you will make an effort to help with 

names. 

     If you can ID anyone in these pictures, please 

follow the directions with the pictures and then send 

names to Nick Nichols, Webmaster, 

(655webmaster@ssbn655.org) and to Loree Riggs, 

Historian (lriggs8@comcast.net) 

     I will try to start a Crew Book with pictures and 

names and continue this at the reunion. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

ETERNAL PATROL 

=============== 

RM1(SS) Robert G. ‘Rip’ Collins, B 65-67 

Departed on Eternal Patrol 4 June 2015 

- - - - - -  

MMC(SS) Edward A. Alexander, B 93 

Departed on Eternal Patrol 20 December 2011 

[info submitted by ETC(SS) Jim Shirley, B 90] 

- - - - - -  

MM?/ELT (SS) David Wayne Nunn Jr., SY/G 

Departed on Eternal Patrol 24 July 1992 

[info submitted by ET1(SS) Kent Young, B 83-90] 

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

BINNACLE LIST 

(View on the web at: http://ssbn655.org/chaplain/

chaplain.html. if you would like to be placed on our 

Association Binnacle List please send an email to 

655webmaster@ssbn655.org)  

======================================== 

David Hill, ETCS(SS) B 70-74  

1.1.13 placed on the liver transplant list 

6.8.15 Please place me on the binnacle list. Please 

pray that I can be the man God wants me to be. God 

has blessed me more than I deserve already. Last 

week, I had two Dr Appts a day for 5 days. Started 

radiation treatment last week. Only 7 more shots to go. 

I talked to rhea dosimetry specialist and she said each 

http://ssbn655.org/ships-store/ships-store.html
http://ssbn655.org/ships-store/ships-store.html
mailto:655webmaster@ssbn655.org
mailto:lriggs8@comcast.net)
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http://ssbn655.org/eternal-patrol/obits/Nunn%20David.pdf
http://ssbn655.org/chaplain/chaplain.html
http://ssbn655.org/chaplain/chaplain.html
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shot was 200 RADs! You may remember what LD 450 

means. Lethal dose for 50% of the people exposed to 

450 RADs. Fortunately, this is a tightly focused beam, 

focused on the target site and the lethal dose is based 

on whole body exposure. So they are killing hopefully 

the tumors on the bone, and very little else. 

********** 

Larry Hall, STS3(SS) B 65-69: 

6.10.15 Still awaiting a kidney and canôt travel to the 

reunions. They say that my kidney failure was caused 

by high blood pressure and diabetes though I'm not 

sure about that. In 2009 I had prostate cancer and had 

48 radiation treatments. In 2010 my kidneys failed. 

Since my diabetes is well under control and my blood 

pressure hasn't been high for 20 years, it seems a bit 

coincidental.  

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

WELCOME ABOARD & FOUND SHIPMATES!! 

(Shipmate has contacted us to be added or have info 

updated on our Sailing List. Please check the online 

Sailing List to access the shipmates email address.) 

======================================== 

FTG2(SS) Greg Clay, B 72-76 

TM2(SS) Doug Cooper, B 71-74 

STS2(SS) Donald J. Vriesman, B 77-80 

ETN2/3(SS) Ron Elmlinger, B/Ovhl#1  71-73 

FTB2(SS) Kevin Wolfe, G 88-90 

STS1(SS) Steve Cason, B 77-80 & 83-85 

QM3(SS) Rusty Harding III, G 68-70 

MM1(SS) Jack Shafer, B 64-71 Plank Owner 

TM3(SS) Gene Kelewae, G 69-72 

STS1(SS) James Eldridge, G 74-77 

STS3(SS) Bob Featheran, G 81 

 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

LOOKING FOR SHIPMATE  

 

STS3(SS) Robert ‘Bob’ P. Featheran, Jr. (G 81) 

[ SpritesDragon@gmail.com ] Aloha, I checked the 

list of missing crew members and was wondering if I 

could get information on people not on that list. I would 

personally like to get in contact with STS2 ROBERT P. 

Cooley and MM1 McCall, (that was their rates when I 

last saw them). Any information would be appreciated, 

and feel free to give them my info if needed. Mahalo 

and Aloha, Robert P. Featheran, Jr. 

 

EM1(SS) Paul Murray (G 65-69) 

[ pcmurray@optonline.net ] I am looking for former 

shipmates Ken Luken IC2(SS) 65-68? and Joe Carter 

MM1(SS) 65-68. 

********** 

MS2(SS) Tom O’Callaghan (G 86-90) 

[ thomasocllghn@aol.com ] Do you or anyone else 

have any contact with Barry Steff MSC/SS? 

********** 

QM2(SS) Robert Frizzola (G 82-86) 

[ frizzz688@yahoo.com ] I was on from 82-86 Gold. 

Iôm looking for a few shipmates and maybe you can 

help. MM1/SS Mike Alegretto and MM2/SS Willy 

Wilson, both Gold crew.  

********** 

YNC(SS) James Maddox (B 83-86) 

[ jgm401@msn.com ] is looking for YN2(SS) Mark 

Jackson (B). Also what has happened to MMCM(SS) 

Golightly and Bak.  

********** 

MM3(SS) Alan ’Chip’ Paulding (G 69-71)

[ agp655@verizon.net ] is looking for Malcolm 

Harding (aka Rusty). He went thru basic training with 

me and several Stimson Gold patrols. He was in 

the QM gang . 

********** 

STS3(SS) Steve Searight (B 70-71) 

[ ssearight@verizon.net ] is looking for STS3 Eugene 

Manning who served during the same period as me. 

As I recall, he was from New York (Brooklyn). 

********** 

MM2(SS) Joe Civiletti (G 79-81) 

[ submarinemm1@aol.com ]  Does anyone remember/ 

know what happened to an MM2/SS Bob Kind, MMCS/

SS Golightly, MM2/SS "Bama" McCall, MM2/SS 

O'Conner, MM2/SS McDonald  or a MM3/SS Dennis 

LaPalme (all were A-Div Gold crew in 1979 when I 

came on board). All could have made rate after I knew 

them. 

 

ððððððððððððððððððððððð 

NOTES FROM SHIPMATES 

********** 

Summer 1971 

Last patrol before the Stimson’s first overhaul 

Dennis McFadden MT2(SS) 

     My last patrol on the Stimson, number 5, was in the 

summer of 1971. This was also the last Stimson patrol 

before its first overhaul and conversion to Poseidon 

missiles. The patrol was actually non-eventful from 

mailto:SpritesDragon@gmail.com
mailto:pcmurray@optonline.net
mailto:thomasocllghn@aol.com
mailto:frizzz688@yahoo.com
mailto:jgm401@msn.com
mailto:agp655@verizon.net
mailto:ssearight@verizon.net
mailto:submarinemm1@aol.com
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what I remember. This is a letter of the preparation for 

a scheduled event at the end of patrol and the event. 

     The ñBlueò crew is in Holy Loch loading supplies 

and all of a sudden we are loading gallons of paint. 

Questioning what the paint is about, weôre told ñDonôt 

worry sailor yaôll find out in good time, now stow it.ò 

     We get underway, not thinking much about paint, 

and about 30 days in we are told to start painting. And 

painting we did. Anything that could be painted got 

painted. What the heck, the Stimson is going into the 

yard for overhaul and we are painting. The boat looked 

like it just came out of conversion, not just going in. 

Sparkling  

     We completed our, about 70 day, patrol and 

headed into Norfolk for the big event.  

     Turns out the Stimson was hosting a tour by the 

highest ranking military of the NATO nations. We had 

Admirals and Generals wandering the boat. I had the 

missile compartment launcher security watch and had 

to keep them on the outside of the chains. We 

answered many questions. I had the great privilege of 

meeting and talking to Admiral Thomas Moorer, 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. It turned out to 

be a great day for me as a member of the crew and 

something I have always remembered. The painting 

was worth it. 

     We left Norfolk and transited to the Groton Sub 

Base. This was another memorable experience. There 

was either a hurricane or tropical storm off the east 

coast. We had to stay surfaced the entire trip and ride 

out the storm. Needless to say there were many sick 

sailors. As you all know, in a storm like that the boat 

rides like a number 8 on the surface.  We got pounded 

pretty hard. In case anyone is wondering, I did not get 

sick. What a way to spend my last couple days as a 

member of the Stimson Blue crew.  

     Then it was on to my next duty station. 

     I personally find it very interesting to hear sea 

stories of Stimson events, from laying of the keel to de

-commissioning. I hope others share. 

********** 

Coffee Art 

Brian S. Cameron ETN2 

     I thought everyone would like information on this. 

My daughter-in-law gave me a painting of the Stimson 

at its launching done in coffee. The artist did not 

charge for the painting but does ask for donations. 

      Anyone interested in his art work can contact him 

@: 

FromThePot Coffee Painted Pictures 

1381 Old 76 rd. 

Berkshire, NY 13736 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

GREAT LINKS TO SPEND TIME WITH 

(all links from ñThe Draftò will be on the website) 

********** 

655 Association Website 

www.ssbn655.org 

********** 

SOSUS: SEA SPIES 

Submarine Operations in the Cold War 

www.seaspies 

********** 

This is what AMERICANS do: 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/7tyT4glkvBs 

********** 

Basic Enlisted Submarine School 

http://navybess.com/homepage.html 

********** 

On The Road: TAPS Brings Town to a Halt 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/83zvu1-b8jo?

feature=player_detailpage 

********** 

DD-214 to be replaced/augmented with ID Card!  

http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/buchanans-

bill-replace-dd-214-veterans-id-card-passes-senate-

without-opposition?utm_source=Constant%

20Contact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News

%20  

********** 

Just A Common Soldier (A Soldier Died Today) 

http://justacommonsoldier.com/ 

********** 

Confessions of a US Navy Submarine Officer 

http://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/confessions-of-a-u-s-

navy-submarine-officer-1715113243 

http://ssbn655.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ewV7NtkPfqg
https://www.youtube.com/embed/7tyT4glkvBs
http://navybess.com/homepage.html
https://www.youtube.com/embed/83zvu1-b8jo?feature=player_detailpage
https://www.youtube.com/embed/83zvu1-b8jo?feature=player_detailpage
http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/buchanans-bill-replace-dd-214-veterans-id-card-passes-senate-without-opposition?utm_source=Constant%20Contact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20
http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/buchanans-bill-replace-dd-214-veterans-id-card-passes-senate-without-opposition?utm_source=Constant%20Contact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20
http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/buchanans-bill-replace-dd-214-veterans-id-card-passes-senate-without-opposition?utm_source=Constant%20Contact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20
http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/buchanans-bill-replace-dd-214-veterans-id-card-passes-senate-without-opposition?utm_source=Constant%20Contact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20
http://www.sunshinestatenews.com/story/buchanans-bill-replace-dd-214-veterans-id-card-passes-senate-without-opposition?utm_source=Constant%20Contact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News%20
http://justacommonsoldier.com/
http://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/confessions-of-a-u-s-navy-submarine-officer-1715113243
http://foxtrotalpha.jalopnik.com/confessions-of-a-u-s-navy-submarine-officer-1715113243
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ððððððððððððððððððððððð 

EXPLORE ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY 

I recently learned about an app for apple and android 

devices that you can locate anyone buried there. All 

you need it their name. You can get all the info about 

location, view their tombstone etc. For those who know 

persons buried there it is very handy. It is a free app 

from your app store.   

The app is  ANC EXPLORER 

 

ððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Colors For Memorial Day Celebration 

Submitted by Jay Andress (B 72-77) 

Member of USSVI Carolina Piedmont 

     Carolina Piedmont was proud to be asked to 

present the Colors at the ball park for Memorial Day 

celebration and game. Beautiful background of some 

of the Charlotte Skyline. This foto was front page 

Sports section of the Charlotte Observer.  

 
Pictured from left- Dale Moses, Jeff Nieberding,  

Jack Jeffries, Rick Petitt, Joel Tuchfeld 

 

ððððððððððððððððððððððð 

 

 

Keel Laid On Attack Sub Indiana 

Lance M. Bacon, Navy Times, May 17  

 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. ï The keel of the 16th Virginia

-class attack sub, named after the 16th largest state, 

was laid May 16 at Newport News Shipyard. She is the 

third ship to bear the name Indiana, and will be the first 

in almost 70 years to sail under the national colors with 

that name. 

     The ship's sponsor, Diane Donald, is no stranger to 

the submarine community. The wife of retired Adm. 

Kirk Donald, a former director of Naval Nuclear 

Propulsion, she declared the keel "to be truly and fairly 

laid." Donald authenticated the keel with her initials, 

which were welded onto a metal plate and 

permanently affixed to the ship. 

     The keel laying capped off a week of big wins on 

Capitol Hill for the submarine force. The House of 

Representatives on May 15 passed its version of the 

National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal 2016 by a 

vote of 269 to 151. It included $5.3 billion for the 

Virginia class ï $3.3 billion for two submarines in 2016 

and $2 billion for advanced procurement of future 

attack subs. Congress set the stage to buy two 

Virginia-class subs annually through fiscal 2020. The 

House bill also earmarked $1.4 billion for research and 

development of the Ohio-class replacement, and $168 

million for the Virginia Payload Module, which will 

replace undersea strike capabilities lost when Ohio-

class guided-missile submarines retire in the 2020s. 

     The Senate Arms Services Committee on May 14 

approved its version of the NDAA by a vote of 22-4. 

That committee bumped the administration's $5.3 

billion request for Virginia-class submarines by $800 

million to buy more advance parts for future attack 

subs. The full Senate will vote on the bill later this 

summer, then the two houses will haggle out the 

differences. 

     Congress' action "justifies all the hard work and 

long nights" put into the program, which is ahead of 

schedule and under budget, said Matt Mulherin, 

president of Newport News Shipbuilding. 

     Construction on Indiana, the sixth of eight Block III 

variants, started in September 2012. The state is 

known as "the crossroads of America," and its 

namesake honors that motto well. She carries millions 

of parts from 5,000 suppliers located in all 50 states. 

Assembling these parts is what Jim Hughes, vice 

president for Submarines and Fleet Support, called 

"one of the biggest orchestras in the world." The 

file:///C:/Users/Nick/Documents/web/655/newsletter/1507draft/Keel%20Laid%20On%20Attack%20Sub%20Indiana.docx#Underwater#Underwater
file:///C:/Users/Nick/Documents/web/655/newsletter/1507draft/Keel%20Laid%20On%20Attack%20Sub%20Indiana.docx#Underwater#Underwater
file:///C:/Users/Nick/Documents/web/655/newsletter/1507draft/Keel%20Laid%20On%20Attack%20Sub%20Indiana.docx#Underwater#Underwater
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symphony carefully played by 4,000 shipbuilders will 

now unite hull sections into a 377-foot military 

masterpiece that will crescendo with its 2017 

commissioning, then slip into three decades of silent 

service. 

     Her missions will be many and multifaceted. The 

Virginia class has a large lock-in/lock-out chamber, 

and a reconfigurable torpedo room to accommodate 

more snake eaters. She will carry roughly three dozen 

Tomahawk cruise missiles (starting in 2019, Block V 

variants will include the Virginia Payload Module, 

which will add four launch tubes and 28 Tomahawks). 

Traditional periscopes have been replaced by 

photonics masts with high-resolution cameras and 

infrared sensors. A fly-by-wire ship control system 

provides unmatched operation in shallow littoral areas. 

She can hit 25 knots, dive 800 feet, and stay 

submerged for three months. 

     While the Virginia class boasts these and other 

upgrades in weaponry and other tactical equipment, its 

biggest edge is in acoustics, said Cmdr. Jesse 

Zimbauer, the ship's skipper. Among its many 

advances, the Block III variant vastly improved passive 

detection by replacing the traditional sonar sphere with 

the Large Aperture Bow array. 

     "We are building the future with this submarine," 

said Zimbauer, who "jumped on the opportunity" to be 

part of the pre-commissioning unit. 

     As Indiana's commanding officer, ultimate 

responsibility and accountability of her future 

performance "rests squarely on your shoulders," said 

Vice Adm. Michael Connor, commander of submarine 

forces. "There is no position in our Navy that exercises 

more freedom of action, requires more trust, or 

deserves more respect." 

     Zimbauer will stay with the boat through 

construction and commissioning, and get about seven 

months of sea time before he rotates. In that time, the 

18-year vet (not counting his time as a Marine 

cryptologist) will ensure the crew is combat-capable on 

Day One. The crew stands at 55 now, but will beef up 

to about 140 by delivery. 

     "When this ship first sails down the James River, 

you will have achieved something few can claim: 

You've built a ship named Indiana that will sail the 

seas in defense of our nation for decades to come," 

Donald said to the gathered crew and shipbuilders. 

"You have my utmost respect and appreciation for 

your selfless, unwavering commitment. Please know I 

will be with you in spirit every day, wishing you the 

very best." 

 

ððððððððððððððððððððððð 

     This is the New & Improved sleeping quarters on 

the latest class of Nuclear Powered Submarines.  

     No, the locker to the left is not for the bunk 

occupant.  All personal effects, including clothing, is 

stowed under the mattress in a bunk [tray] locker. 

 
ððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Experts Hail Richardson's Selection To Be Next 

CNO 

David Larter, Navy Times, May 13 

 

     When Capt. Jerry Hendrix was director of naval 

history, he was invited to a special dinner party at 

Adm. John Richardson's house to discuss history and 

strategy. 

     But it wasn't just Hendrix who was invited, the 

guests included PhD's and officers from all parts of the 

Navy whom Richardson brought together for an 

evening of good food and conversation. 

     "He was delighted with all the ideas that were 

coming from all directions," recalled Hendrix, who is 

now retired and an analyst at the Center for a New 

American Security. "And he was willing to foster and 

explore those ideas, and take them on board." 

     Richardson, the president's pick to lead the Navy, is 

a career submariner and family man who, colleagues 

and peers said, will bring extraordinary intelligence 

and rock solid integrity to the job of steering the Navy 

through a time of mounting challenges, including 

preparations for recapitalizing the boomer force and 

emerging from an ongoing bribery scandal that has 

rocked the Navy's top ranks. 

     Richardson was announced Wednesday as the 

president's nominee to succeed Adm. Jon Greenert as 
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the chief of naval operations, with all sides agreeing 

that Richardson has the right stuff. The 1982 Naval 

Academy grad holds three master's degrees and is a 

recipient of the prestigious Stockdale Leadership 

Award, a prize given annually to the fleet's two best 

commanding officers. 

     He has led the campaign to reduce administrative 

distractions, which solicits sailor ideas for 

implementation, and he was called upon in the wake of 

the 2013 Navy Yard shootings to conduct a full 

investigation into security lapses that contributed to the 

tragedy. 

     "I think he's going to look at how to solve 

challenging problems using the insights of those 

around him," the three-star said, talking on background 

because of potential conflicts of interest. "He's got a 

unique style and a unique ability ï he's very smart, 

very quick and very personable, and if people offer him 

an opinion and perspective, he'll listen to them." 

     Richardson's personal life and outlook should help 

him connect with junior sailors, the source said. 

Richardson and his wife, Dana Richardson, have five 

children ages 13 to 23. 

     "I've known him for 20 years and he is very much 

attuned to what junior sailors need," the source said. 

"He's got several kids that age and he knows from 

being a parent what's important to them." 

     Richardson, the source said, has a keen interest in 

technology and using emerging technology to make 

everyone's job easier, as with the RAD campaign he 

led for Greenert. 

     "I'm honored to be nominated by Secretary Ash 

Carter," Richardson said in a statement to Navy Times 

on Wednesday. "I thank the Chief of Naval Operations, 

the Secretary of the Navy and the Secretary of Energy 

for their leadership and support for the security of our 

nation. I look forward to the nomination process and if 

confirmed, the privilege to continue serving the Sailors 

and civilians who make up our great Navy." 

Choppy Seas Ahead 

     If confirmed, Richardson will face plenty of 

challenges on Capitol Hill and within his own service. 

As a four-star, Richardson has acted as the 

consolidated disposition authority for all ethics cases 

referred to the Navy from the Justice Department in 

connection to the so-called "Fat Leonard" scandal, in 

which officials of an Asian husbanding firm bribed 

naval officers in return for rerouting ships to ports 

where the company could overcharge the service to 

the tune of tens of millions. 

     Five admirals have been censured or cautioned so 

far this year for noncriminal ethical violations. 

     Meanwhile, competing priorities for funding are 

putting pressure on the submarine, surface and 

aviation communities. 

     To most, Richardson is seen as the leader to carry 

on the fight to fund and build the Ohio-class 

replacement, the next-generation ballistic missile 

submarine that will ï at $5 billion a pop ï break the 

Navy's ship building coffers unless it gets more help. 

     "The big challenge isn't Ohio replacement," said 

Bryan Clark, a retired commander turned analyst at 

the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. 

"The Navy has already said it's going to fund it. The 

challenge is, what do you do with the rest of the ship 

building budget?" 

     Richardson will have to look for creative ways to 

modernize the current fleet while saving money 

elsewhere to preserve ship building. Both surface and 

aviation fields are feeling the pinch. 

     The fleet's aging cruisers, used as the primary air 

defense ship for the fleet's carriers, are in desperate 

need of modernization. But the money and means by 

which to do it have been in short supply, and there is 

no replacement in the works for these ships. 

     Aviators are increasingly concerned about aging F/

A-18s because its replacement, the F-35C, has been 

beset by delays. 

     All of these concerns will be balanced against what 

some analysts see as a lopsided drive to field Ohio-

replacement class at the expense of the conventional 

force. 

     "There is some trepidation in the senior Navy 

community that the SSBN program is protected," said 

Bryan McGrath, a retired commander and influential 

defense consultant with the FerryBridge Group. 

     Richardson's nomination for CNO is a clear sign 

that the Navy will continue its push to fund the Ohio-

class replacement, he said. Still, Richardson 

represents the best of the Navy and McGrath said he 

was pleased to see him elevated to CNO. 

     "I was disappointed when he was named to Naval 

Reactors," McGrath said of the position that typically 

comes with an eight-year tenure. "I thought he had 

legs as a potential chairman. ... He is competent, 

capable and should have always been a leading, if not 

the leading, pick for the job [of CNO]." 

     Richardson will need to find a way to pay for the 

Ohio replacement without stripping the other 
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communities of much-needed modernization, said 

retired Adm. James Stavridis, former NATO Supreme 

Allied Commander Europe and dean of The Fletcher 

School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. 

     "The elephant in the room is the SSBN price tag," 

Stavridis said. "Ultimately, this has to be a national bill 

and not a Navy bill. I think as a submariner, John 

Richardson has great credibility to work with Congress 

and within the administration to talk about the nuclear 

force and what it means ï to really help people 

understand that it is a different kind of bill than a 

cruiser or high-performance aircraft." 

     Stavridis also praised Richardson's nomination to 

CNO, citing his creativity, strong commitment to the 

Navy and his family, and his ability to understand the 

needs of others. 

     Hendrix also believes Richardson has the tools 

necessary to lead the Navy well. 

     "He can speak to the Congress and the White 

House about any number of issues, whether it's the 

Ohio replacement, a greater strategic review, which 

we will be talking about in the next few years, or é 

about surface forces and aviation, which he knows 

from his previous tours," Hendrix said. "He is the full 

Swiss army knife." 

     Richardson's Career - Age: 55 - Hometown: 

Petersburg, Va. - Commissioning date: May 26, 1982 

     Education: Bachelor's degree from the Naval 

Academy. Master's degrees from the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, the Woods Hole 

Oceanographic Institution and the National War 

College. 

     Commands: Attack submarine Honolulu; 

Submarine Development Squadron 12; Submarine 

Group 8; Submarine Allied Naval Forces South; Naval 

Submarine Forces in Norfolk, Virginia; and Naval 

Nuclear Propulsion Program. 

     Awards: Defense Superior Service Medal (2); 

Legion of Merit (3); Meritorious Service Medal (3); 

Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (4); 

Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal; 

Presidential Unit Citation; Joint Meritorious Unit Award; 

Navy Unit Citation; Navy 'E' Ribbon; National Defense 

Service Medal; Global War on Terrorism Service 

Medal; Sea Service Deployment Ribbon. 

     Source: Navy Personnel Command 

 

ððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Pentagon Names Next Director of Naval Nuclear 

Reactors  

Chris Cavas, Defense News, July 22 

 

     Vice Adm. James F. Caldwell Jr., was formally 

announced Wednesday by the Pentagon to become 

the next director of the Naval Nuclear Propulsion 

Program, commonly known as "NR." 

     Caldwell, selected for a fourth star and appointment 

to the rank of admiral, would succeed Adm. John 

Richardson as the 7th director of naval reactors. 

     Richardson has been nominated to become the 

next chief of naval operations (CNO), succeeding 

retiring Adm. Jon Greenert. Richardson has yet to be 

confirmed in the new post pending a Senate Armed 

Services Committee confirmation hearing tentatively 

scheduled for the first week of August. 

     The NR billet is unique in the Navy, with an eight-

year tour of duty. Richardson, who assumed the NR 

job in November 2012, would become the first admiral 

to leave before completing a full eight-year term since 

1988. 

     The NR job is one of the most powerful positions in 

the US military, and is dual-hatted with the Department 

of Energy. The position was established in 1949 by 

Hyman Rickover, who fought off numerous attempts to 

replace him by skillfully balancing his military and 

civilian responsibilities. Rickover was finally retired in 

February 1982 by President Ronald Reagan after 

serving 33 years in the position. 



9 

     Since Rickover, submariners have traditionally held 

the NR position. All US Navy submarines are nuclear-

powered, as are all of the fleet's aircraft carriers. 

     Caldwell is currently serving as director of the Navy 

Staff, reporting directly to the CNO, but has held the 

position only since May. Before that, he served as the 

Navy's inspector general. 

     According to his official biography, Caldwell 

graduated with distinction in 1981 from the US Naval 

Academy with a Bachelor of Science degree in marine 

engineering. He also holds a Master of Science in 

Operations Research from the Naval Postgraduate 

School. He entered the submarine service and 

completed tours in both the Atlantic and Pacific fleets, 

commanding the fast attack submarine USS 

Jacksonville, Submarine Development Squadron 12 in 

New London, Connecticut; Submarine Group 9 in 

Bangor, Washington; and the Submarine Force, US 

Pacific Fleet, Hawaii. 

     Ashore, Caldwell served on the Pacific Fleet 

Nuclear Propulsion Examining Board and later as 

Undersea Warfare Requirements officer on the staff of 

Commander in Chief, US Pacific Fleet. He also served 

as senior member of the Naval Submarine Force's 

Tactical Readiness Evaluation Team; on the Joint Staff 

as deputy director for Politico-Military Affairs for 

Europe, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Russia 

and Africa; and deputy commander for U.S. Strategic 

Command's Joint Functional Component Command 

for Global Strike in Omaha, Nebraska. 

     Like Richardson, Caldwell's appointment to the 

rank of admiral and position as NR awaits 

congressional approval. 

 

ððððððððððððððððððððððð 

SHIPMATES—I know we are submariners but as 

you read this put yourself in the place of those two 

young Marines. Each of us knew that, if the time 

came that something happened on the boat, our 

brothers would have our back...and we had no 

where to run to. These young men might still be 

alive today if they had just disobeyed their orders. 

But they didn’t. Semper Fi Marines!!! 

 

"The Last Six Seconds"  

     One can hardly conceive of the enormous grief held 

quietly within General Kelly as he spoke.    

     On Nov 13, 2010, Lt. General John Kelly, USMC, 

gave a speech to the Semper Fi Society of St. Louis, 

MO. This was four days after his son, Lt Robert Kelly, 

USMC, was killed by an IED while on his 3rd Combat 

tour. During his speech, General Kelly spoke about the 

dedication and valor of our young men and women 

who step forward each and every day to protect us.    

     During the speech, he never mentioned the loss of 

his own son. He closed the speech with the moving 

account of the last six seconds in the lives of two 

young Marines who died with rifles blazing to protect 

their brother Marines.    

     "I will leave you with a story about the kind of 

people they are, about the quality of the steel in their 

backs, about the kind of dedication they bring to our 

country while they serve in uniform and forever after 

as veterans. Two years ago when I was the 

Commander of all U.S. and Iraqi forces, in fact, the 22 

ND of April 2008, two Marine infantry battalions, 1/9 

"The  Walking Dead," and 2/8 were switching out in 

Ramadi. One battalion in the closing days of their 

deployment going home very soon, the other just 

starting its seven-month combat tour. Two Marines, 

Corporal Jonathan Yale and Lance Corporal Jordan 

Haerter, 22 and 20 years old respectively, one from 

each battalion, were assuming the watch together at 

the entrance gate of an outpost that contained a 

makeshift barracks housing 50 Marines. The same 

broken down ramshackle building was also home to 

100 Iraqi police, also my men and our allies in the fight 

against the terrorists in Ramadi, a city until recently the 

most dangerous city on earth and owned by Al 

Qaeda.    

     Yale was a dirt poor mixed-race kid from Virginia 

with a wife and daughter, and a mother and sister who 

lived with him and whom he supported as well. He did 

this on a yearly salary of less than $23,000.  Haerter, 

on the other hand, was a middle class white kid from 

Long Island. They were from two completely different 

worlds. Had they not joined the Marines they would 

never have met each other, or understood that multiple 

America's exist simultaneously depending on one's 

race, education level, economic status, and where you 

might have been born. But they were Marines, combat 

Marines, forged in the same crucible of Marine 

training, and because of this bond they were brothers 

as close, or closer, than if they were born of the same 

woman.    

     The mission orders they received from the sergeant 

squad leader I am sure went something like, "Okay 

you two clowns, stand this post and let no 

unauthorized personnel or vehicles pass. You clear?"    

     I am also sure Yale and Haerter then rolled their 
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eyes and said in unison something like, "Yes 

Sergeant," with just enough attitude that made the 

point without saying the words, "No kidding 

ósweetheartô, we know what we're doing." They then 

relieved two other Marines on watch and took up their 

post at the entry control point of Joint Security Station 

Nasser, in the Sophia section of Ramadi, Al Anbar, 

Iraq.    

     A few minutes later a large blue truck turned down 

the alley way - perhaps 60-70 yards in length, and 

sped its way through the serpentine of concrete jersey 

walls. The truck stopped just short of where the two 

were posted and detonated, killing them both 

catastrophically. Twenty-four brick masonry houses 

were damaged or destroyed. A mosque 100 yards 

away collapsed. The truck's engine came to rest two 

hundred yards away knocking most of a house down 

before it stopped. Our explosive experts reckoned the 

blast was made of 2,000 pounds of explosives.  Two 

died, and because these two young infantrymen didn't 

have it in their DNA to run from danger, they saved 

150 of their Iraqi and American brothers-in-arms.    

     When I read the situation report about the incident 

a few hours after it happened I called the regimental 

commander for details as something about this struck 

me as different.    

     Marines dying or being seriously wounded is 

commonplace in combat. We expect Marines 

regardless of rank or MOS to stand their ground and 

do their duty, and even die in the process, if that is 

what the mission takes. But this just seemed different. 

The regimental commander had just returned from the 

site and he agreed, but reported that there were no 

American witnesses to the event - just Iraqi police. I 

figured if there was any chance of finding out what 

actually happened and then to decorate the two 

Marines to acknowledge their bravery, I'd have to do it 

as a combat award that requires two eye-witnesses 

and we figured the bureaucrats back in Washington 

would never buy Iraqi statements. If it had any chance 

at all, it had to come under the signature of a general 

officer.    

     I traveled to Ramadi the next day and spoke 

individually to a half-dozen Iraqi police all of whom told 

the same story.  The blue truck turned down into the 

alley and immediately sped up as it made its way 

through the serpentine. They all said, "We knew 

immediately what was going on as soon as the two 

Marines began firing." The Iraqi police then related that 

some of them also fired, and then to a man, ran for 

safety just prior to the explosion. All survived.  Many 

were injured, some seriously. One of the Iraqis 

elaborated and with tears welling up said, "They'd run 

like any normal man would to save his life." "What he 

didn't know until then," he said, "And what he learned 

that very instant, was that Marines are not normal."    

     Choking past the emotion he said, "Sir, in the name 

of God no sane man would have stood there and done 

what they did." "No sane man." "They saved us all."    

     What we didn't know at the time, and only learned a 

couple of days later after I wrote a summary and 

submitted both Yale and Haerter for posthumous Navy 

Crosses, was that one of our security cameras, 

damaged initially in the blast, recorded some of the 

suicide attack. It happened exactly as the Iraqis had 

described it. It took exactly six seconds from when the 

truck entered the alley until it detonated.    

     You can watch the last six seconds of their young 

lives. Putting myself in their heads I supposed it took 

about a second for the two Marines to separately 

come to the same conclusion about what was going on 

once the truck came into their view at the far end of 

the alley. Exactly no time to talk it over, or call the 

sergeant to ask what they should do. Only enough 

time to take half an instant and think about what the 

sergeant told them to do only a few minutes before, 

"Let no unauthorized personnel or vehicles pass." The 

two Marines had about five seconds left to live.    

     It took maybe another two seconds for them to 

present their weapons, take aim, and open up. By this 

time the truck was half-way through the barriers and 

gaining speed the whole time.  Here, the recording 

shows a number of Iraqi police, some of whom had 

fired their AKs, now scattering like the normal and 

rational men they were - some running right past the 

Marines. They had three seconds left to live.    

     For about two seconds more, the recording shows 

the Marines' weapons firing non-stop the truck's 

windshield exploding into shards of glass as their 

rounds take it apart and tore in to the body of the (I 

deleted) who is trying to get past them to kill their 

brothers - American and Iraqi-bedded down in the 

barracks totally unaware of the fact that their lives at 

that moment depended entirely on two Marines 

standing their ground.    

If they had been aware, they would have known they 

were safe because two Marines stood between them 

and a crazed suicide bomber. The recording shows 

the truck careening to a stop immediately in front of 

the two Marines. In all of the instantaneous violence 
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Yale and Haerter never hesitated. By all reports and 

by the recording, they never stepped back. They never 

even started to step aside. They never even shifted 

their weight. With their feet spread shoulder width 

apart, they leaned into the danger, firing as fast as 

they could work their weapons. They had only one 

second left to live.    

     The truck explodes. The camera goes blank. Two 

young men go to their God. Six seconds. Not enough 

time to think about their families, their country, their 

flag, or about their lives or their deaths, but more than 

enough time for two very brave young men to do their 

duty into eternity. That is the kind of people who are on 

watch all over the world tonight - for you.    

     We Marines believe that God gave America the 

greatest gift he could bestow to man while he lived on 

this earth - freedom. We also believe he gave us 

another gift nearly as precious - our soldiers, sailors, 

airmen, U S Customs and Border Patrol, Coast 

Guardsmen, and Marines - to safeguard that gift and 

guarantee no force on this earth can ever steal it 

away.    

     It has been my distinct honor to have been with you 

here today. Rest assured our America, this experiment 

in democracy started over two centuries ago, will 

forever remain the "land of the free and home of 

the  brave" so long as we never run out of tough young 

Americans who are willing to look beyond their own 

self-interest and comfortable lives, and go into the 

darkest and most dangerous places on earth to hunt 

down, and kill, those who would do us harm.    

     God Bless America, and SEMPER FIDELIS !"    

     Often Tested, Always Faithful, Brothers Forever    

 

 

 

Subject: Warming up!  

The Washington Post   

     The Arctic Ocean is warming up, icebergs are 

growing scarcer and in some places the seals are 

finding the water too hot, according to a report to the 

Commerce Department yesterday from Consulate, at 

Bergen, Norway. 

     Reports from fishermen, seal hunters, and 

explorers all point to a radical change in climate 

conditions and hitherto unheard-of temperatures in the 

Arctic zone. Exploration expeditions report that 

scarcely any ice has been met as far north as 81 

degrees 29 minutes.  

     Soundings to a depth of 3,100 meters showed the 

Gulf Stream still very warm. Great masses of ice have 

been replaced by moraines of earth and stones, the 

report continued, while at many points well known 

glaciers have entirely disappeared.  

     Very few seals and no white fish are found in the 

eastern Arctic, while vast shoals of herring and smelt 

which have never before ventured so far north, are 

being encountered in the old seal fishing grounds. 

Within a few years it is predicted that due to the ice 

melt the sea will rise and make most coastal cities 

uninhabitable.  

 

I apologize; I neglected to mention that this report 

was from November 2, 1922, as reported by the AP 

and published in The Washington Post 90+ years 

ago.  
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If you can provide names please send the picture 

number and the list of names (by personôs number) to 

Nick (655webmaster@ssbn655.org) and to Loree  

(lriggs8@comcast.net) 

 

PICTURE # 1 

 

1 _________________________________________ 

2 _________________________________________ 

3 _________________________________________ 

4 _________________________________________ 

5 _________________________________________ 

6 _________________________________________ 

7 _________________________________________ 

8 _________________________________________ 

9 _________________________________________ 

10 _________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

If you can provide names please send the picture 

number and the list of names (by personôs number) to 

Nick (655webmaster@ssbn655.org) and to Loree  

(lriggs8@comcast.net) 

 

PICTURE # 2 

1 _________________________________________ 

2 _________________________________________ 

3 _________________________________________ 

4 _________________________________________ 

5 _________________________________________ 

6 _________________________________________ 

7 _________________________________________ 

8 _________________________________________ 

9 _________________________________________ 

10 _________________________________________ 

11 _________________________________________ 
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 SEARCH FOR    LOST SHIPMATES  

If you have contact with one of these shipmates please send their contact info  

to me at my email address. Letôs set a goal to find everyone on this list!     

    

Adkins, William Dreiss, Ray Klaiber, William Reppert, Kevin 

Banfield, Ron Duell, Paul Kohankie Robert Rhodes, Ronald 

Barker, Paul Dyal, Don W. 'Gomer' Krieger, Kenneth Robinson, Warren 

Barker, Thomas Edmiston, Ken Laughlin, Brian Rowan, William 

Barrett, James Ehlers, Joseph Lawrence, Marshall Rubright, David 

Beck, Roger Ellard, Bryon Liles, Michael Ruiz, Luiz 

Blouse, Dan Findlater, Doug Lizana, Rick Sanderson, Jim 

Blue, Matthew Flannery, Aaron Lothrop, Scoville, Scott 

Bluestone, Edward Fleming, Benjamin Lubbs, Larry Seelinger, James 

Bollman, Stephen Fleming, Denvery Mason, John Shantz, Denton 

Borenko, Stephen Fonda, Carl Matherly, David Shepherd, Charles 

Bowser, James Jr. Futral, Dave Mauk, Elam Sherlock, Martin 

Bricker, Michael Gallagher, Gilbert 'Skip' Mauldin, Thomas Shields, Vaden 

Brill, Doug Geisenburg, Nick McCarney, Clifford Sikora, Gregory 

Bullard, Patrick Glover, Ron McConnell, Mark Siler, Dennis 

Bullington, Scott Grabins, Garry McCord, Oliver Silvestri, Henry 

Burmeister, Wayne Graves, Richard McMillan, Donald Smith, Charles 

Busteed, Bob Green, Earsel Miller, Donald Stewart James 

Canup, Richard Gutierrez, James Miller, Tony Stine, Gene 

Cardin, Joseph Habermas, Thomas Milton, Jay Stockton, N. Bradley 

Carey, Bill Harris, WIlbur Mosman, Harold Stortroen, Keith 

Carlson, Hugh Hatchell, John Musselman, Robert Taylor, Jim 

Carr, Don Hayes, Robert Neubecker, Andrew Thomas, Larry 

Champagne, Brian Herbert, Randy 'Bear' Neuman, Mark Tomasi, Max 

Claussen, Stephen Herzog, Willie Nolen, John Tomren, Gerald 

Cool, Arnold Hinds, George Ochsner, Patrick Trotter, Daniel 

Cooper, Denny Hogan, Tom Parham, Bryan Twiselton, Brown Michael 

Cooper, John F. Holler, Eugene Pastiva, Stephen Jr. Walenga, Craig 

Cope, Allan Hollingsworth, Paul Peterson, David Watson, Herb 

Couser, David Holtman, Bruce Petrak, David Weisser, Monty 

Crawford, Christopher Hupe, Bill Phipps, Mitchell Wenzel, Paul 

Cruden, David Johnson, Anthony Porterfield, Glenn Wesley, Mike 

Cullum, Ray Johnston, Paul K. Pruitt, Michael White, Don 

Czarnecki, Anthony Kearney, Russ Putnam, Bobby Jo Williams, Brian 

Davidson, Dickie Kee, Kerby Putt, William Wimmer, Peter Thomas 

Debisschop, Timothy Keller, Terry J. Ralston, David Wolk, Dennis 

Degon, Vince Keiningham, Thomas Rasmussen, Aaron Wright, David 

Delano, Ken Kinney, Wayne Rasmussen, Bill Young, Ron 

Dewitt, David Kirkpatrick, Steven Rathsam, Richard Youngman, David  

  Raven, Donald  


